ACRL Government Relations Committee
Minutes

June 25, 2006

Present: Lee Hisle, Chair; Marilyn Ochoa; Ruth Kifer; Mike McLane; Charles Kratz; Rickey Best; Karen Malenfant; Miriam Nisbet.

Absent: Prudence Adler; Mario Ascensio; Lynne Bradley; Donna Ferullo;  Jonathan Miller; Elizabeth Roberts; Larry Romans; Allen Scherlen; Carol Spector; Angela Williams;

1.  The meeting began at 2:30 p.m. in Grand Ballroom C of the Sheraton New Orleans hotel. Chair Hisle called for a motion to approve the minutes from the Chicago meeting.  Kratz moved approval, seconded by Ochoa.  After review, the minutes were approved.

2. Hisle then conducted a review of the membership of the committee.  It was noted that this was Kifer’s last meeting.  Hisle expressed his appreciation for her involvement with the committee.

3. Hisle began with an update on the recommendations made by the committee.  The first item was whether or not the committee wished to move forward with the legislative advocacy track?  Or should the committee integrate the advocates into the ALA’s federal legislative group?

The original proposal for the legislative advocacy track was to recruit members of ACRL willing to contact legislators, and to be known in their states as the “go to” person for legislative issues affecting libraries.  After some discussion, it was decided to form a sub-committee to make a recommendation as to whether the committee should move forward with a recommendation to either develop the legislative advocate process or to merge with the ALA federal legislative group.  Members of the sub-committee include Hisle, Malenfant, McLane, and Kratz.

4. Hisle began a discussion on purpose of the Coordinating Committee for the Advocacy committees.  The Coordinating Committee is interested in improving the structure and functioning of the committee, and to ensure that the committee is functioning as a coordinating body.  Please make recommendations or provide thoughts to Hisle.

5. Nisbet presented a report from the Washington Office, reviewing legislation.  She noted the importance of the Network Neutrality bill, which is a top priority for the Association.  The Senate is currently looking at a telecommunications bill which will affect net neutrality, which may come up before July 3.  There may be an e-mail from the Washington Office asking librarians to contact their representatives on the bill.

The current Telecommunications bill is a major concern to the library community.  Current proposals such as S2360, sponsored by Ron Wyden (D-OR) or S2917, sponsored by Senators Snowe (R-ME) and Dorgan (D-ND) should be supported.  Concerns on the telecommunications bills which would allow the FCC to require the inclusion of Broadcast flags in digital distribution still exist.  The concern is whether or not the broadcast flags would have a negative impact on distance education activities.  Senator Stevens has proposed a bill which includes language on distance education and which states that there must be an exception to serve the public interest.
The American Library Association is behind legislation (HR5439) which develops the concept of Orphan Works within the Copyright Act.  Under the proposed legislation, the demonstration of a good faith effort to locate the copyright holder prior to publication would limit damages which could be assessed by the courts.

Concern has been expressed over the proposed funding for the Environmental Protection Agencies.  The cuts to be imposed make it likely that the EPA libraries will be forced to close.   The ACRL board is considering a resolution expressing support for the EPA libraries and continued access to those documents by the people.
A legal brief has been filed in the 11th Circuit Court dealing with the issue of whether a publisher (National Geographic) can republish copyrighted works in a different format without violating copyright.  The National Geographic Society has issued a cd-rom of the 100 years of its publications.  The content is the same as print.  The brief filed in the 11th circuit is an amicus curiae in support of allowing the NGS to distribute the cd-rom as being consistent with the Tasini decision.  The 2nd Circuit Court in a separate case has already ruled in favor of the National Geographic.  Lacking a reversal of its decision by the 11th Circuit, it is possible this case may go to the Supreme Court.

6. Malenfant discussed the hearings on Section 108 of the Copyright Act.  There is a concern that the library voice has not been heard in regard to exceptions to the law allowing of libraries and archives to digitize resources.
The Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act (CALEA).  CALEA requires telecommunications carriers to ensure that their communication equipment are capable of conducting electronic surveillance.  CALEA includes any entity engaged in a communication service if the FCC finds that 1) it is a replacement for a substantial portion of the local telephone exchange service, and 2) that it is in the public interest to deem such an entity to be a carrier under CALEA.
  Final determinations as to whether or not libraries  provide internet access to their patrons are to be considered private networks and exempt from CALEA, or because they connect to a public network are subject to the Act.
7. National Library Legislative Day.  The Government Relations Committee will be responsible for developing the program for NLLD.  Hisle noted that there are generally 40 to 50 individuals at the NLLD luncheon.  NLLD will be held May 1st and 2nd, 2007.

Hisle recommended that academic librarians attend with their state delegations.  Mobilizing individuals within the state chapters and encouraging people to go is recommended.  Members of the Government Relations Committee should plan on attending.  There will be more discussion on National Library Legislative Day at the Mid-Winter meeting.

8. The Government Relations Committee has been asked to report back to the Board on its work and how the work fits in to the ACRL Strategic Plan.  Discussion was tabled.  Hisle and Malenfant to prepare a report for the Board.

9.  Hisle appointed a Subcommittee to address the measurement of the Committee’s legislative agenda success.  Best appointed to the Subcommittee and will work with Hisle on preparing a draft.

10. There will be a revised ACRL Legislative Agenda available this fall.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Rickey Best
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