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Committee Members: Leslie Burger, Chair; Mustafa Abdelwahid, Vivian Bordeaux, Karen Gavigan, Valerie Gross, Brian Hart, Luis Herrera, Allan Kleiman, Amber Lannon, Haipeng Li,  Alexandra Rivera, Janice Welburn, Kenya Flash (intern), Naomi Wolfson (intern), Michael Dowling (staff liaison)
International Participation at Annual
The International Relations Committee (IRC) is pleased to report to Council that 475 librarians from 59 countries are attending the Conference this year.  Attached is the flyer highlighting all the international programs and events.  In addition to a dozen programs highlighting library activities in various countries and regions around the globe, 25 international-focused poster sessions also were presented.
The International Relations Round Table (IRRT) members provided a welcoming environment for our international colleagues with an orientation on Friday, a staffed International Visitors Lounge, support at programs, and an International Reception, which will be held tomorrow evening at the Harold Washington Library.

IFLA Report
ALA member Donna Scheeder provided her final report to the IRC as IFLA President as she completes her two-year term at the end of the IFLA Congress in Wroclaw, Poland.  IFLA has been very active in the last few months, launching the Global Vision Discussion in April in Athens, followed up by six regional discussions, including one in North America.  Conclusions from these conversations, along with voting data, will then be gathered and analyzed by IFLA. IFLA will create a Global Vision report, which will be published in early 2018. The report will be used to implement our collective vision of the future into practice. Yesterday morning a visioning discussion took place, in which ALA members participated and provided input.
As part of the International Advocacy Programme (IAP), earlier this year IFLA launched a worldwide call for proposals to request funding for implementing regional or national awareness-raising and capacity-building activities for 2017–2018.  From 145 proposals, IFLA awarded 10 grants. These grants will allow regional and collaborative efforts to continue showing libraries’ contribution to the UN 2030 Agenda, and to advocate for libraries to be recognized as government partners to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by their inclusion in National Development Plans.
The IRC recognized and thanked Donna Scheeder for her transformative term as IFLA President. 


New ALA Representatives to IFLA
ALA is very pleased that nominee Pat Losinski, Chief Executive Officer of the Columbus Metropolitan Library, was elected to serve on the IFLA Governing Board for a two-year term following the IFLA Congress in Poland.  In addition, 24 of 27 ALA nominees were elected to four-year terms, 2017–2021, on various IFLA Section Standing Committees.
IMLS IFLA Fellows Mentor Mentee Effort
The Mentor-Mentee phase of the IMLS IFLA Fellows grant has proven to be very successful. To help the 50 U.S. librarians from diverse communities that received partial grants to attend the IFLA Congress in Columbus continue their effort to become more involved in the global library community, the International Relations Office has matched the 50 Fellows with internationally experienced mentors.
ALA and IFLA Congress in Poland
ALA again will provide information and resources at the ALA stand at the upcoming IFLA Congress in Wroclaw, Poland, in August.  The Polish American Librarian’s Association, led by former American Libraries publisher Leonard Kniffel, will assist in staffing the booth and highlighting Polish resources in U.S. libraries.
ALA-German Library Partnership

ALA was pleased to welcome a 12-person delegation from Germany to Chicago as part of ALA’s three-year partnership with the German library community.  Led by Past President Barbara Lison of the Bibliothek & Information Deutschland (BID), they are presenting four programs at the Conference, with two academic-focused programs on Monday.  The other programs were an overview of German libraries today, and on the experience of German libraries serving refugees.  A library tour to Germany is being planned for next June, which will include an opportunity to participate in the German library conference in Berlin.
ALA and Cuba
ALA’s second tour to Cuba took place February 10–17.  IRC Chair Leslie Burger led a group of 25 ALA members and library supporters. The tour members met with leaders of the Cuban library community while visiting a number of libraries. Among the libraries were the Marti National Library and the Biblioteca Pública Rubén Martínez Villena. David Seleb, Director of the Oak Park (IL) Public Library, was a tour participant, and the Oak Park library is setting up a sister libraries partnership with the Ruben Martinez Library.  
For the first time, other than attending the ALA Conference in Toronto, Cuban librarians have been able to attend an ALA Conference. This morning at 10:30 a.m., Margarita Bellas, President, and Miguel Viciedo, Vice-President, of the 3,400 member strong Cuban Association of Librarians (ASCUBI), will be presenting on “Cuba Libraries Today.”

