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Resolution Encouraging Library Directors to Join their 
Trustees to ALA and United for Libraries
Whereas Library Trustees are an integral part of America’s public library system;

Whereas this fact was recognized in 1896 when the second division established by the 
American Library Association was for Library Trustees;

Whereas it is recognized by all that library trustees, as laypeople, require special orientation 
and training to fulfill their roles faithfully and well;

Whereas United for Libraries is the singular ALA library division with both the mission and 
resources to help library trustees best understand their roles and duties to their libraries;

Whereas United for Libraries and the American Library Association have a special rate for 
trustee members; and

Whereas the Public Library Association (PLA) and the Library Leadership and Management 
Association (LLAMA) are the premier divisions for public library directors; now, therefore, 
be it

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members,  urges all public library directors to include membership for each of their trustees in United for Libraries in their budgets.
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Christine Hage, President, United for Libraries
Larry Neal, President, Public Library Association
Diane Bruxvoort, President, Library Leadership and Management Association

Mover: Susan Schmidt, United for Libraries Division Councilor, 240-498-3297
Seconder: Emily Bergman, LLAMA Division Councilor, 818-415-3970
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Resolution author(s): Christine Hage, President, United for Libraries Larry Neal, President, PLA, Diane Bruxvoort, President, LLAMA E-mail address: bnawalinski@ala.org 

1. Title of Resolution: Resolution Encouraging Library Directors to Join their Trustees to ALA and United for Libraries 

2. ALA Units and/or Committees Consulted (if any): United for Libraries, Public Library Association, Library Leadership and Management Association 

3. Endorsements by ALA Units and/or Committees (if any): United for Libraries, Public Library Association, Library Leadership and Management Association

 4. Fiscal implications: Specify the resources needed to carry out the resolution's directive(s).: N/A 

5. List all parties to whom resolution should be sent: N/A 

6. Impact on ALA Policies and Positions: Explain how the resolution supports ALA’s Strategic Plan, its mission, and/or its core values.: N/A
6a) ALA general policy or viewpoint: If the resolution sets forth a general policy or an ALA viewpoint, describe.: N/A
6b) Change in existing policy: If this resolution necessitates a change in existing policy, state the policy number and the change.: N/A
6c) New policy: If this resolution establishes new policy, describe.: N/A
6d) Policy conflicts: If this resolution conflicts with existing policy, state provisions for resolving the conflict.: N/A 

7. Initiating Committee or Unit (if any): United for Libraries, Public Library Association, Library Leadership and Management Association

8. Pertinent Background Information, e.g. bibliography, citations, supportive quotes, URLs, etc.: N/A

9. Mover's Name: Susan Schmidt
9a) Mover's Local Telephone Number: 240-498-3297

10 Seconder's Name: Emily Bergman
10a) Seconder's Local Telephone Number: 818-415-3970



