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The full briefing document for Library of Congress staff attending ALA is available on the LC web site at http://www.loc.gov/ala.  It consists of information about all Library service units, divisions, and offices, and covers initiatives undertaken since the ALA’s Annual Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana, in June 2011.

GENERAL

LC Booth.  The LC exhibit booth is no. 1829 in the Dallas Convention Center, Dallas, Tex.  The Library of Congress’s booth manager is Isabella Marques de Castilla.  A complete schedule of booth theater presentations is available on the “Library of Congress at ALA” web site, http://www.loc.gov/ala.  Associate Librarian for Library Services Roberta Shaffer will be at the booth from 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Sunday and Monday to meet ALA members and listen to their priorities for the Library of Congress.

Online Exhibitions.  Seven new online exhibits were added to LC’s web site in 2011: The Red Book of Carl G. Jung; Coast to Coast: The Federal Theatre Project 1935–1939; The Last Full Measure: Civil War Photographs from the Liljenquist Family Collection; The Herblock Gallery; The Swann Gallery; I Love Lucy: An American Legend; and Earth as Art 3: A Landsat Perspective. The Hope for America online exhibition was updated with approximately 100 new objects. The online presentation NAACP: A Century in the Fight for Freedom 1909–2009 was completed with the addition of more than 150 items, spanning the period 1895 to 2010.


The second installment of the five-year NUCMC Web observance of the Civil War sesquicentennial is scheduled for mounting on the NUCMC web site (http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc) in January 2012.  It will focus on personal narratives of members of the Union and Confederate armed forces. Further installments are planned through 2015.

Social Media Presence.  Over the last fiscal year, over 3,500 new photos were uploaded to the Library’s Flickr account (www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress), including new sets of images from diverse Library collections on subjects such as the Civil War and World War I.  The over 14,000 total images posted there have received over 29 million views since the 2008 launch. 


The Library of Congress YouTube channel (http://www.youtube.com/libraryofcongress) continued to grow with new video series including the 2011 National Book Festival, Music and Concerts, and Hidden Treasures of the Library of Congress. Since the site’s mid-2009 debut, the Library’s YouTube channel has provided more than 2.7 million video views to users around the world.


LC continues to work closely with Apple to provide content through the iTunes platform. The Library’s iTunes U site (http://deimos3.apple.com/WebObjects/Core.woa/Browse/loc.gov) continued to be a frequently featured site within the iTunes application, hosting audio, video, and educational content for the Library. Library content on iTunes is being downloaded and viewed at a rate of over 1 million items annually. New for 2011 are series on the 2011 National Book Festival, the Veterans History Project, and Civil War Sheet Music.


Facebook now hosts a significant LC presence. In addition to the main Library of Congress Facebook site (http://www.facebook.com/libraryofcongress), Facebook pages for the Law Library (http://www.facebook.com/lawlibraryofcongress), American Folklife Center (http://www.facebook.com/americanfolklifecenter), Global Legal information Network (http://www.facebook.com/glin.network), and NDIIPP (http://www.facebook.com/digitalpreservation) are also supported.  


LC also has a Twitter presence (http://www.twitter.com/librarycongress).  New feeds for 2011 include Digital Preservation, World Digital Library, THOMAS, CRS4Congress, Maps, and Copyright.

Twitter Archive.  In September 2011, the Library’s Twitter accessioning application went into live production, and tweets dating from December 2010 forward were transferred into the Library’s custodial care. Twenty-four billion tweets were transferred by the end of September. The real-time tweet collection grows at a rate of approximately 6 million tweets/hour, 10 gigabytes/hour. The accessioning of real-time tweets is completely up to date. The historic archive has yet to be made available. A Library Services team delivered a report outlining proposed public services in February 2011. In September 2011, following the completion of benchmarking exercises, draft recommendations for the technologies needed to meet proposed delivery requirements were completed, and are currently under review.

Copyright Acquisitions of Electronic Serials.  The eSerials project is part of a larger effort to build the Library of Congress’ collection of works that exist solely in electronic formats. The Library identified digital serials as the first category of online-only works to be subject to demand by the Copyright Office under the interim regulations.  The Library selected 100 titles from 38 publishers to start the project; it will soon announce additional eSerials to be collected and, eventually, other categories of digital works.


