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Bias in my approach

Continued importance of investing in in-
house cataloging and metadata expertise




Path dependency

Explanatory theory of the constricting of options in an organization
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Potential Examples of Path Dependency
in Cataloging

Cooperative cataloging

Efficiency & productivity focus in assessment =

Expecting metadata for eresources

MARC & related technology



Comparing cataloging-centered

workflows

Relatively little customization represented —

Treatment is based on source and format
even for in-house cataloging

®5, s
2
PN
403, 0,
0, *MMMG#A
e
0 ‘MH% Ao &
% Sty U s, U,
wu.ﬁcs 2a, :a.eﬂ:.”@&bw 0, 0% Moy 5
e, 550, 0 0 4, 0y, k.em_.. \m.,v.ax. @ 05 0,
Ty 2 o, 7 Sag., 18,
Eoo.w_ e 2 yordal SSe00
0, o,
4 b, Payy, o0
o,
mmcmsﬁaaéﬁ.
595, W
4
Lo
%, o Ppo
o, o,
g, omq g, E@.memd Wz@b
Yoy 52 5, P o
Yoo, Wog D0, 4 e,
o g Pz, U 035, \w?.u
=l .um&q

N Y i % 5 8 Uy
2 By, Pag, Doy, 7 U1y Mot 08,
‘a0 By, U (Pl Loy, 9 2% 120 10 150,109
Ve, 7 7
o0y Y e Py, o, 28, 80, Koy eg g
og, O par S Yo o Yoo, #4034,
" g oot ©2g 4 7
e,
2]

)
_Maumo\ g
Sy, %,
s, e, S, o,
o e Youn, ey,
Oop, Yy Puogs ¥ se oy
% g, u % gy, P S5y
» Peq, Say, %350 b
5553 Lo 40 03 o
Aoy, 20 Y055, P, Yoo =
sty 1 29y 203,
CEN Plo,
4 b
)
Pres,, i,
P, 00
30y,
‘0
i




Questions to challenge path dependency

Why do you purchase records for some resources and catalog them in house for others?

What piece of the collection are you cataloging in-house?

Why is efficiency prioritized in technical services assessment?

Who is working on what?

Are you meeting users’ needs?




Roles & Implications of Resource
Description

Inventory
Minimal description

Accuracy is highest priority
Focus on known-item search

Discoverability
Increased focus on non-known item searches

Subject and series analysis
Increased access points — usually controlled

Promotion
Focus on promoting institutional output & holdings
Potential for work focusing work outside of traditional library systems

Context & Connections
Building connections and providing context — can be internal or external



Developing cataloging workflows based
on value & community needs

Value to Connections

community
Data f
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Identify community Create Data Specific to :
Provide access
needs Needs
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Potential result for high-value item with
-house expert
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Potential result for high-value item with

in-house expertise




Outcome

Potentially more complex & less efficient

Requires investment in knowing the collections and the communities’ needs (data that meets
specific needs, topics & materials of interest)

Takes advantage of in-house metadata expertise

Invests in adding value to the data when it’s most meaningful




What are you actually doing to demonstrate
value & challenge path dependency?

Grouping books in the backlog to be cataloged by various attributes

Prioritizing based on attributes like place of publication and
language (and then by date of receipt)

Unsystematically learning what’s being taught on campus, what
selectors know about trends and interest on campus.



| et’s share ideas!
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