ACRL Image Resources Interest Group

Visual Literacy Standards Task Force Open Meeting, ALA Annual 2010, Washington, DC

Sunday, June 27, 2010, 10:30am-12:00pm

In attendance:

Joanna Burgess (Task Force), Kaila Bussert (Task Force), Denise Hattwig (Task Force Chair), Ann Medaille (Task Force), Kimberly Bugg (Advisory Group), Richard Graham (Advisory Group), Trudy Jacoby (Advisory Group), Kathleen Lonbom (Advisory Group), Shilpa Rele (Advisory Group), Gilda Santana (Advisory Group), Sharon Simes (Advisory Group), Scott Spicer, Tara Spies, Steve Tatum, Anne Zald
Discussion Topic:  Define visual literacy in the context of an interdisciplinary, information-literacy-based environment

I. Introductions and review of standards development process

· The open meeting was attended by the four visual literacy Task Force members, seven (of sixteen total) Advisory Group members, and four drop-in participants. Meeting attendance reflected the wide range of academic librarians who work with image resources: media and A/V, general reference and instruction, visual resources, art and architecture subject specialists, and metadata/digital assets. 

· The standards development process was outlined for the group. Presentation slides have been posted to our ALA Connect site.

II. Small group discussions, reporting out, and conclusions

· Process: For our discussion of visual literacy at ALA, we broke out into small groups, and each group generated ideas about specific components of visual literacy. Post-it notes were distributed for groups to use for capturing lightning ideas and concepts in their brainstorming process. Groups then discussed which components/competencies should be included in a definition of visual literacy, and wrote definitions based on their discussion and conclusions. Groups reported out on their ideas and definitions, and we discussed as a large group.
· Outcome: The below five definitions of visual literacy came out of the VL Task Force open meeting at ALA. Additional concepts discussed by the group are outlined in our blog at http://acrlvislitstandards.wordpress.com.

1. Visual literacy is the ability to find, interpret, analyze, evaluate, use, and create visual messages. A visually literate person is able to understand the aesthetic, cultural, contextual, and subjective components involved in the ways that visual messages are constructed and used for communication.

2. Visual literacy is the ability to find, use, interpret, evaluate, and create assets/images with appropriate understanding of technical, legal, and interpretive considerations. This should include the ability to build, distribute, present, describe, use, and store visual collections.

3. Visual literacy is a set of competencies. It includes the ability to find, evaluate and assess, use, create, present, and understand the appropriate and legal use of images.

4. Visual literacy includes competencies in the following areas: Express the need to find; How to find – evaluate source, learning to use multiple access mechanisms; Images have multiple meanings – evaluate image & data appropriateness; Technical issues – how to use in multiple applications, capture, formats; Copyright/legal/citing; Managing own collections of images.

5. Visual literacy is a process involving knowledge of and competency with the following skills and concepts:

-awareness of formats and desired outcomes; -capability to find, sort, and manage objects using a variety of evolving tools; -capability to critically evaluate and interpret objects in their context for a specific use; -understanding of a base level of technical skill required to accomplish the task(s); -understanding of ethical considerations involving appropriate attribution and citation; -understanding of legal copyright and intellectual property issues;

As an outcome of this process, a visually literate individual will be not only a consumer of media, but also a contributor to a body of shared knowledge and culture.