The Library is considering whether to request all the titles it will want to collect from a single publisher at once, rather than selecting individual titles over time, so that publishers will be more likely to set up packaging and delivery mechanisms that suit the Library and themselves.  Ultimately, the Library hopes to receive most serial content in XML (extensible mark-up language) format that complies with a widely used standard developed by the National Library of Medicine. The “best edition” criteria included in the interim regulations specify this format as the Library’s first preference among a hierarchy of file types publishers can submit. XML files that meet these standards are the easiest to preserve and make accessible in the long term, which is the Library’s goal.

West Africa Project.  In fiscal year 2011, LC commissioned the Council of American Overseas Research Centers (CAORC) to test a new model for obtaining materials from important but difficult to access regions of the world.  This effort was in response to a study requested by Congress and the General Accounting Office for the Library to explore ways to reduce costs incurred by the Library’s overseas offices.  The study revealed West Africa as a region where the Library and other large research libraries have challenges in acquiring materials.  CAORC, with its network of independent overseas research centers that maintain a permanent presence in the countries in which they are located, was selected by the Library as the institution for testing an acquisitions model in West Africa. Eleven bibliographic services representatives from mostly francophone countries were chosen to participate in the first pilot project.  In its first year of operation, the project yielded 1,355 titles for cataloging, including many titles published in West Africa.

Mass Digitization of Books.  The Copyright Office published a preliminary analysis and discussion document that addresses the issues raised by the intersection between copyright law and the mass digitization of books. The purpose of the analysis is to facilitate further discussions among the affected parties and the public.  For further information, see http://www.copyright.gov/docs/massdigitization.

Staffing Changes.  Since the Annual Conference, there have been several changes in the management personnel throughout LC.  They include:
· Deanna Marcum retired as Associate Librarian for Library Services on Dec. 31, 2011. She became managing director, Ithaka Strategies and Research (Ithaka S+R), on Jan. 1, 2012.  She has agreed to chair the advisory committee for the Library of Congress Bibliographic Framework Initiative on a volunteer basis.

· Roberta Shaffer was appointed Associate Librarian for Library Services, effective Jan. 3, 2012.  She was formerly Law Librarian of Congress.

· David Mao was appointed Law Librarian of Congress effective Jan. 3, 2012.  Mr. Mao had served as Deputy Law Librarian of Congress since June 2010. 

· Mark Strattner retired as chief of the Law Library’s Collections Services Office, Nov. 3, 2011.

· Peggy Bulger retired as Director of the American Folklife Center on Dec. 31, 2011.  Elizabeth “Betsy” Peterson is the new director, effective Jan. 16, 2012. 

· Fenella France was appointed chief of the Preservation Research and Testing Division on Aug. 15, 2011. Dr. France first joined the Library of Congress in 2007 as a preservation research scientist.  
· Adrija Henley was appointed permanent chief of the Preservation Reformatting Division, effective Oct. 16, 2011, after serving for several months as acting chief.  She was formerly head of the Southeast Europe Section, Germanic and Slavic Division.

· John Mark (Mark) Sweeney was appointed chief of the Humanities and Social Sciences Division on Sept. 12, 2011.  He was formerly chief of the Serial and Government Publications Division.

GENERAL CATALOGING

ABA Staffing Changes.  The Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access Directorate (ABA) now has approximately 500 staff.  As a result of the Voluntary Separations Incentive Program (i.e., “buyouts”) offered in the fall, over 50 nonsupervisory staff retired between October 31 and November 3, 2011 [Library-wide, 186 staff took the buyouts].  The VSIP retirees included Anthony Franks and Gracie Gilliam of the Cooperative Programs Section.  Other personnel changes are as follows.

· Allene Hayes was appointed chief of the US/Anglo Division, effective Nov. 21, 2011. She was formerly digital projects coordinator for the ABA Directorate and leader of the Electronic Resources Management System Pilot Team. She served as acting chief of USAN earlier in 2011.

· John Hébert, chief of the Geography and Maps Division, retired Aug. 31.  His successor is Ralph Ehrenberg, a former chief of G&M who has returned to the Library.

· Philip Melzer retired as chief of the Asian and Middle Eastern Division on Dec. 31, 2011. Thompson A. (Tom) Yee, assistant chief of the Policy and Standards Division, is the acting chief of ASME.

· Regina Reynolds was appointed head of the ISSN Publisher Liaison Section, US and Publisher Liaison Division, on Dec. 1, 2011.

· Three ABA section heads retired, and seven ABA staff members passed away, including Larry Dixson (NDMSO) and Betty Smith (COIN).  

