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John Muir (1838-1914)

● 103 journals and notebooks
● ~7000 correspondence
● 100s of manuscript drafts
● 100s of drawings
● 1000s of photographs 



Sharing Muir’s work



ContentDM and then BePress



Geolocating

Mt Rubidoux (Riverside) Muir 1907  Wurtz 2009





Field Trips: Inspiration 
● Eastern Sierra
● Crater Lake
● Death Valley
● Southern Utah and Northern 

Arizona
● Scotland
● High Sierra
● Mono Lake
● Of course, Yosemite Valley



Storytelling in the field



Japanese American Internment

“The houses are very good. We had a little 
stove in ours. I think there is a little stove 
in every house. The stove is to keep warm. 
I sure miss my pet dogs and things. I hope 
they are all fine. I did not get any [nouns] 
but I will try and send you some next time. 
Well, I’ll close now.”



Finally a book



Making observers 
● I Notice…
● I Wonder…
● It Remind Me of…



Pre-trip preparation – Scholarly Commons



Pre-trip preparations – Google Earth (VR)



On-site - observation





Student reports/evaluations



Motivations and Takeaways
● Motivations  

■ Bring Muir’s work back to the field
■ Develop interest and knowledge for Sense of Place
■ Enhance Observations
■ Use our online resources

● Takeaways
■ increased use of archival materials


