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Southern New Hampshire University is a relatively small, private university located in Manchester, NH. The on-campus McIninch Gallery recently hired a full-time gallery director. Also recently, the Shapiro Library at SNHU developed and launched the SNHU Academic Archive, the university’s institutional repository (IR), in 2010.
In conversations with the gallery director, IR manager Alice Platt learned the gallery has a small permanent collection, purchased in an effort to support SNHU’s arts programs. Currently, however, the permanent collection has very little visibility, with only a few works on display in public areas of academic buildings. Additionally, the Gallery does not have a database in which to keep track of the permanent collection catalogue; instead, resources are simply described in a Word document.
It was clear that adding the permanent gallery collection to the Academic Archive would greatly increase the opportunities for using the works as teaching tools, publicize them, and also serve as a searchable catalogue that can be used by both gallery staff and outside users. However, the Academic Archive was created with the intention to share traditional written academic resources such as theses and peer-reviewed articles. Some tweaking was in order to make the artistic resources fit. These tweaks included:
· Creating new guidelines for describing these resources in Dublin Core
· Updating the IR software (DSpace) so that the “simple item view” of resources would display metadata relevant to artistic works, such as the medium and original size of the work, accession number, and purchase or gift information
· Adding the capability to show a visual preview of the work on the simple item view page
It should be noted that Dublin Core was used because it would have required an insurmountable programming effort to use another metadata schema. A local qualifier to the ‘dc.identifier’ element was created in an effort to distinguish accession numbers from other qualifiers in the catalog: dc.identifier.accession. All other Dublin Core elements are derived directly from the DCMI guidelines.
The intent is to have a small preview version of the image, as well as a high-res version which may have some sort of security associated with it. The collection is not online yet; the gallery director is in the process of photographing the resources, and some work on DSpace is yet to be completed. There are also still questions regarding the metadata – for example, how to handle dates such as “circa 1950” when best practices are to enter a numeric-only value for the date element. (Feedback is encouraged!)
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, these questions are expected to be answered soon, with the collection scheduled to go online by September 2011.