PSD Staffing Changes.  PSD has also had several staffing changes due to retirements and reassignments.

· Judith Kuhagen, senior cataloging policy specialist, retired on December 31, 2011, after 39 years of outstanding contributions to LC, PCC, ALA, and IFLA.  In January, she will be back at LC as part-time volunteer for a few months.  She also was recently hired as the part-time secretary to the Joint Steering Committee for Development of RDA.  

· Demaris Thompson and Grover Robinson took the November buyout and retired from the Data Integrity Section of PSD.  

· Kate James, senior cataloger on the Benelux, France, and Italy (BFI) Section of the African, Latin American, and Western European (ALAWE) Division, transferred to PSD as a Cooperative Cataloging Program Specialist.  She will continue her split assignment, cataloging one day a week for the Rare Materials Section of U.S./Anglo Division.  

Bibliographic Framework Transition Initiative.  In May 2011 Deanna Marcum announced an initiative to review the bibliographic framework to better accommodate future needs.  A major focus of the initiative is to determine a transition path for the MARC 21 exchange format in order to reap the benefits of newer technology while preserving a robust data exchange that has supported resource sharing and cataloging cost savings in recent decades.  In October 2011 a high-level general plan indicating that the approach would be oriented to Semantic Web and linked data technology was published on the initiative’s web site, http://www.loc.gov/marc/transition/.   This web site will be the central place for plans, news, and progress of the initiative. It will indicate formal channels established for working with the community, receiving feedback and input from various sources and stakeholders, and proceeding in this major undertaking.  The Library has also established BIBFRAME, an electronic discussion group for constant communication during the effort of reshaping our bibliographic framework. Subscription information is provided on the web site.


Some of the initial “requirements” for the initiative would be broad accommodation of description rules such as RDA: Resource Description and Access, CCO (Cataloging of Cultural Objects), DACS (Describing Archives: A Content Standard), and others; consideration of all types of metadata (including e.g., preservation, technical, and rights, in addition to traditional catalog descriptive metadata); and consideration of the needs of all types and sizes of libraries. In addition, the initiative would be sensitive to the existing metadata infrastructure with a continuation of maintenance of MARC as long as needed, development of compatibility with and transition paths for MARC-based records, and collaboration with infrastructure institutions.


This work will be carried out in consultation with the format’s partners -- Library and Archives Canada and the British Library, and the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, other national libraries, the many agencies that provide library services and products, the many MARC user institutions, and the MARC advisory committees such as the MARBI committee of ALA, the Canadian Committee on MARC, and the BIC Bibliographic Standards Group in the UK.

Planning for Future Distribution of Cataloging and Products. The Library is initiating a strategic study that will examine the impact and opportunities of changes in the bibliographic framework and the technological environment on the future distribution of its bibliographic data and cataloging products. The Library has engaged Outsell, Inc., a research and advisory firm focused on the publishing and information industries, to conduct the study. The study will involve in-depth interviews with key stakeholders in the library and information community and a comprehensive analysis of current and potential distribution scenarios.


Over its history, LC has set the standard for other libraries through its cooperative efforts to develop and support advances in library services and technologies. Today, the Library still plays a significant role in developing new ways to describe and provide access to information, but the landscape is changing. With the rapid expansion of digital technologies, open-source software services, and web-based distribution, the information industry’s interaction with the library environment has become significantly more direct, is increasingly robust, and will provide the LC with opportunities and challenges to transform its cataloging distribution services. LC will use the strategic study to guide its response to this changing environment, supporting the Library’s goal to effectively define its future role.

MARC Standards.  The 2011 updates of both the full and concise MARC formats were made available online in September 2011, the earliest date than the annual update has been published. In mid-2011 NDMSO surveyed the community and then announced that, due to decreasing demand, LC would no longer print and sell updates to the full versions of the MARC 21 Bibliographic, Authority, Holdings, Classification, and Community Information formats. The Office then developed a stylesheet that removes characteristics of an online page when it is printed from the MARC web site so that it resembles the print version formerly sold by Cataloging Distribution Service (CDS). CDS will continue to print and sell MARC 21 Concise Format, which will consist of the Bibliographic, Authority, and Holdings specifications. All format versions are produced from the same XML files, improving consistency and efficiency in the publication processes.

