Resolution on Publishers and Practices Which Discriminate Against Library Users

Whereas, over the last year 4 major publishers, including Macmillan, Simon & Schuster, Penguin, and BrillianceAudio, have adopted policies that negatively impact the ability of libraries to provide content in formats needed by their patrons, joining several other publishers, and  
Whereas, Overdrive, a vendor of e-books and e-audio books, has agreements with publishers that have not been made public but apparently limit the sale of certain titles to certain types of libraries, and 

Whereas, these publishers and distributors represent a growing trend that is troubling to ALA members, and
Whereas, the effect of these policies is to withhold content from library users, many of whom rely solely on the library for their content, and
Whereas, The American Library Association has a Working Group on Digital Content in Libraries examining many of the issues identified above, therefore be it
Resolved, That the American Library Association opposes the discriminatory policies of publishers and distributors which adversely impact access to content by library users;  and
Resolved, That the Working Group on Digital Content in Libraries be directed to review the situation and recommend appropriate action and/or appropriate parties who should be informed of this resolution.
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