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The Weekly Challenger : 2005 : 10 : 27

Local ID
TWC-DIG_0498_2005-10-27

Provenance

Donated and permissions granted by The Weekly Challenger to USFSP Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library, Special Collections & University Archives on March 1, 2013

Temporal Coverage
1967 - Present
—

Digital Archive




Nelson Poynter Memorial Library | USF St. Petersburg Library General Guides

Weekly Challenger African American Digital Newspaper Archive and Research Guide Search this G Search

Introduction: Weekly Challenger Digital Newspaper Archive

Introduction: Weekly Challenger
Digital Newspaper Archive

Chronology
Index
1960s
1970s
1980s
1990s
2000s
2010 - 2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

St. Petersburg African
American History Resources

Tampa African American
History Resources

Florida African American
History Resources

The Weekly Challenger

KeepPING You CONNECTED To YOUuR CoMMUNITY

The Weekly Challenger has documented the history of St. Petersburg's African American community since the newspaper

was established by Cleveland Johnson Jr. in September 1967.

In 2013 an agreement between the USF Nelson Poynter Memorial Library and the Johnson family allowed the library to
become the home for existing print issues of The Weekly Challenger. Since 2016 the library and newspaper have worked in

partnership to create the digital Weekly Challenger newspaper archive.

This research guide is part of the USF Libraries African American Experience in Florida (AAE) online portal.

+ The Weekly Challenger website.
« "The Weekly Challenger turns 50!"

By Lyn Johnson, The Weekly Challenger, print edition, Sep. 21, 2017. (Posted online Sep. 22, 2017.)

Excerpt:

"Fifty years ago today, The Weekly Challenger came into existence. My father, Cleveland Johnson, Jr., borrowed $40
from a friend to keep a months-old publication alive called the Weekly Challenge after the owner M.C. Fountain passed

away. He added an 'r’ and the rest is history."

ST. PETERSBURG AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY RESOURCES

(This page includes recent local news coverage about Black Lives Matter protests.)

Photo courtesy of the City of St. Petersburg




Index

ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LIFE AND HISTORY
(ASALH, St. Petersburg, Florida, branch)
(Related articles)

BETHUNE, MARY McLEOD
(Related articles)

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
(Related articles)

BLACK LIVES MATTER

(Related articles)

and

(St. Petersburg African American History Resources Page)

CAMPBELL PARK NEIGHBORHOOD

"Campbell Park throughout the years."

By Jon Wilson, The Weekly Challenger, May 1, 2014.
(Related articles)

Index & Chronology




Nelson Poynter Memorial Library

Weekly Challenger Afri

Overview

Research Guides

can American Digital Newspaper Archive and Research Guide

St. Petersburg African American History Resources

1960s

1970s

1980s

1990s

2000s

2010 - 2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

St. Petersburg African|

American History Res

St. Petersburg African A
History Resources

Nelson Poynter Memorial Library ~ Research Guides

Weekly Challenger African American Digital Newspaper Archive and Research Guide :

Overview Tampa African American History Resources
1960s
Nelson Poynter Memoril Library | Resssrch Guides

1970s Weekly Challenger African American Digital Newspaper Archive and Research Guide . Search
1980s o i " "

(el Florida African American History Resources
1990s 1960s STATE RESOURCES

1970s : g .
2000s Bibliography: Florida's African-American History.

1980s Florida Department of State, Division of Library and Information Services

h.
2010 - 2013 — fisssats
) « Civil Rights Library of St. Augustine

2014 2000s + Florida African American Heritage Preservation Network

AT « FAMU Digital Resource Center
2015 Civil Rights Tallahassee, Leon County, and Florida

2014 « Florida Black Heritage Trail Guidebook.
2016 2015 Florida Heritage Publication, 2007.

* Florida Black History Month
2017 2016
« Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame.

2018 2017 « Fort Mose Historical Society

2018 * Harry T. & Harriette V. Moore Memorial Park Site
2019  Video: "The History of Southwest Florida: African-Americans, 1800-1960."

) WGCU Public Media, 2004.
2020 2020 « State Archives: Civil Rights Movement in Florida.

Floridamemory.com

St. F g. St. g African

American History Resources + State Archives: Black History Month Resources.
American Histc Floridamemory.com

Tampa African American
Tampa African History Resources

State Archives: Racism and the Struggle for Civil Rights in Florida,
Floridamemory.com
History Resou

Florida African Am
History Resources The Long History of Race Relations in Florida
“This four-part panel series covered Florida's Black history from European settlement, the Civil War and Reconstruction, and

FLORIDA HUMANITIES (Formally the Florida Humanities Council)

Tampa African

: ces Florida Aff Amq H
Resources ol Aftican Anarican ftofy the Civil Rights Movements of the mid-20th century and the present."

Resources

h this Guide Search
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St. Pete celebrates Juneteenth

June 25, 2020

Photo courtesy of the City of St. Petersburg

Say Something!