CONSER Documentation.  Update 20 of the CONSER Editing Guide (CEG) was published in fiscal year 2011. The update includes changes in MARC coding and PCC practices that CONSER implemented in the past several years. The update includes guidelines for the repeatable 260 field, the new MARC field 588 Source of description.  Integrating Resources: A Cataloging Manual was updated in 2011 by members of a task force from BIBCO and CONSER. The manual, available at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/bibco/irman.pdf, serves as the primary documentation for cataloging integrating resources in both the BIBCO and CONSER programs.

Integrated Library System. As demand for access to the LC Online Catalog has continued to increase the ILS Program Office has continued towards its goal of unlimited access to this popular site. In fiscal 2011 the Library increased the number of simultaneous sessions again in order to eliminate any denials of service.  In fiscal year 2011 there were 140,664,657 total OPAC searches.


The Library is currently using Voyager 7.2.0.  Staff and patrons are using the “Tomcat” OPAC, which is available in beta release on campus. 

LCCN Permalink. In September 2011, LCCN Permalink, a web service that allows users to create permanent URL links to records in the LC Online Catalog, expanded to include name and subject authority records.  Nearly 15,000 daily requests enable researchers to reference materials from the Library's collection in their blogs, reference guides, web pages, emails, bibliographies, databases, and more. 

LC Persistent Identifiers. Library staff registered more than 560,000 handles this year in order to persistently identify and manage LC-generated e-resources.  As of December 2011, the LC’s server contained 3,216,460 handles.  Over the past year, LC handles were assigned, for example, to materials digitized in a number of LC cooperative projects (including content scanned for the Sloan project and sent to Internet Archive and HathiTrust), to U.S. legislation searchable in Thomas, and to digital books created by the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, and to items in the Library’s repository efforts. Work is underway to upgrade the handle server software in fiscal 2012.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1National Library Catalog [XML Data Store].  Work continued on the beta version of the National Library Catalog, an XML-based system whose goal is to provide seamless access across all of the types of metadata that describe LC collections. It is currently released for internal LC access only. Holdings records for the OPAC files were added to the MarkLogic server, a native XML database that enables the building and deployment of next-generation applications, joining the more than 17 million OPAC records there. Several new datasets, including the Library of Congress Web Archive records (LCWA) and the Tibetan Oral History files (which include original text, transcripts and audio) are being added in the test environment. Work also began on adding the content of the Performing Arts Encyclopedia, a set of African maps with geo-encoding, slave narratives (full text), a North Korean Serials article index unique to LC, and a selection of the full text of books scanned under a Sloan grant. The system has a rich facet-driven interface, book cover images, other digital images, and will expand to include audio, video, and searchable text content.

Authorities & Vocabularies.  The Authorities & Vocabularies service http://id.loc.gov is used as a portal for developers to programmatically interact with vocabularies commonly found in standards promulgated by LC as linked data.  In August 2011, the Name Authority File of approximately 8,000,000 records was added to the system, joining LCSH, LCGFT, Thesaurus for Graphic Materials, MARC relator codes and terms, three PREMIS-related controlled lists that support preservation of digital objects, MARC language codes, MARC country codes, and MARC Geographic area codes, along with related IS0's two- and three-character language codes (ISO 639-1 and 639-2) and the ISO codes for language groups (ISO 369-5). The LCSH file is updated monthly and the Names file, weekly.

Copyright Catalog Digitization. The project to digitize the contents of the world’s largest card catalog, which contains records of copyright ownership, succeeded in scanning 10 million cards by the end of fiscal 2011. Another 10 million were ready to be scanned. The records, many of which are hand written, date from 1870 through 1977. The goals of the digitization project are to preserve the records and to provide access to the information in a searchable, online catalog of pre-1978 copyright records that integrates with the post-1977 records that are now available on the Copyright Office Web site at http://www.copyright.gov.  The Copyright Office launched a blog to encourage discussion about the project. Blog posts highlight project plans and progress and invite feedback, allowing readers to participate in the development of the database. See http://blogs.loc.gov/copyrightdigitization/.

Children’s and Young Adults’ Cataloging Program.  The new Children’s and Young Adults’ Cataloging Program web site, http://www.loc.gov/aba/cyac, was launched in November.

CIP and EPCN Web Pages. The CIP and PCN web pages were updated in October 2011. They provide more information on the CIP and EPCN programs than the former pages did and provide much easier access to the ECIP and EPCN application systems for participating publishers. The CIP page can be found at http://www.loc.gov/publish/cip, and the PCN page at http://www.loc.gov/publish/pcn.

