
OPENING DOORS

IMPACT OF LINKED 
DATA PROJECT
DATOS.BNE.ES 
ON AUTHORITY 
CONTROL AT THE 
NATIONAL LIBRARY 
OF SPAIN

María Jesús Morillo Calero
National Library of Spain
mjesus.morillo@bne.es
@mjmcalero



Once upon a time

Founded in 
1711 by the 
king Felipe V
-
Legal deposit 
since 1716



TIME PASSED

1836: 
National 
Library of 
Spain
-
32 million 
items 
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Hard times

National Libraries -
Budgets and collections
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Hard times

Compared budget for 
32.000.000 ítems

Budget $ Budget for 
32.000.000 ítems
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Innovation despite limitations



Libraries and the Semantic Web

collaborativedecentralized
reusable

sharable

independentextensiblemultilingual

discoverable



Datos.bne.es : The beginning



Datos.bne.es : evolution



Datos.bne.es : main features



Impact on cataloging and 
control authority workflows

RESOURCES

person

corporate
body work

subject

time span place
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What do we want?

WE WANT 
MORE

WE WANT 
BETTER

Content
Entities
Relationships
Data sources
Data enrichment

Entities descriptions
Cataloging workflows
Search capabilities
Ontology alignments
LOD services & documentation



Discoverability

Specially in 
the “long 
tail” 
resources

People 
coming 
straight 
from 
search 
engine 
results



REAL STORIES: Sleeping 
resources that wake up



datos.bne.es as 
a showcase



REAL STORIES: 
Collective wisdom



REAL STORIES: Emotionally 
charged stories



REAL STORIES: PRIVACY



REAL STORIES: Frustration
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