July 18, 2020 + TWC

Youth Farm continues to thrive

July 18, 2020 - TWC

SPPD announced new
response team to handle non-
violent 911 calls

July 18, 2020 - TWC

Business Spotlight:
EmpowHERMent

July 18, 2020 + TWC

Fight, flight or freeze, part 1

July 18, 2020 + TWC

Victoria Lawson goes on to
glory

July 18, 2020 + TWC

Mortgage Payment Assistance
grant program

July 18, 2020 + TWC
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Booker Creek - 1940s

“Community Spotlé;m: James Ulysses Edwards, Jr. ‘Jock’ Educator, Machine Repairman,
Husband/Parent, Grandparent.” By Emma Cavin, The Weekly Challenger, December 15, 2011, Page
4, https://digital.usfsp.edu/challenger/206/

Jock Edwards was born January 19, 1937 at 1514
Fourth Avenue South, right where Tropicana Field
now sits. The family lived there until he was in junior
high school, then moved to a bigger house right next
door at 1516. There he lived until he graduated from
Gibbs High School. Booker Creek, where he and his
friends leamed to swim, ran through the area.

Directions: To here - From here
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© 2018 Google
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City of St. Pete to honor
Ray Charles and his song

endition_of
My Mind,” he

were difficult
nily was poor. His older
r drowned. Ray lost

and perform-
fude author John
nd

1o write the  Charles ofien ret

ounded better  Florida with many visits
with the name St Pete.” St Pete, including perforn
| ~said C

the

segregation, but als

Bayfront Center and at an
Although Ray Charles — outdoor concert at Camy

Robinson was born_in ko

Geg

Ray Charles at the Manhattan
Casino - July 5, 1957

BLIND PIANIST HERE TODAY

A Suncosst faverite, Ray Charles, hlind plin-
ist from Chicago, will sppear here at Manhattan
Casine  today. The noted plankstovacalist has
gained mational fame since he released his first
Atlantie tecord, “Don’t You Know Haby™ about
three years age, Prier (o entering the pop field
about five years ago, Charles way an sccompanist
for & Chicage chureh cholr. Some of his ather tap
waxings Include “Crying In My Own Tears” “I've
Got A Woman,” “Mary Ann" and “Loncly Wom.
an” Dancing starts at § pom,

(SCUA: St. Petersburg Times
microfilm collection)

Directions: To here - From here
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The Weekly Challenger inspires research guide on area black history

HISTORY, from front page

“What | like about The
Weekly Crallenger is !.hey
write history stories
time,” he said. “And ﬂul's

pick up all the words cor-
rectly, or if the ink wasnt
;rintzdrizh(.ilwon‘tca:h
a word,” he said. *Part of
thcmudusawzydu—ym
to get around that

Then, student ques
tions Jed him to create an
index. Shedden reasoned
that students who dont
know a lot about the Man-
hattan Casino or the
Deuces wouldnt know
where to find them in the
chronology.

can broaden

don't say it, I can see it in
Mews:'Makemylde
as easy as ™ he
said. “That's kind of what |
see my mission as doing
— taking this extraordi-
nary archive, and then
connecting it to other
parts of its history.

“Ultimately, a newspa-
per is a collection of sto-
ries. And my job is to take
those stories to help the
students, but also connect
them to other resources.”

In the beginning, The
Weekly Challenger served
as the core of his research
guide. But Shedden
wanted to expand beyond
that

“There are a lot of re-
ally good people doing
good projects, but they're
snnoldomgmemmde

their research to include
the black history of not
oaly Tampa Bay, but also
the state of Florida. They
can browse relevant ex-
hibits at the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African Ameri-
can Museum and the
Florida Holocaust Mu-

lhelocdcha;u\rdtheAs-
sociation for the Study of
African American Life and

But Shedden doubts it
will ever be finished.

'lguesi’skindoﬂﬂ(e
arecipe,” he said. *1 see an
mhandsay'oh.ldm’t
have that in the index. 1
should have that ™

saAd’Sol'mulsohopma
vnlhuwmur]elohnkm
the various
Now, the project in-
cludes books and re-
sources from other local
i i and

outlets.

year, he published a
chronology of Florida’s pa-
pers from 1783 to 2001.
“This buikis on my
work that [ did for the his-

Fountain as The Wezuy
Crallenge in 1967, after
the then-St. Petershwrg
Times discontinued its
embattled *“Negro News™

distributed in the black
community. And it pains
me that that took place,”
Shedden said. “However, if
you look at the pages, they
do exactly The
Weekly Challenger does —
llbnmsacomnnuntyw
gether in ©

David

at Neison Poynier
cvoaoumogmtocovmnuoum
10 ofher parts of history.

took on the role of CEO
and publisher emerita,
while their daughter, Lyn,
became the puhljsherand
general manager in 2012
“The Weekly Galkw
filled in an i need,

with itself on those pages.™

Shortly thereafter, the
paper was acquired by
Cleveland Johnson, Jr,

but it has survived,” Shed-
den said “When I talk

Memorial Lbrary.

“We need to be able to
preserve it and Ink to it
somehow and share it.”

To\uewS'wddensm

guide,  visit
W/ﬂﬂlﬂ@du/t—ﬂv?
R=84312

MyWndemdua
mmhl reportey  in  the

After Johmon ‘s death
in 2001, his wife, Ethel,

about as pri- d News Bureau
mrywceslsiywmif of the University of Soutk
Florida . Petershworg. Vit
the fumre you cant hlm nubnews. com for move info.
the important work 70 reach her, email ewun-
lhal they've done before. deylick @mail usf edy.

The Weekly
Challenger
inspires
research guide
on area black
history

D

Cleveland Johnson, Jr.,
founder of The Weekly
Chatlenger

BY EMILY WUNDERLICH
Nesghborhoad News Bumau
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