Resolution to Change ALA Policy B.2.1.13 Access for Children and Young Adults to Nonprint Materials (formerly ALA Policy 53.1.13)
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Whereas a goal of our association is transforming libraries:  to help libraries make use of new and emerging technologies by promoting and supporting technological experimentation and innovation. (ALA Strategic Plan 2011-2015); and

Whereas International Games Day @ your library (formerly National Gaming Day) was declared by the American Library Association on November 15, 2008 to reconnect communities through their libraries around the educational, recreational, and social value of all types of games; and

Whereas the Games and Gaming Round Table (GameRT) was formed on May 18th, 2011 to provide resources to the library community to support the building and maintaining of library game collections (including video, computer, Internet, handheld, mobile,
board, card, and miniatures).  (GAME-RT Bylaws Article II Sec. 1.2.) (Italicized words indicate GameRT Board will decide on exact language); and

Whereas the ALA Freedom to Read Foundation signed on to the amicus brief for Brown vs. Entertainment Merchants Association which ruled videogames qualified for First Amendment protections like books, plays and movies; and

Whereas libraries and library collections are cited as both (physical and virtual) in the Intellectual Freedom Manual (Intellectual Freedom Manual 8th Edition, p. 147, 177); and

Whereas current structures and best practices in the association necessitate changes to terminology in ALA Policy B.2.1.13 (formerly ALA Policy #53.1.13); now therefore be it that an amendment be made from this text:

“Access for Children and Young Adults to Nonprint Materials
Recognizing that librarians cannot act in loco parentis, policies which set minimum age limits for access to nonprint materials and equipment with or without parental permission abridge library use for minors.  Nevertheless, ALA acknowledges and supports the exercise by parents for their responsibility to guide their own children’s viewing, using, published reviews of films and videotapes and reference works that provide information about content, subject matter and recommended audiences.”

To this text:

“Access for Children and Young Adults to Nonprint Materials
Recognizing that librarians cannot act in loco parentis, policies which set minimum age limits for access to nonprint materials and equipment (physical and virtual), with or without parental permission abridge library use for minors.  Nevertheless, ALA acknowledges and supports the exercise by parents for their responsibility to guide their own children’s viewing using published reviews of films, games, videotapes and reference works that provide information about content, subject matter and recommended audiences.”
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