ECIP Cataloging Partnership Program. The Queens Public Library became independent in ECIP cataloging of selected children’s literature titles.  Northwestern University took on the responsibility for cataloging all African studies ECIPs.  Cornell University added the cataloging of ECIP titles that focus on Southeast Asian studies.  Brigham Young University added a new Mormon publisher and the Mormon publications of general publishers through the addition of a new subject term for Mormonism in the ECIP Traffic Manager, which ensures that it receives all titles related to Mormons and Mormonism.  The University of Chicago began cataloging ECIP titles in a variety of subject areas.  The University of Wisconsin-Madison began cataloging titles published by the American Society of Microbiology and Stanford University began cataloging the publications of the Hoover Institute.  Two new partners have been added to the program, the Getty Research Library and the University of Florida.


The program has a strong interest in recruiting libraries with science or technology expertise, as these are high-volume subject areas for ECIP applications.   If your library is interested in joining the program, please contact Karl Debus-López, acting chief of the U.S. and Publisher Liaison Division at kdeb@loc.gov.  

ECIP E-books Pilot. The ECIP E-books Pilot began on Oct. 11, 2011.  Four publishers are currently participating in the pilot: RAND Corporation, the University Press of Mississippi; the RAND Corporation; Wiley, and an imprint of Wiley, Jossey-Bass.  The World Bank has expressed interest in joining the pilot and is working out details of participation.  If this pilot is successful, the Library of Congress will be able to provide quality metadata for use by the international library community for electronic books that are simultaneously published with the print version.

ONIX to MARC Conversion Program. LC expanded use of the ONIX/MARC 21 converter software that was developed by cataloging automation specialist David Williamson for converting ONIX data provided by publishers to MARC 21 for ECIP records. The full-scale rollout to all catalogers who handle ECIP records is awaiting security review and approval by LC’s information technology management.  The ONIX-to-MARC conversion program is part of the Library’s response to the recommendations of the LC Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control.

U.S. General (USGEN) and U.S. and Publisher Liaison (USPL) Divisions Organizational Review.  LC management is reviewing a proposal to reorganize the U.S. General and U.S. and Publisher Liaison divisions. The reorganization proposes: 1) creation of a new U.S. Arts, Sciences, and Humanities (USASH) Division to focus principally on subject expertise, production work, and ABA liaison work with the Copyright Office and the new Collection Development Office; and, 2) creation of a new U.S. Programs, Law, and Literature Division (USPRLL) to focus principally on support of the Cataloging in Publication (CIP), Children’s and Young Adults’ Cataloging (CYAC), Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC), International Standard Serial Number (ISSN), and Electronic Preassigned Control Number (EPCN) programs and serve as the principal ABA liaison to the Law Library of Congress. The reorganization will help the two divisions absorb the loss of 22 staff who voluntarily retired in November 2011 and will ultimately provide greater support for the critical program and production areas that build the Library of Congress’ core collection of U.S. national imprints.
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGING

U.S. National Libraries RDA Implementation Preparation.  As announced in June 2011, the Library of Congress, National Agricultural Library, and National Library of Medicine intend to adopt the new cataloging instructions, RDA: Resource Description and Access (RDA), with certain conditions and implementation will not occur before January 1, 2013. As part of addressing the conditions identified, about 35 LC staff members who participated in the U.S. RDA Test received refresher training in October and resumed applying RDA in November 2011.  A full review of all RDA records created once cataloging resumed in November was done in order to assure that the records complied with RDA instructions and LC policies.  Follow-on “special topic” sessions were then held in December 2011 based on the review and feedback.  All of the training materials used in the October-December refresher training are posted on LC’s “Resource Description and Access (RDA) Information and Resources in Preparation for RDA” page at http://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/.  These efforts will allow the Library to prepare for training, documentation, and other preparatory tasks related to the further development and implementation of RDA.


The U.S. RDA Test Coordinating Committee continues in an oversight role to ensure that the conditions for implementation are met. The nine-member Coordinating Committee is co-chaired by Christopher Cole (NAL), Jennifer Marill (NLM), and Beacher Wiggins (LC). Other LC members are Susan Morris, Dave Reser, Regina Reynolds, and Barbara Tillett.


PSD and COIN have worked together to develop and deliver training related to RDA for Library of Congress staff and members of the broader community.  Continuing a practice from previous years, PSD translated more training materials into Spanish as written documents, PowerPoint presentations, and webcasts.  More information about the LC implementation plans, training materials, and documentation can be found at http://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/.


