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Music SACO Funnel

A new SACO funnel for music headings has been formed (something that was long on our agenda!)  We put out a call for a coordinator, received two excellent applications, and we have selected someone for the position (details will be forthcoming).  The funnel will be under the umbrella of the MLA Bibliographic Control Committee, and the coordinator will be an ex-officio member.  We hope the funnel will help encourage music catalogers to submit more headings, especially now as the genre/form project is gaining steam. 
From the Music Genre/Form Task Force:

The task force has been collaborating with the LC group on music genre/form headings, coming to a consensus on a number of complicated issues. 
· Sacred Music

The MLA group agreed with LC on the issue of sacred music.  Our decision is to retain selected pre-coordinated terms for “sacred” and “secular” that are useful in specific instances.  These terms are: 



Sacred cantatas

Sacred dialogues (Music)

Sacred dramatic music

Sacred music

Sacred musicals

Sacred songs

Secular cantatas

Secular oratorios

The MLA group also recommended that broader terms (qualified by neither sacred nor secular) should be established and that the corresponding narrower terms should in most cases be created.  We recommended that “Sacred music” should be allowed for post-coordinated use, but that it is not necessary to create a separate term for “Secular music”.
· Subdivisions

The MLA group and the LC music group agree that on the whole music form subdivisions should be turned into headings for inclusion in the genre/form thesaurus.  We have proposed that terms included in the RDA list for format of notated music should be included in the genre/form thesaurus, if they are not already listed.  There has been discussion over the best way to deal with subdivisions indicating arrangements (such as “Solo with piano”), and the groups continue to work on this issue.  We have proposed using “Arranged accompaniment” and “Arranged music” for post-coordination with other genre/form and medium terms, as well as keeping “Vocal scores” and “Chorus scores”. 
· Beginning the Music Hierarchy

The MLA group is tasked with creating the hierarchy for the first 1000 terms agreed upon for inclusion in the thesaurus (existing LCSH terms).  We are currently investigating the best way to go about this, including possible use of thesaurus software to aid in organizing the terms.  We are also beginning to think about where the medium of performance terms will live (probably in LCSH) and how they will be inserted into the bibliographic record.  
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