Libraries From Now On: Imagining the Future
A Summit on the Future of Libraries
May 2‐3, 2014
Library of Congress, Members Room
Friday, May 2
8:00 am

Refreshments, registration
As they register, participants will be asked to write two words (or a short phrase) that reflect
their perception of the future of libraries. Participants will have an opportunity to change
their words throughout the conference.

9:00 am

Introductions
Barbara Stripling, ALA President
Robert Dizard Jr, Deputy Librarian of Congress
Susan Hildreth, Director of the Institute of Museum and Library Services

9: 30 am

Agenda Review
Introduction of participants
Overview of the Summit
Paula Singer, Conference Lead Facilitator

9:45 am

How to Think Like a Freak by Stephen Dubner, co‐author of Freakonomics
Presentation and discussion
Introduced by Barbara Stripling, ALA President
Personal reflection: Reflecting on Mr. Dubner’s presentation, I now think differently
about…..

10:45 am

Break

11:15 am

Table discussion of Mr. Dubner’s remarks
Libraries from now on:
How do I think differently about the needs of library users and their communities? How do
I think differently about the role of the library in its community?

11:45 am

What Are Libraries Good For? by Joel Garreau, author of Nine Nations and Radical Evolution
Presentation and discussion
Introduced by Maureen Sullivan, ALA Immediate Past President
Personal reflection: Reflecting on Mr. Garreau’s presentation, how do I now think
differently about the role of libraries and culture, values and society?
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12:45 pm

Buffet Lunch

1:15 pm

Comments by Dr. James H. Billington, Librarian of Congress
Introduced by Barbara Stripling, ALA President

1:45 pm

Table discussion of Mr. Garreau’s remarks
Libraries from now on:
What will constituents want, expect, and need from libraries?
What are the opportunities that libraries could provide for their constituencies?

2:15 pm

Education in the Future – Anywhere, Anytime by Dr. Renu Khator, Chancellor and President
at the University of Houston
Presentation and discussion
Introduced by Courtney Young, ALA President‐Elect
Personal reflection: Reflecting on Dr. Khator’s presentation, how do I now think differently
about education and learning in the future?

3:15 pm

Break

3:45 pm

Table discussion of Dr. Khator’s remarks
Libraries from now on:
What educational and learning opportunities will constituents want, need, expect, or
desire from libraries in the future?
What will be the role of libraries in formal and informal education and life‐long learning?

4:15 pm

Participants will have the opportunity to change their two words (or short phrase) about the future
of libraries. General discussion on reasons why participants did or did not change their words will
follow.

5:30 pm

Reception sponsored by the Library of Congress
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Saturday, May 3
8:00 am

Refreshments available

9:00 am

From an Internet of Things to a Library of Things by Thomas Frey, Executive Director and
Senior Futurist of the DaVinci Institute
Presentation and discussion
Introduced by Barbara Stripling, ALA President
Personal reflection: Reflecting on Mr. Frey’s remarks, how do I now think differently about
technology?

10:00 am

Table discussion of Mr. Frey’s remarks
Libraries from now on:
Given changes in technology, what will constituents want, expect, and need from a library
in the future?
How will libraries integrate the use of future technologies to enable constituents and
communities to achieve their goals?

10:30 am

Break

11:00 am

Pulling It Together
Participants choose a table discussion topic. Considering all you have heard in the last
two days:
What are the implications for library constituents and the implications for library design,
services, collections, technology, and staff? Consider:
 Empowering individuals and families
 Promoting literacy, particularly in children and youth
 Building communities the library serves
 Protecting and empowering access to information
 Advancing research and scholarship at all levels
 Preserving and/or creating cultural heritage
 Supporting economic development and good government
 Open – group decides the topic to discuss

11:30 am

Lunch
Participants will have the opportunity to change their two words (or short phrase).

12:00 pm

What Happened at the Summit? by Joan Frye Williams, Library Futurist
Introduced by Maureen Sullivan, ALA Immediate Past President

12:30 pm

Closing remarks
Barbara Stripling, ALA President
Keith Michael Fiels, ALA Executive Director

1:00 pm

Summit ends. Safe trip home.
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