During summer 2011, PSD prepared nearly a dozen documents for consideration by the Joint Steering Committee for RDA, including proposals for RDA instruction revisions and discussion papers for longer-range development of the code, such as its coverage of subject cataloging and the incorporation of “time” as a separate entity in RDA’s theoretical model. At the October meeting of the JSC, Barbara Tillett was announced as the incoming JSC Chair.


Documentation for the U.S. National Libraries RDA Test was posted at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatest.html. The full announcement by LC, NAL, and NLM, an executive summary of the US RDA Test Coordinating Committee report, and the full report of the Coordinating Committee are available on the Testing Resource Description and Access (RDA) web site, http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/. Current information on LC’s implementation planning and additional training materials are available at a new web site http://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/.

Revisions to the Library of Congress Policy Statements.  The Library of Congress Policy Statements (LCPSs) are statements for use with RDA: Resource Description & Access, in much the same way that the Library of Congress Rule Interpretations (LCRIs) were used in conjunction with AACR2.  Originally developed for use by LC cataloging staff during the U.S. RDA Test in 2010, the LCPSs have been updated for a variety of reasons:  corrections and clarifications to the original LCPSs; deletion of some LCPSs to better reflect a reliance on cataloger judgment; changes to LC’s policies based on the experiences of testers at LC and around the world; and consultations with other national libraries.  Over 100 LCPSs were deleted, added, or modified—the additions and modifications were made available in the RDA Toolkit in November 2011.  Over 80 LCPSs were adjusted for publication in January of 2012. 


The current versions of LCPSs are freely available as part of the RDA Toolkit, and are also available via Cataloger's Desktop. The Policy & Standards Division maintains a list of current LCPSs, and a brief summary of changes at http://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/lcps_access.html.

Cataloger’s Desktop. A major effort in Cataloger's Desktop development over the past few months has been supporting the RDA test and providing support for RDA implementation. Both RDA and the LC Policy Statements (LCPS) are now fully integrated into Cataloger's Desktop, though RDA is only available to libraries with separate RDA Toolkit subscriptions. Several other RDA-related resources (e.g., RDA Vocabularies, LC Documentation for the RDA Test, Information and Resources in Preparation for RDA, RDA-L, JSC web site) have also been fully integrated into Cataloger's Desktop and are searchable using Desktop’s integrated search engine.

BIBCO Standard Record.  The PCC BIBCO program implemented BIBCO Standard Records (BSR) on October 1, 2011 for Archival Collections and for Supplemental Requirements for Electronic Monographic Resources (Remote and Direct Access) other than Leader/06=Computer Files Materials.  At the same time, the PCC implemented the revised Provider-Neutral E-Monograph MARC Record Guide, expanded to cover all formats, not just textual monographs. The Standing Committee on Standards prepared all three of the new documents.

ALA-LC Romanization Tables Update.  Revisions to the romanization table for Thai have been approved, and three new or revised tables are currently under constituent review (Khmer revision, Syriac new, Tamazight new) with CC:AAM discussion scheduled for the ALA Midwinter meeting. An additional nine new or revised tables are in varying stages of development. At least two (Manchu, Shan) should be ready for constituent review in the next few months.  Questions about ALA-LC romanization tables should be forwarded to Bruce Johnson (bjoh@loc.gov) in PSD.

Virtual International Authority File (VIAF).  PSD continues to support the development of the Virtual International Authority File (VIAF).  In this past year, the VIAF has grown to include more than 20 million source authority records and nearly 100 million associated bibliographic records from 25 different participating institutions.  As of September 2011 searching and matching now includes uniform titles along with personal and corporate names. For uniform titles, VIAF attempts to match records for works and expressions across sources and create clusters for them, as well as to link authors to their works and expressions.  At this time no attempt has been made to incorporate information from bibliographic records into the work and expression clusters, but this is expected to take place over the next year.  Usage of the VIAF has been increasing with over 30,000 visits from 116 countries/territories reported in October and over 6 million hits per month from automated systems such as Web harvesters or other programs and there has been a notable increase of sites that have links to VIAF for names.

