[bookmark: _GoBack]LHRT Gleason Award Committee Report
May 31, 2013
Submitted by Patti Becker

Committee members:  Patti Becker (chair), Renate Chancellor, Steve Sowards

Process

In late spring 2012 the 2013 award committee combed lists of “books received” and book reviews published in a variety of library and related periodicals, including Library Quarterly, Information & Culture:  A Journal of History, SHARP News, and others.  Book reviews were especially helpful in determining if books met the award criteria.  The committee also checked the LHRT’s “Bibliography of Library History”  < http://www.ala.org/lhrt/popularresources/amerlibhis >.  

For books that we agreed met the award criteria the committee then contacted the publishers, and in some cases authors, to let them know their book(s) were eligible for the award and to ask them to send one copy to each committee member.  The committee shared this task, with each member assigned to contact certain publishers using a letter template drafted by the chair, customized for each request.  

In addition, the committee recommends placing notices in the LHRT Newsletter, on the LHRT listserv and other listservs, such as ALISE and SHARP, and in ALA Connect to attract the interest of publishers and individuals who may wish to nominate.  For the 2013 award the committee received several unsolicited titles from publishers. 

The entire process netted twenty-one works for the committee to read from throughout the English-speaking world.  Upon receipt the committee members sent acknowledgment letters to all publishers and authors who sent books, again dividing up this task and using a letter template drafted by the chair. 

Reading began in earnest during the summer of 2012 and continued into February 2013.  Committee members read each book and evaluated them using the criteria laid out on the Gleason award website.  By late February, 2013, the committee was ready to discuss and decide via teleconference.

Once the award winner had been decided the chair contacted the winner, the winner’s publisher, the LHRT Research Committee chair Bernadette Lear and Norman Rose at ALA.  She also sent customized letters to all publishers and authors who had sent works for consideration to inform them that their candidate(s) did not win, and informing them that the winner would be announced in June.  The chair sent a press release to Norman Rose and Bernadette Lear on May 8, 2013.  The press release was distributed on May 14.

For Consideration

Upon reading it was clear that a few unsolicited submissions were more print culture or book history than library history, although libraries played a role in some of these works.  Interdisciplinary works are particularly desirable, but we recommend that future notices place a stronger emphasis on the main criterion of library history.  Also, the previous Gleason Award committee read and evaluated fourteen titles.  The 2013 committee read half again as many titles.  Given that increase, it is especially important to ensure that the library history criterion is stressed and made more explicit in the future.  

The current Gleason website wording describing criteria and eligibility is:  “Books published in the three preceding calendar years are eligible; e.g. books that appeared in 2010, 2011, or 2012 will be eligible for the award in 2013. Bibliographies and edited collections will not be considered. Entries are judged on quality of scholarship, clarity of style, and depth of research. The round table is particularly interested in works that place the subject within its broader historical, social, cultural, and political context and make interdisciplinary connections with print culture and information studies.”  