Libraries Transform – International
Libraries Transform continues to grow internationally with 445 participants from 79 countries.   This represents 6 percent of all participants.  In the fall ALA president Julie Todaro will travel to Australia to discuss and promote the campaign.  Sixty-six Australian libraries are already participating. 
SIBF-ALA Library Conference 
Registration is open for the 4th annual SIBF-ALA Library Conference in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates, in partnership with the Sharjah International Book Fair and Combined Book Exhibits.
Jim Neal will be attending as ALA President and keynoting the Conference with a presentation, entitled “Libraries Transform – Libraries Lead – Libraries Fight.”  Two all-day preconference workshops are being offered, including ACRL’s “Assessment in Action: Demonstrating and Communicating Library Contributions to Student Learning and Success.”
IRRT Endowment
The International Relations Round Table (IRRT) recently met its $50,000 threshold in their Endowment to start offering grants starting in 2018. The goal of the small grant(s) will be to provide support for international programs and speakers, promote a global dialogue about librarianship, and encourage collaboration in librarianship.
ALA Haiti and Chile Donations
After seven years of effort and strong donations from ALA members and other supporters through the ALA Disaster Relief Funds, the new Petit Goave Public Library is being built right now. ALA support helped to sustain the temporary library for six years.  In early June a $1000 donation was made to the Colegio de Bibliotecarios to replenish collections in the Santiago region.
ALA-FIL Guadalajara Free-Pass Program
Over 100 ALA members have already signed up to participate in the free-pass program at the Guadalajara Book Fair in November.
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Discussion
The IRC discussed the Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Strategic Direction Implementation Plan Draft, and integration of EDI into the ALA International Strategic Plan. The IRC will provide feedback on the Draft by the July 31 deadline.  This strategic direction is of critical importance for the over 1,700 international members from 95 countries.
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ALA Welcomes 
Library Professionals from 
Around the World 
to Chicago! 
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International Programs Meetings and Events


The ALA International Relations Office, the International Relations Committee (IRC), and the International Relations Round Table (IRRT) invite you to attend programs, events and meetings with an international focus.  



IRC and IRRT Meetings


SUNDAY, JUNE 25____________________
IRRT Executive Board Meeting
8:30 am – 10:00 am
McCormick Place, W186a  

International Relations Committee II
3:00 – 4:30 pm
McCormick Place, W194a

FRIDAY, JUNE 23____________________
International Relations Committee I
2:00 – 3:30 pm
McCormick Place West - W177
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 24________________
 IRRT/IRC All Subcommittee Meeting
8:30–11:00 am		
McCormick Place, W470
8:30 - 9:30 am 	   IRRT Chairs Meeting
9:30 - 10:45 am	   IRRT Subcommittee Meetings
8:30—11:00am    IRC Committee Meetings

IFLA 2017 Update
11:00 am – 12:00 pm
McCormick Place, W470
 
 



SUNDAY, JUNE 26____________________
IRRT Executive Board Meeting
8:30 am – 10:00 am
Orange County Convention Center - S321  
 
MONDAY, JUNE 27___________________
 
International Relations Committee II
1:00 – 2:30 pm
Orange County Convention Center - S321 




Don’t forget to visit the 
IRRT International Visitors Center!
 
Friday, June 23 – Monday, June 26
8:00 am-5:00 pm
McCormick Place, West Building
(near Registration Area)
 
 Sit and relax  |   Check email or use the Internet   |   Ask questions about the ALA Conference and the city of Chicago   | Learn more about international events at the conference  | Use the IVC as a meeting point to connect with friends, and more!