SUBJECT CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION

Publications.  Subject Headings Manual Update No. 2 (2011) has been published.  The 2011 editions of D-DR, History (General) and History of Europe and JZ and KZ: Historical Notes and Introduction to Application are now available. The latter was prepared by Jolande Goldberg and replaces the 1997 edition.  It provides insight into the development process, governing policies, and underlying structure to aid the user in applying LCC sublcasses JZ and KZ.  A new edition of L: Education will be published early in 2012. 
New Subject Heading Proposal System.  On August 1, 2011, PSD implemented a new system for making LC subject heading proposals, and for the maintenance of subject authority records.  All subject authority work is now done in this system, which is also capable of producing the data for the annual printed editions of LCSH.  Users at LC and our SACO participants have been very enthusiastic about this new system for making proposals.

Medical ECIPs Trial. LC began a six month trial on July 1, 2011 to stop assigning Library of Congress Classification (LCC) and Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) to clinical medicine titles processed through the ECIP program.  The National Library of Medicine continued to provide subject headings from the MeSH vocabulary and NLM classification numbers for these titles.  Upon completion of this task, the ECIPs were forwarded directly to the Dewey Section for final processing.  At the post-publication stage, any title selected for the LC permanent collection will be referred for full LC cataloging.  The trial concluded on Dec. 31, 2011, and an evaluation of the project will take place in early 2012.

American Mathematical Society Terms.  The project to add American Mathematical Society (AMS) caption terms (converted from AMS classification numbers) continued throughout 2011, following one of the recommendations from On the Record: Report of The Library of Congress Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control.  The AMS terms were included in the record in addition to LCSH terms, appearing in MARC 21 field 650 with the second indicator value “7” and the subfield 2 code “msc,” the source code for the Mathematics Subject Classification.  Two staff members reviewed the terms when they performed the subject analysis needed to add the LCSH terms.  They prepared a report, which will be reviewed by appropriate management groups in early 2012.

BISAC Terms.  ABA Cataloging Automation Specialist David Williamson added BISAC (Book Industry Standards and Communications) Subject Headings to ECIP records this year, at the request of ECIP publishers.  These headings are extracted automatically from the ONIX data created and supplied by the publishers.  The CIP Group will explore adding other specialized vocabularies as the opportunity arises.
New Law Classification Schedules. Several new classification schedules were released recently, and the USPL Law Section has started to apply them. These include KBS (Canon law of Eastern Churches), KBT (Canon law of Eastern rite churches in communion with Rome), and KIA-KIX (Law of Indigenous Peoples in the Americas.)

Law Reclass Projects. The Law Section reclassed about 800 international law titles from the K schedule to the new portions of the KZ schedule. The Section was assisted in this effort by law classification specialist Jolande Goldberg (PSD) and by George Prager, who was on sabbatical from the New York University Law Library.  The Section also  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1continued to reclass the 554,927 volumes shelved under the legacy in-house LAW system. During the year, a total of 24,697 titles, representing 41,887 volumes, were classified into the LCC.  Overall, over 59,980 titles have been reclassed since the project began. Catalogers are currently focusing on Italy, Japan, and Russia.

South Sudan.  In August 2011, PSD undertook a project to update LCSH and LCC to reflect the existence of South Sudan as an independent country.  Of the over 300 subject headings for historical time periods, ethnic groups, indigenous languages and literatures, geographic features (e.g., rivers), and man-made structures (e.g., bridges) of Sudan, approximately 200 had to be revised.  The revisions and several new headings were approved on October 14, 2011. 


A new classification span for South Sudan, DT159.915-159.978, was also approved on the same date, as were revisions to the schedule for Sudan (DT154.1-159.9), where cutters for ethnic groups that are now in South Sudan have been cancelled and parenthesized, and the captions for the general and local histories of the country have also been revised.  

In addition, a geographic cutter for South Sudan, S643, has been established and will be added to CSM G 300. 

Netherlands Antilles.  The Netherlands Antilles, an autonomous country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, was dissolved on October 10, 2010.  The islands of Bonaire, Saba, and Sint Eustatius are now special municipalities of the Netherlands proper.  Curaçao and Sint Maarten are constituent countries within the Kingdom of the Netherlands.  The dissolution affects jurisdictional qualifiers, broader terms, and scope notes in LCSH.  The subject heading revisions appeared on Tentative Subject List 22, dated July 18, 2011.  Revisions to authorized name headings were completed in December 2010.
Military expeditions.  In response to a query, PSD has reexamined the policy of establishing all expeditions, military or scientific, in the name authority file.  Military expeditions that are campaigns, battles, sieges, etc. (e.g., Brest Expedition, 1694), should now be established in LCSH with MARC tag 150, while those that are not (e.g., Peary Auxililary Expedition (1894)) should be established in the name authority file using tag 111.  The policy on scientific expeditions has not been revised; scientific expeditions continue to be established in the name authority file with the tag 111.  SHM H 405 will be updated to reflect this change.  

