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Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts +
The Database:
e Observations of premodern
Mmanuscripts
e 14,000 catalogs, inventories, and
crowdsourced observations
e SPARQL Endpoint
The Goals:
e Investigate transfer of Classical Latin P L b
premodern manuscripts GIlIl 1 I'aI'l€S
e Visualize networks of provenance UNIVERSITY 0]‘ PENNSYLVANIA
+ ° Jpleze] suierty ekis to Wikiests https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/

e Clean and improve Schoenberg
authority data


https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/

The Data

Agents Manuscripts

e Name <« e Language

e Type (Personal, Corporate) e Work(s) & Authors

e Date Start e Provenance

e Date End > o Buyer & Seller
e Places/Nationalities (dates) o Date

® VIAF o Place
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SeCo
% Q Search all content WORKS EVENTS ACTORS PLACES | FEEDBACK INFO v INSTRUCTIONS v

Manuscripts ()

Results: 122096 manuscripts 9 i

Active filters:

Manuscript production place

Narrow down by:
wn location

Manuscript (i)

Author (§)

work ()
Production place (i)

Production date (i)

Note ()
Language (7)

latin

Latin [122096]
[ unknown [46885]
[ French [12493]
[ ntalian [10581]
[ Greek [10218]
[ english [5940]
[] Arabic [5570]

[] German [3523]

[] Hebrew [3488] ap Improve this map

Mapping Manuscript Migrations Project



https://mappingmanuscriptmigrations.org/en/

SPARQL
Queries

Agent name & id
Agent dates

Agent place (& dates)
Author name & id

Manuscript id

Filtered by manuscripts in Latin, with
authors born between 190 BCE - 180 CE
and died between 75 BCE - 300 CE

SELECT ?authorid ?authorname ?author_start ?auth
WHERE {
BIND (<https://sdbm.library.upenn.edw/languag
?entry_lang_id sdbm:entry_languages_languag
record. get entry ids for latin Triple is: entry_lang_id en
?entry_lang_id sdbm:entry_languages_entry_id ?ent
?entry_author_id sdbm:entry_authors_author _i
?entry_author_id sdbm:entry_authors_entry _id ?entryi
?authorid sdbm:names_name ?authorname .
OPTIONAL {
?authorid sdbm:names_startdate 7author_starf
?authorid sdbm:names_enddate ?author_end .
?author_nameplace _id sdbm:name_places na
?author_nameplace _id sdbm:name_places pl:
?author_placeid sdbm:places_name ?author_p

FILTER(xsd:integer(substr(concat(replace(?au
02000000) .
FILTER(xsd:integer(substr(concat(replace(?author_e

FILTER(?author_startl="0")




Manuscript S D B M Da ta
Record M Od e |



https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/static/docs/SDBM_data_explanation2019.pdf
https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/static/docs/SDBM_data_explanation2019.pdf

i Entry

alt_size

approved

approved_at
approved_by_id
catalog_or_lot_number
confirmed

deleted

deprecated

draft

folios

height
initials_decorated
initials_historiated
manuscript_binding
manuscript_link
miniatures_fullpage
miniatures_large
miniatures_small
miniatures_unspec_size
num_columns
num_lines

other_info
touch_count
transaction_type
unerified_legacy_record

width
p6

e ——.——

3

v

/

( Provenance N

acquisition_method
associated_date
associated_date_normalized_end
associated_date_normalized_start
comment

created_by _id

direct_transfer

end_date
end_date_normalized_end
end_date_normalized_start
obsened_name

order

start_date
start_date_normalized_end
start_date_normalized_start
supplied_by_data_entry
uncertain_in_source
\updaled_by_l d

™~

EntryMaterial

|/

material
obsened_name

order
supplied_by_data_entry
uncertain_in_source

r EntryUse )

order
use

— |

: f EntryTitle \

common_title

; order
supplied_by_data_entry
title
uncertain_in_source

( SaleAgent Activity ((EntryManuscriptActivity )
obsened_name
o ewent entry_id
Iole item_type manuscript_id
supplied_by_data_entry A il
uncertajn_ln_source \TanSaC on_l \fansac ion_l

SDBM Entity

Relationship

BlElel=1an



https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/static/docs/erd.pdf
https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/static/docs/erd.pdf
https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/static/docs/erd.pdf

