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Thane Scott,
great-grandson of
James P. Davis

James P. Davis (right), Editor,
The Modern Farmer

Collection History and “Rediscovery” of The Modern Farmer



1929-1949



“The National Federation of Colored Farmers believes that the Colored 
Farmers of America should own and control their own co-operative 
associations--Cooperation with All--Affiliation with None.” 



Background and life 
during The Modern Farmer

Lange, 1937, http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/Lange, 1937, http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/


Found in The Modern Farmer

• Agricultural 
Information
• Politics
• Women’s section
• Christian Faith



Determining our outreach strategy
STARTING POINT:

• Printed volumes had little usage
• Full run digitized and accessible via the 

Internet Archive
• Page views 2017-2019, under 300 per 

volume
• Some occasional outreach via social 

media, internal stakeholders
GOALS:

• Go big and broad!
• Reach as many people as possible
• Don’t limit ourselves to faculty
• Tell the story with digital tools. 
• Convey a lot of info, accessibly
• Provide context







LibGuide
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/modernfarmer



RESULTS: LibGuide



RESULTS: Wikipedia Page



RESULTS: Wikipedia Edit-A-Thon Event

“Learning a lot about the National 
Federation of Colored Farmers and their 
newspaper The Modern Farmer. Will 
continue! Thanks.” Eliza B. 

“Thank you. I learned a bunch!”
Carmen G.

Wikimedia Outreach Dashboard



Challenges and Successes

• Time
• The Pandemic
• Public facing tools now exist
• Increased awareness

REFLECTIONS



• To reach out to faculty directly.
• Potential for further research.
• Continue to promote the resource.

FUTURE PLANS



Mann Library’s digital collection:
The Core Historical Literature of Agriculture
https://digital.library.cornell.edu/collections/chla
Enter “The Modern Farmer” in the search box
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