Qualification of geographic features.  PSD has clarified the policy regarding the differentiation of geographic features.  According to SHM H 810 sec. 1.b, if there are two or more geographic entities of the same type and with the same name in the same jurisdiction, a distinctive qualifier is created by adding a qualifier for the next smaller jurisdiction (county, department, province, etc.).  

For features in the United States, the standard qualifier is the state in which the feature is located, and conflict can usually be satisfactorily resolved by adding the county name to the qualifier.  PSD has determined that features in the United States should be differentiated to the county level only.  Therefore, in the case of multiple geographic entities of the same name and type within a single U.S. county, a single heading will be used.  The heading will be considered undifferentiated.  A 667 field should be added to such proposals.


SHM H 810 will be updated to reflect this clarification of existing practice.  Existing headings will be updated as time and staff resources permit.
RDA’s effect on subject analysis.  So far, PSD has identified two areas in which RDA access points could conflict with LCSH policy:  family names and names of fictitious characters.  Under AACR2, neither family names nor names of fictitious characters could be provided as descriptive access points; since RDA permits this practice, PSD has determined that in each case the subject and descriptive headings should coexist.  The descriptive headings for family names and fictitious characters may not be used as subject headings.  The analogous LCSH heading should be used instead (see LCPSs 9.0 and 10.0). 

The PCC RDA Acceptable Headings Task Group is working to determine which existing name headings will need to be revised to conform to RDA rules.  When the list is complete in mid-2012, it will be matched against LCSH, which will be updated as necessary.    
New Headings of Current Interest.  Since the Annual Conference, PSD has researched and approved the headings Tunisia—History—Demonstrations, 2010- ; Libya--History--Civil War, 2011- ; and, Egypt—History—Demonstrations, 2011- .
GENRE/FORM TERMS
Revision to MARC Coding.  In May 2011, PSD reissued over 700 existing genre/form authority records so that the MARC coding could be revised.  LCGFT authority records now have an 008/11 value of “z” (other) and an 040$f value of “lcgft.”  PSD also took this opportunity to change the LCCN prefix in the records to “gf” from “sh.”  The bibliographic file maintenance is essentially finished and will be completed before the end of this month.
Moving Image Project.  In August 2011, PSD published a discussion paper entitled “Cancellation of LCGFT Character- and Franchise-based Terms for Moving Images.”  A review of the responses showed that there was general support for the plan.  Approximately 90 gene/form terms will therefore be cancelled in February 2012.  The full announcement of this decision can be found on LC’s web site at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/character_franchise_disposition.pdf.

Music Project.  The Music Library Association (MLA) continues to partner with PSD to develop genre/form terms in the area of music.  A separate, but related, project to develop medium of performance as a separate facet is described below, under Music Medium of Performance Project. 

Religion Project.  The American Theological Library Association (ATLA) and PSD have partnered to develop the genre/form terms in the area of religion, and ATLA is also coordinating the participation of smaller library organizations organized around religion, such as the Catholic Library Association.  ATLA is finishing the first draft of the thesaurus and expects to forward it to PSD within the next several weeks.
Literature Project.  PSD has begun the process of examining LCSH for subject headings that denote literary forms and genres.  Approximately 400 terms that are candidates for inclusion in LCGFT have been identified to date.

Music Medium of Performance Project.  Developing new means of access to music by its medium of performance is a major by-product for the music community of the development of music vocabulary for LCGFT.  Medium of performance is out of scope for LCGFT, and is an entirely separate bibliographic facet for music, neither genre/form nor subject, and requires a separate controlled vocabulary.  It is recognized as a separate identifying characteristic (element) in RDA.  


LC has been collaborating with the Music Library Association on medium of performance vocabulary as it has been for LCGFT vocabulary.  A list of approximately 800 terms is being readied for posting on the LC genre/form web site; it represents the vocabulary that has been agreed on so far as candidates for this new controlled vocabulary.  Several small categories of terms are still under discussion and will be posted later. 


The other major aspect of this project is to determine how medium of performance should be coded in the MARC 21 bibliographic and authority formats.  MLA’s Subject Access Subcommittee has prepared a proposal addressing this issue and forwarded it to MARBI.  It was discussed at yesterday’s MARBI meeting. 
Report of the LC liaison to SAC
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