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Sears List on EBSCOhost 
The Sears List of Subject Headings continues to be updated under the guidance of the List’s Editor, 

Barbara Bristow, and a team of librarians at EBSCO Information Services. All additions and 

revisions will be updated in the Sears EBSCOhost database by the end of the year and are available 

to our electronic users as MARC authority files. All headings are RDA compliant. The following 

are among new headings proposed: 

 

Asexual people  

Bisexual people  

Bisexuals 

Drag culture 

Drag kings 

Drag queens 

Gender studies 

Gun violence 

High interest-low vocabulary books 

Illegal aliens 

Olympics, special 

Mass shootings 

Transvestites 

Women’s studies 

 

 

Please note that some new terms are created as, or updated to, non-preferred terms. For example, 

“Transvestites” points users to “Cross-dressers” as the preferred term. “Illegal aliens” was updated 

to a non-preferred term pointing to “Unauthorized immigrants,” likewise with “Aliens (Foreign 

population)” pointing to the preferred term “Noncitizens,” and so on. 

 

In addition to the above, the following extant terms are to receive edits, which could include 

promotion to preferred term, demotion to non-preferred term, addition of a scope note, correction 

of a typo, etc.  

 

Aliens (Foreign population) 

Armed forces  

Anansi (Legendary character) 

Argonauts (Legendary 

characters) 

Bunyan, Paul (Legendary 

character) 

Cassandra (Legendary 

character) 

Cross-dressers  

Cuchulain (Legendary 

character) 

Gender identity 

Gender role  

Hi-Lo books 

Intersex people 

Jason (Legendary character) 

Justice League (Fictional characters) 

Kashrut 

Lancelot (Legendary character) 

LGBT people 

Merlin (Legendary character) 

Morgan Le Fay (Legendary character) 

Noncitizens 

Noncitizens—United States 

Oedipus (Legendary character) 

Québec (Province)—History—Autonomy 

and independence movements 

Québec (Province)—Separatist movement 

Roland (Legendary character) 

Roland (Legendary character—Romances 

Sanctuary movement 
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Scheherezade (Legendary 

character) 

School shootings 

Sexual identity 

Shadowpact (Fictional 

character) 

Transgender people 

Unauthorized immigrants 

 

 

Special attention this year is paid to Canadian headings and new LGBTQ+ headings, along with 

those related to “Gun violence,” “Mass shootings,” and “School shootings.” Additional updates 

are made to reflect world events and the changing face of society. 

 

For a free trial of the database, click on “Free Trials” at the top of the EBSCO Publishing home 

page: www.ebscohost.com. 

 

Sears List of Subject Headings, 21st Edition 
The 21st edition of the print version of Sears was published in spring 2014.  It is printed and 

distributed by Grey House Publishing. The 22nd edition is expected to publish in 2018. Inquiries 

and orders can be made at: 

 

 Grey House Publishing 

 4919 Route 22 

PO Box 56 

Amenia, NY 12501 

Telephone: (800) 562-2139 or (518) 789-8700 

Web: http://www.hwwilsoninprint.com/    Email: info@greyhouse.com  
 

Sears List of Subject Headings Advisory Board 
The Sears editorial team is seeking members for the Sears Advisory Board. Volunteers who make 

up the Advisory Board assist in the vocabulary development process throughout the year and may 

be called upon to give input regarding use of the vocabulary in libraries. The Advisory Board is 

virtual and does not require physical attendance at conferences. To be considered for a position, 

please contact the editorial team at one of the addresses below. 

 

Comments, questions, and suggestions may be addressed to Maria Hugger, Product Manager of 

Collection Development or Barbara Bristow, editor of the 21st edition at the following addresses: 

 

EBSCO Information Services 

10 Estes Street 

Ipswich, MA 01938 

Telephone:     (978) 356-6500 or  (800) 653-2726  

FAX number: (978) 356-6565 

E-mail address: mhugger@ebsco.com or bbristow@ebsco.com 
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