ACRL Government Relations Committee

Minutes

December 5, 2016

Present: Clay Williams, Chair; LeRoy LaFleur (Board Liaison); Kara Malenfant (Washington Office) ; Virginia Pierce ; John Sandstrom;  Phill Johnson; Barbara Petersohn

Absent: Kevin Baggett, Laura Davis

1. Clay called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. EDT via conference call. 

2. Clay reviewed the charge of the committee with the group. He indicated that one of the committee’s first tasks was to write a letter to ACRL Chairs and Leads requesting their input on the Legislative Agenda for 2017 and to suggest that they include it as an item for discussion on their committee meetings at Midwinter.  He and Barbara will write a letter for distribution by email.

3. Kara described the importance of the committee’s impact on ACRL positions-- if as a group we think a statement should be made about a specific legislative issue, we need to make that known.

4. In reviewing the 2016 agenda document, Clay asked for suggestions from the committee about whether specific issues should be retained and what other issues should be added to the 2017 agenda. Several suggestions included:
· DACA -- if this executive order is repealed, should ACRL take a stand on the fate of college students in the US whom this affects, like the colleges initiating the “sanctuary campus” movement?
· Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (HEA)
· Virginia Foxx appointment as the chairwoman of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce
· Campus carry laws / campus violence
· Update on copyright and retain on the list

5. As items were reviewed, committee members agreed to research the following topics for possible inclusion on the  Legislative Agenda:
· Reauthorization of HEA and background of Besty DeVos -- John
· Update on copyright issues  -- Barbara
· Update on Net Neutrality – Phil
· Virginia Foxx / House Committee on Education and the Workforce – Virginia
· Dickey amendment / gun violence research – Lee
· Recreate coalition (part of copyright) – Clay


6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Items from the Legislative Agenda which require updates and need to be assigned:

· Curbing government surveillance
· Federally funded research

7. Clay will contact committee members about the dates/times for next conference call meeting, likely to be held in mid-February in anticipation of having the documents needed for the Legislative Agenda to be given to ACRL Board the following month.

8. Meeting adjourned 2:00 pm EDT.