" Wikidoto

OpenRefine!
Cleaning
Disambiguating
VIAF IDs

o Misattribution
o Outdated ids
o Duplicates




Visualizations
¢ their my
" discontents



Circulation of Authors by Genre

B Caesar, Julius ¥ Cicero, Marcus Tullius, 106 BC - 43 BC B Galenus, Claudius, ca. 129-ca. 210/216 B Horace
Josephus, Flavius @ Juvenal @ Livy,59B.C.-17A.D. @ Lucan, 39-65 @ Martial

B Ovid, 43 B.C.-17 A.D. or 18 A.D. @ Paul, the Apostle, Saint @ Persius @ Plutarch [ Ptolemy, active 2nd century
@ sallust (Gaius Sallustius Crispus) 86 B.C.-34 B.C. B Seneca lunior, Lucius Annaeus, approximately 4 B.C.-65 A.D.
@ statius, P. Papinius (Publius Papinius) @ Suetonius, ca. 69-ca. 122 [ Valerius Maximus [ Virgil, 70-19 BCE

Poetry

Philosophy



https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12023913/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12023913/

Buyer-Seller Network

+



https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12067951/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12067951/

Buyer-Seller Network



https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12294652/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12294652/

+ .
Agents and authors over time



https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12066973/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12066973/

+ Challenges € Drowbacks

So much missing data!
Complexity

Unclear references
Ambiguities

Did | mention missing
data?

YIRS SRR




What does this
mean for LOD

" research?

((Is this anything??))



+

Dataset Quality

Accurocy € Completeness ¢
Consistency Relevance
Is the data reliable? Is it the right data for

this question?



+

Dataset Quality

Accurocy € Completeness ¢
Consistency Relevance
Is the data reliable? Is it the right data for

this question?



+ The SDBM as a Dataset

So much missing data!
Complexity

Unclear references
Ambiguities

Did | mention missing data?
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Circulation of Authors by Genre

B Caesar, Julius ¥ Cicero, Marcus Tullius, 106 BC - 43 BC B Galenus, Claudius, ca. 129-ca. 210/216 B Horace
Josephus, Flavius @ Juvenal @ Livy,59B.C.-17A.D. @ Lucan, 39-65 @ Martial

B Ovid, 43 B.C.-17 A.D. or 18 A.D. @ Paul, the Apostle, Saint @ Persius @ Plutarch [ Ptolemy, active 2nd century
@ sallust (Gaius Sallustius Crispus) 86 B.C.-34 B.C. B Seneca lunior, Lucius Annaeus, approximately 4 B.C.-65 A.D.
@ statius, P. Papinius (Publius Papinius) @ Suetonius, ca. 69-ca. 122 [ Valerius Maximus [ Virgil, 70-19 BCE

Poetry

Philosophy



https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12023913/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/12023913/
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Gustav Emich von Emodke
Location: Budapest
Occupation: Entomologist
Interests: Juvenal, apparently

© OpenMapTiles © OpenStreetMap contributors

A ! l.u.“;lu“‘
A
o o daa ey |

Image c/o Entomologists of the World



https://sdei.senckenberg.de/biographies/information.php?id=21448

The visualization is not the
answer, it's the question

‘e
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Data in the Humanities

“Data”

That which is given

‘objective”

B

“Capta”

That which is taken

-

constructed



'+ What does this mean??

LOD is trying to structure a complex, nuanced, messy universe

Humanists thrive on complexity, nuance, and ambiguity




+ Approaching LOD by
Embracing Freedom




Integrations

Linked OPEN Data

Borrow data (& structures!)
from other sources

Verification
More data
Cleaner data
Better data

WIKIDATA




Close reading

Looking for small patterns
with big implications

Finding stories in the noise
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Deep Time

Long-term crowdsourcing and
curation

Integration with other LOD
systems (when relevant

Slowly, the dataset improves
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* | have a
+ particular

set of
skills...

The visualization is not the
answer, it's the question

‘e




| have a *
Than gou! particular

set of

skills...

Y PR i Data LEADING ¢

Kate Topham Visualizations Schoenberg
Digital Humanities Archivist bit.ly/LeadingViz LEADING: LIS Education
Michigan State University And Data Science
2022 LEADING Fellow Integrated Network
tophamka@msu.edu Group

@tophkat

Schoenberg Database of *
Manuscripts



mailto:tophamka@msu.edu
https://bit.ly/LeadingViz
https://mrc.cci.drexel.edu/leading/
https://mrc.cci.drexel.edu/leading/
https://mrc.cci.drexel.edu/leading/
https://mrc.cci.drexel.edu/leading/
https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/
https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/