FRIDAY, JUNE 23


International Librarians Orientation
2:30 PM - 4:00 PM
McCormick Place, W470
Description: An introduction to the ALA Conference and the city of Chicago, for international and other attendees from abroad. ALA members will provide an overview of the conference, including recommended programs and social activities. Learn about conference transportation, how to navigate the exhibit hall and how to get involved. You will also meet and network with other colleagues from ALA’s many divisions and round table who will help you to get the most from your conference experience.

SATURDAY, June 24



Libraries Transform: Programs and Services for Sustainable Environments, Social Justice, and Quality Education for All-IRRT International Paper Session
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
McCormick Place, W181a
Description: Because Libraries reach a large cross-section of the public, they are in a unique position to support the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals in the promotion of sustainable environments, social justice, and quality education. This program will feature presentations and projects by librarians or professionals working outside the USA or involved in projects outside of the USA whose research, libraries, or projects are working to promote lifelong learning, provide inclusive and quality education for all, reduce inequality, promote just and inclusive societies, contribute to environmental sustainability, and more!
Speakers: Sarala Uttangi, Brampton Library; Anders Ericson, Freelance Journalist/Blogger; Ebnezer Martin-Yeboah, University of Cape Coast Library; Susan Schnuer, Mortenson Center, University of Illinois Library at Urbana-Champaign; Rebecca McGuire, Mortenson Center for International Library Programs, University of Illinois; Edgardo Civallero, Independent LIS professional

Libraries in Germany
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
McCormick Place, W183b
Description: Libraries in Germany-- venerable book-museums or modern information facilities? Silence in a large reading rooms or conversation and hustle-bustle? Gutenberg or ICT? The library scene in Germany is as multifaceted and exciting as the country itself. We will present insights into trends, new developments, and new structures. We promise that you will soon want to travel to Germany to experience these discoveries yourself.
Speakers: Barbara Lison, Bremen Public Library; Mattekat Marion, Potsdam Public and Regional Library; Franke Fabian, Bamberg University Library

Project Welcome: Libraries Serving Refugees and Asylum Seekers
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
McCormick Place, W181a
Description: “How can libraries better serve refugees and asylum seekers?” In the past year the Mortenson Center for International Library Programs in partnership with ALA has been working on the IMLS-funded “Project Welcome” planning grant. We have been learning how libraries are and can address the information needs of refugees and asylum seekers in order to support and empower them in their resettlement and integration process. This session will present the work of the project and engage audience feedback on the library services continuum that is in development.
Speakers: Dr. Clara Chu, Mortenson Center, University of Illinois Library at Urbana-Champaign; Susan Schnuer, Mortenson Center, University of Illinois Library at Urbana-Champaign

Leaning International: Stories from the Field
4:30 PM - 5:30 PM
McCormick Place, W184d
Description: For MLS students through seasoned information professionals interested in working internationally, this annual program hosted by IRRT’s International Connections Committee features American librarians discussing their own unique international experiences.  Sessions are split between prepared topics and audience Q&A time.  These interactive events have included such diverse topics as leveraging networks to find work abroad, pre-departure language and etiquette training, adapting to regional librarianship as well as cultural standards, the practicalities of life overseas, and more! 
Speakers: John Hickok, California State University; Meggan Houlihan, New York University Abu Dhabi; Rebecca L. Miller, Library Consultant, BiblioDev, LLC; Raymond Pun, California State University, Fresno

SUNDAY, June 25



International Poster Session
10:30am - 12:00pm
Exhibit floor - End of 1100 Aisle 
Description: Come to the Exhibit floor and find out about innovative programs and transformative ideas that are shaping libraries all over the world.

IFLA Global Vision Open Discussion Forum
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
McCormick Place, W181b
Description: IFLA needs your expert input and participation in the Global Vision discussion so we can make the library field as ready as possible for what tomorrow might bring. Join this facilitated workshop to give your input on how a connected library field can meet the challenges of the future.

