Discussion of revision of LCSH heading “Illegal aliens”

[bookmark: _GoBack]To share some further thoughts, I think that SAC should avoid discussing, as a whole group, the details of what an appropriate alternative to the LCSH "Illegal aliens" would be (whether it could be "Undocumented immigrants" or "Unauthorized non-citizens" or whatever). It seems to me that this is not a productive thing to discuss as a body. If SAC wants to make a recommendation about what "Illegal aliens" should be replaced with, and take up the question of what alternative(s) might solve the problem of an "inherently legal" term, then a task force should be formed.

What I do think we should discuss is how ethical principles of librarianship in general, and of subject analysis in particular, apply to this issue. In the case of "Illegal aliens," use of legal terminology and the avoidance of pejorative terms are in conflict—we know that PSD feels bound to use the terminology established in the U.S. Code, and we know that some members of the public find this terminology to be pejorative and offensive. 

Rejection of the "I word" (illegal) is widespread and growing, and the use of the term "alien" is also being questioned:

Historical Background and Legal Implications of the Term “illegal”
The i-word is part of a long-term political strategy to criminalize immigrants.
https://www.raceforward.org/sites/default/files/DTIW_HistoricalBackground.pdf 

Watch 70K People Tell The New York Times to Drop The I-Word
The Drop The I-Word team and a coalition of activists deliver 70,000 signatures
http://www.colorlines.com/articles/watch-70k-people-tell-new-york-times-drop-i-word 

Let's Drop the I-Word—Again
We pushed major media to drop the i-word five years ago, but the slur is making a comeback. It's time for us to unite and say—again—that no human being is illegal.
http://www.colorlines.com/articles/lets-drop-i-word%E2%80%94again

Time to Retire the Term ‘Alien’ / NY Times Editorial Board
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/20/opinion/time-to-retire-the-term-alien.html

Gov. Brown doesn't want California to use this word for immigrants 
Gov. Jerry Brown signed a trio of immigration-related measures Monday, including one removing the word “alien” from California’s labor code because it is seen as a disparaging term for those not born in the United States.
http://www.latimes.com/local/political/la-me-pc-gov-jerry-brown-signs-bills-to-help-immigrants-20150810-story.html 

'Illegal,' 'undocumented,' 'unauthorized': News media shift language on immigration
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/06/17/illegal-undocumented-unauthorized-news-media-shift-language-on-immigration/ 

Since inclusiveness and equitable service are foundational library principles (reflected in the ALA Code of Ethics), SAC could argue that the avoidance of pejorative terms is more important for library users than fealty to legal terminology. If there's agreement on that, we could recommend simply that LC should discontinue the subject heading "Illegal aliens" and replace it with appropriate non-pejorative terms. Of course, we're aware that LC has to be concerned with its relationship to Congress, but that isn't SAC's job. If we maintain that respectful and inclusive language is a higher priority than consistency with the U.S. Code, we're free to say so even if we don't think LC is at liberty to act on it. SAC making such a recommendation would strengthen the arguments for changing "Illegal aliens" and other subject heading terms that come to be viewed as pejorative, even if changes take some time. 
