ACRL/ASCLA/LITA Universal Accessibility Interest Groups Meeting
ALA Annual/San Francisco
Saturday, June 27, 2015 – 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Introductions 
Updates
[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendees shared updates about accessibility services and programs at their libraries. 
Questions or Concerns About Situations/Challenges in Libraries
 Services for Adults with Disabilities
·         Discussion about public libraries not having services for people who are aged 23-70 and have disabilities. Several suggestions were provided: (1) Work with the one-stops, (2) create an advisory board, (3) train the librarians on how to work with people with disabilities, (4) create book clubs and make digital versions of books available (if needed), and (5) consider services for those who cannot come to their libraries. 
 Database/Ebook Accessibility
·         The issue of spending lots of money on inaccessible databases was raised. Libraries are under additional pressure due to lawsuits from the Department of Justice. The Association of Research Libraries (ARL) toolkit was mentioned as a resource to aid research libraries in making their web presence accessible: http://accessibility.arl.org/. 
           Participants suggested that the following might be helpful allies or sources of information:
o    Librarians are working with eBook vendors to make one accessible vendor of digital. There was a poster session on accessible eBook during the conference. California State University’s (CSU) Accessible Technology Initiative hired companies to test database vendors. CSU checks the VPAT and that leads to negotiations with the vendors. The question was raised if there is a federal library that would be willing to work on these issues and mention was made that the Special Library Association (SLA) has a stronger federal library presence.
o    California State University Accessible Technology Initiative: http://www.calstate.edu/accessibility/
o    Reaching Across Illinois Library System (RAILS) is dealing with academic eBooks.
o    FAFLRT (Federal and Armed Forces Library Round Table) http://www.ala.org/faflrt/front may be helpful due to 508 requirements for Federal programs.
o    Special Library Association’s Federal Librarians   group: https://newtech4fedlib.sites.usa.gov/
o    Bring the issue of accessibility to advisory boards of libraries.
o    It is the vendor’s responsibility to make sure that the databases are compliant; they need to do the needed testing.
o    The Urban Libraries Council might be brought on board when they understand this affects 20% of the population.
o    Can also consult with a disabilities rights lawyer.
Potential Program Planning for 2016
         The possible program “Don’t Get Sued” was suggested. The program would feature including accessibility experts talking with librarians about the importance of accessible databases.
o    There was interest in hearing from libraries that have been sued for accessibility. 
o    A program slot will be pursued through the ASCLA Board.
         Because the literature for children and youth is not diverse enough, including accessibility, there is going to be a program on 2016 on “intersectionality.”
Other Business
 Accessibility of Virtual Meetings
·         The subject of accessibility issues with virtual conferencing was raised. Several ACRL and ASCLA interest group members, in conjunction with staff from ALA’s Information Technology & Telecommunication Services, tested two web conferencing products: Accessible Event and Talking Communities. 
o     When a videophone user participates in a webinar, they have to attend to the webinar screen and the screen that features her video phone interpreter, which can be difficult.  This could be another reason to bring up the issue of funding for captioning virtual meetings somewhere within ALA, so that any groups within ALA could be prepared to offer captioning for virtual meetings if it is requested by a deaf participant. Captioning the videos is a good solution because there is transcript of the conversation that is automatically generated.
o    If there is a virtual meeting participant from a federal library, they would be able to get funding for captioning for the meeting. The Special Library Association (SLA) has a stronger federal library presence.
·         The ACRL UAIG has used conference calls, which has worked for deaf and blind participants.  However, conference calls don’t allow groups to share PowerPoints or other documents during the meeting.  
Possible Sub-Groups
·         There was discussion about the accessibility of LibGuides, a product to create online research guides. ACRL UAIG leaders had discussed a possible sub-interest group formed around LibGuides. A sign-up sheet was passed around for those potentially interested.  It was raised that public libraries sometimes use LibGuides as well as academic libraries, so they should be included in the group.
·         A sign-up sheet was also distributed for a possible subgroup to explore funding in ALA for captioning virtual meetings.
New version of ALA Connect
·         ALA Connect is going to be taken over by the company Higher Logic.
Continued Joint Meetings of ACRL/ASCLA/LITA Accessibility Groups
·         Attendees supported this and decided not to divide into separate groups during in-person meetings at ALA midwinter and annual.
Final Announcements/Business
·         As the meeting was ending, it was mentioned that there was an effort during this conference to pass a Resolution Denouncing Systemic Racism by groups that have supported the UAIG in the past.  Although she didn’t have enough information in time for this resolution, she suggested in the future perhaps UAIG could consider adding its name in support of resolutions on similar topics.  Several attendees supported this idea.
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