China Libraries Transformed
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
McCormick Place, W181a
Description: No country has undergone a more dramatic transformation of its library systems in the last fifteen years than China. Come hear about their transformative efforts, what is going on now, and what is planned for the future in public, academic, school and other libraries. This program is part of an effort between ALA and the Library Society of China to foster knowledge sharing and collaboration between the library communities in each country. This program is sponsored by the International Relations Committee East Asia and the Pacific Subcommittee.
Speakers: Chen Jian, Capital Library of China; Xue Tian, Hunan Children Library of China

Acting for Humanity: The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and Libraries-IRRT Chair's Program
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
McCormick Place, W181a
Description: In 2015, 150 world leaders, with support from the United Nations Development Programme, adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to fight against injustice, poverty, inequality, and climate change. This program will address how we, as librarians and libraries, can take action to better the lives of all people and protect our planet. Presenters will be part of a panel that will describe and discuss topics such as 1. How individuals, libraries, or library associations are providing programming and education to advance peace and justice, alleviate poverty and hunger, reduce inequality, increase women’s rights and political participation, or protect the environment, 2. How individuals, libraries, or library associations are working with their governments, communities, and/or partners to advance peace and justice, alleviate poverty and hunger, reduce inequality, increase women’s rights and political participation, or protect the environment.
Speakers: Lesley Farmer, Cal State University Long Beach; Christine Smith, GOBI Library Solutions from EBSCO; Buhle Mbambo-Thata, AfLIA - the African Library and Information Association and Institutes; Raphaëlle Bats, Enssib - French National School in Library and Information Science; Terry Weech, University of Illinois - iSchool @illinois

Serving Refugees: Experiences from German Libraries
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
McCormick Place, W181b
Description: In 2015 there were more than 1 million refugees and asylum-seekers in Germany. The influx of refugees from various cultures, especially from Syria, Afghanistan, the Balkans, and various African countries, is abating. Yet families, young men, and unaccompanied minors are still seeking refuge in Germany. Libraries in Germany have a long tradition of providing multicultural services and resources. Since 2006 an expert panel of the German Library Association has been addressing this topic. The lessons learned from the panel can be used to improve the resources for these user groups in public and academic libraries. There are many challenges, including overcoming language and cultural barriers, and integrating refugees into schools and colleges. Another consideration is staff training and information exchange on the topic using webinars and other channels. A variety of positive and hopeful responses to these challenges will be presented using real-world examples.
Speakers: Sabine Homilius, Frankfurt am Main Public Library; Britta Schmedemann, Bremen Public Library; Hella Klauser, German Library Association Network of Excellence for Libraries

Building Global Knowledge through Collaboration the Middle East and South Asia Digitization Projects
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
McCormick Place, W185a
Description: The Near East and South Asia Subcommittee of ALA's International Relation Committee (IRC) invites you to participate in our round table discussion about "Building Global Knowledge through Collaboration the Middle East and South Asia Digitization projects." During the last few years, Archivists and librarians in the United States and other international organizations, such as the UNESCO and the Endangered Archival Program at the British Library, created different repositories that help to storage and preserve knowledge using digitization. This program will present different repositories that served the world and will help you to find a way to partner.  
Speakers: Joan Weeks, Library of Congress; Laila Hussein Moustafa, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  

Eurasian and Central Asian Studies in the Heartland and Beyond
4:30 PM - 5:30 PM
McCormick Place, W181a
Description: This program explores challenges and opportunities associated with building collections from and about Central Asia and library development in Central Asia. Subject specialists for Eurasia and Central Asia, will describe strategies for acquiring materials from the region, including acquisition trips to Central Asia, exchange programs, and vendor supplied materials.
Speakers: Andy Spencer, University of Wisconsin-Madison; Kit Condill, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Lenny Kershteyn, MIPP International - Books, Media, and Electronic Databases from Russia and CIS












MONDAY, June 26




Libraries for the Global Community: Their Sustainability and Impact - (ISLD Program)
8:30 AM - 10:00 AM
McCormick Place, W178b
Descriptions: Libraries and information access are more important than ever for the international community. Recognizing their impact on global literacy and understanding, the International Sustainable Library Development Interest Group will address the sustainable nature of libraries and their services, particularly in developing nations, with recognition of differing library systems and user expectations.
Speakers: Joan Weeks, Library of Congress; Patricia Wand, American University; Sara Mansbach, Partners in Literacy--Haiti; Connie Champlin, Connie Champlin Group; Peter Deekle, National Peace Corps Association

