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20th edition of the Sears List is published
The 20th edition of the Sears List of Subject Headings is published this month in print and is also available to our electronic users in MARC21 authority format. All the new headings added to both the 2008 and the 2009 updates are included in the 20th edition, a total of more than 300 new headings in many different areas, ecology and environment, dinosaurs, social networking, and arts and crafts among them. We now have headings for Twitter (Web site) and Raptorex, the pint-sized T-Rex that was discovered last year.
In addition to new headings there are two major areas of revision in the 20th edition:
A new way of dealing with Russia

The headings for Russia, regardless of time period, were changed from Russia to Soviet Union in Sears in the 12th edition (1982), sixty-five years after the Soviet revolution and nine years before the end of the Soviet Union. 

From 1982 until the 15th edition of 1994, materials on Russia were entered under Soviet Union, even when they dealt with medieval or imperial Russia.  In 1994 the reading Russia was re-established for materials on Russia prior to 1917, the heading Soviet Union was retained for materials on Russia in the Soviet period, and a new heading Russia (Republic) was established for Russia after 1991, which in the 16th edition (1997) became Russia (Federation). This is where we found ourselves in the last edition of Sears—one country, three headings.

In the 20th edition there is now a single heading, simply Russia. All the headings for the Soviet Union have been canceled in favor of period subdivisions under Russia—History. This revision is in keeping with the treatment of other countries that have undergone boundary and regime changes over time and still kept their national identity. Headings for the Baltic states and the other independent republics of the former Soviet Union have been established. The heading for the Commonwealth of Independent States, which no longer exists, has been canceled.
A new way of dealing with India

In the 17th edition, then years ago, we cancelled all the headings for Indians, Indians of North America, Indians of Mexico, Indians of Central America, Indians of South America, etc., and replaced them by the single heading Native Americans, which can be subdivided by any geographically entity. The response to this change among our users has been universally favorable.
Given that the Sears List is widely used in India and in many other countries where India is given more attention than the native peoples of North and South America, we felt the time had come to address the matter of India in some rational way. In the interest of international application and linguistic conformity around the English-speaking world, we have re-established the term Indians for the people of India and the adjective Indian to things relating to India and its people, history, culture, etc. Now Indian literature is the literature of India and Indian art is art of India. So far response to this changes has been favorable. We have at the same time established a number of new headings for periods of Indian history and for such things as Indian cooking and Indian literature (English).
Sears List on WilsonWeb

The Sears List of Subject Headings is now available on WilsonWeb with a unique interface developed for the cataloger or other user of subject authority records. To keep things simple, when a word or phrase is searched, the records retrieved are ranked by relevance. A direct hit on a subject heading comes to the top, followed by that heading with subdivisions, then by the heading used as a subdivision, then by the word in a see-reference, scope note, or general reference. A search for a “Use For” term takes you directly to the established heading or headings for which it is a reference. The authority record on the screen looks very much as it does in the book, with broader, narrower, and related terms clearly labeled. All established terms are hyperlinked. A Browse display shows all the established headings and “Use For” references together in one alphabet, also hyperlinked. Every subject record has a link to a MARC display, and the front matter to the 20th edition, including the Principles of the Sears List, and the entirety of the 17th, 18th, and 19th editions of the Sears List are available by way of links to PDF pages.

For a free trial of this database, click on “Free Trials” at the top of the Wilson home page: www.hwwilson.com.

Comments, questions, and suggestions may be addressed to Joseph Miller, editor, at the following address:
The H. W. Wilson Company
950 University Avenue
Bronx, New York 10452
Telephone:     (718) 588-8400 ext. 2279
or     (800) 367-6770 ext. 2279
FAX number: (718) 590-4566
E-mail address: jmiller@hwwilson.com
