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https://collectionbuilder.github.io/
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https://collectionbuilder.github.io/
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CollectionBuilder Demo

https://collectionbuilder.github.io/collectionbuilder-gh/


Collection metadata drives 
interactive visualizations including 

browse, subject clouds, maps, 
timelines, and tables.

Visualizations



Browse Subject Clouds



Map

Timeline



Table Data Downloads



Data Derivatives

Collection metadata drives 
generation of reusable data 

derivatives and rich machine 
readable markup.



Item Pages

Collection metadata drives 
the creation of rich item 

pages for each object.



About Pages 

Collection metadata can be pulled into 
narrative pages, surfacing context, 

research, and storytelling. 



CollectionBuilder Metadata



CollectionBuilder-GH Template

https://github.com/CollectionBuilder/collectionbuilder-gh


CollectionBuilder _config.yml file



GitHub Pages

https://pages.github.com/


Jekyll Static Generator 
(built into GitHub Pages or installed 

on computer)

https://jekyllrb.com/


Customize CollectionBuilder Code



Edit Liquid and Markdown on the About Page

https://jekyllrb.com/docs/liquid/
https://www.markdownguide.org/


Edit content on the About Page

https://collectionbuilder.github.io/collectionbuilder-gh/about.html


Technical Benefits:

● Low-cost (minimal infrastructure 
requirements)

● Sustainable (metadata, objects, and 
code are preservation-ready)

Teaching with CollectionBuilder:



Technical Skills:

● Learn transferable data literacy skills 

(emphasis on metadata)

● Learn collaborative development styles 

and version control concepts (GitHub)

● Learn beginning concepts of web 
development (Scaffolded introduction 

to Markdown, Liquid, HTML, CSS, JS)

Teaching with CollectionBuilder

Critical Thinking Skills:

● Engage with the concept of humanities 
data

● Interact with primary sources
● Confront bias in collection curation and 

presentation

Educational Benefits:



Teaching with CollectionBuilder

Aim

● Introduce “Intro to Humanities” 
students at a SLAC to digital collection 
lifecycle

● Collaborate with the local museum and 
archives (Ringling)

● Not simply a technological exercise; 
focus on metadata and a critical 
consideration of digital collection 
arrangement

● Replace traditional paper assignment

Learning outcomes

Through this assignment, students will

• Describe the challenges of digital collection 
management
• Identify, arrange, and digitize a discrete 
collection around a specific subject/theme
• Organize metadata in a spreadsheet
• Manipulate (edit, commit) a Github 
repository
• Gain experience troubleshooting technical 
problems



Pedagogical Principles

Humanities first, technology 
second

● Students interested in 
critical reflection and 
thematic arrangement, 
not building websites

● Focus on applying 
humanities skills to this 
process, technological 
competencies along the 
way

High-touch librarian 
involvement

● CollectionBuilder is 
straightforward but can 
still be technically 
challenging for 
inexperienced operators

● Librarian involvement 
through classroom 
instruction and group 
meetings to oversee 
technical aspects

Encourage critical reflection

● Highlighting subjective 
decisions throughout 
the digital collection 
process spurred critical 
reflections by students

● The notion of neutrality 
and ethics of display 
challenged at every turn 
(from archival selection, 
to metadata description 
and arrangement)



Student Examples

https://ncflib.github.io/Bodies
Minds-Group3/

https://ncflib.github.io/BodiesMinds-Group3/
https://ncflib.github.io/BodiesMinds-Group3/
https://ncflib.github.io/BodiesMinds-Group3/


Lesson Plan

https://tinyurl.com/pmdv6mm8 

https://tinyurl.com/pmdv6mm8
https://tinyurl.com/pmdv6mm8


Thank you.
Special thanks to Dr. Miriam Wallace, Dr. Robert Zamsky, Dr. April Flakne (sponsors of Bodies and 
Minds course); to the wonderful staff at the Ringling Museum, Jennifer Lemmer Posey, Susan O'Shea, 
and Heidi Connor, for making their collections available for this class exercise