Cuban Libraries Today
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
McCormick Place, W176a
Description: Thanks to the improvement in relations between the United States and Cuba opportunities are possible for a new era of connections between U.S. library community and Cuba library community. So, what is the situation of Cuban libraries and librarians today? Come and find out.
Speakers: Margarita Bellas, Biblioteca Nacional de Cuba José Marti; Miguel Viciedo, Asociación Cubana de Bibliotecarios

German Academic Libraries: New Trends in Management
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
McCormick Place, W181a
Description: Academic libraries in Germany are constantly changing due to new developments in higher education influenced by digital transformations in research and instruction and study, as well as in reaction to scientific-political impulses. The changes occur in multiple fields, at various speeds, and sometimes simultaneously or unexpectedly. This results in continuous change management that encompasses numerous factors, such as organizational and personnel development, the library’s service offerings and cooperation with partners within and without the university. Using numerous examples, current trends in German academic libraries will be illustrated.
Speakers: Karl-Wilhelm Horstmann, Stuttgart-Hohenheim University; Ewald Brahms, Hildesheim University Library; Robert Zepf, Rostock University Library

African Libraries Transforming Their Place in the Community
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
McCormick Place, W178b
Description: Libraries in Africa have long followed traditional models, but they are now transforming their role to be more active in the community through better engagement with their communities. These presentations showcase efforts for libraries to become transformative partners in their communities.
Speakers: Dr. Georgina Uchey Oyedum, Federal University of Technology; Oghenere Salubi, University of Fort Hare; Perpetua Dadzie, University of Ghana
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Libraries Support Research in Germany
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
McCormick Place, W176a
Description: Academic libraries at German universities support researchers by providing scientific information resources, managing and linking research data, and assisting with open-access publication of research results. A system of specialist information services that puts the interests and needs of the researchers at the forefront has been developed with financial support by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, the German Research Association. The developments in Germany in these areas will be presented using various examples.
Speakers: Matthias Harbeck, Humboldt-University, Berlin University Library; Bettina Müller, Heidelberg University Library; Thomas Stäcker, Herzog August Research Library Wolfenbüttel

International Librarians Reception
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Harold Washington Library Center
Chicago Public Library - Winter Garden, 9th Floor
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Description: Please join the ALA International Relations Round Table (IRRT) in welcoming and celebrating with librarians from more than 70 countries at the ALA Annual Conference. Open to all conference attendees, this reception offers a unique opportunity to network with hundreds of information professionals from around the world. Join us for a mixing of culture and ideas, regional cuisine, hors d’oeuvres and open bar. ALA President, Julie Todaro, will announce the recipients of the ALA Presidential Citation for Innovative International Projects. Winners of the Bogle Pratt Award and the Humphry/OCLC/Forest Press Award for International Librarianship will be announced.

Advance registration is required. International librarians registered for the full conference will receive one complimentary ticket. A ticket must be purchased for additional guests. Tickets will be sold in the convention center. *No tickets will be sold at the reception site.*















ALA 2017 Conference Scheduler and Exhibits 

Discover and learn more about other sessions and events:
· View all sessions, events, and speakers by browsing or searching. Terms you can use to filter your search include subject, library type, meeting type, ALA unit, date, and time.
· Click on any listing for more information on that item.
· Check back often for updates and additions.
https://www.eventscribe.com/2017/ALA-Annual/
Exhibit Hours: 	
Friday, June 23, 2017 Opening Reception on the Exhibit Floor				5:30pm - 7:00pm
*Full Conference Registrants Only, not included in Exhibits Only Pass
Saturday, June 24, 2017								9:00am - 5:00pm
Sunday, June 25, 2017									9:00am - 5:00pm
Monday, June 26, 2017 Exhibits Closing Events						9:00am - 2:00pm
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