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During 2012, the FAST team has focused on making (1) improving and enriching the authorities,  (2) supporting new applications and users,  (3) FAST available as linked data, and (4) demonstrating the benefits of a faceted subject heading schema.  

Improving and enriching FAST authorities: The continuing maintenance and enrichment of  FAST authority file performed in 2012 included:

1. Adding of additional references to the FAST authority records,
2. The addition of geographic coordinates to events headings,
3. Identification and removal of duplicate authority records,
4. Identification of incomplete and poorly constructed authority records,
5. Validation of linking fields,
6. General error identification and correction.

The total number of FAST authority records has increased only slightly.  The FAST authority file now contains about 1.7 million authority records. The table below provides the statistics FAST authority file and last activity.  Some new headings were added, a few duplicate and erroneous headings were deleted,  but the majority of the activity centered on enhancing the authority records by adding links, references, and geographic coordinates.  

	 
	No. of FAST Headings
	Obsolete
	New in 2012
	Modified in 2012

	Personal Names
	729,585
	25,442
	5,939
	666,407

	Corporate Names
	362,137
	4,512
	4,896
	347,333

	Events
	12,523
	608
	465
	6,994

	Titles
	63,112
	1,479
	13,483
	48,016

	Chronological
	676
	0
	0
	0

	Topicals
	400,774
	8,181
	369
	22,913

	Geographics
	155,213
	6,491
	409
	102,997

	Forms
	1,911
	6
	0
	586

	Totals
	1,725,931
	46,719
	25,561
	1,195,246




FAST as Linked Data: FAST is available as an experimental linked data service under the Open Data Commons Attribution License at http://id.worldcat.org/fast/ . This release of FAST provides FAST headings that support both human and machine access. Most of the FAST records incorporate links to corresponding LCSH authorities. In addition, many of the geographic headings have links to the GeoNames geographic database (http://www.geonames.org/) and we are working to add links to other databases including the Virtual Internation Authority File (VIAF) and DBpedia, the structured information created as part of the Wikipedia project.  At this time, we have added 1,180,000 million links to VIAF and 128,000 links to DBPedia. The release of FAST a linked data is the latest in a series of activities to make FAST more accessible.  

	Support for new applications and users:  Since the initial release of FAST, various organizations, both public and private, have expressed interest in using FAST either as part of their cataloging process or other specialize indexing projects.  While the FAST team has had close contact with some of our users, we had not systematically review who is using FAST or now it is being used.    Since 2002 eighteen institutions in five countries (Australia , Canada, New Zealand, the Netherlands, U.S.) have expressed interest in learning more about FAST and how it could be implemented.  In 2012, we undertook a study to examine how and why FAST was being used, what benefits FAST provides, and what can be done to improve FAST.  Interview requests were sent to all parties that had previously contacted OCLC about FAST.  The preliminary results show that FAST is being used in a variety of different applications.  FAST has generally was adopted because it is easy/cheap/fast to apply and/or because of FAST’s perceived added value as a means of achieving superior indexing and faceted displays in discovery systems. 

Demonstrating the benefits of FAST: We continue to improve FAST Converter, mapFAST, and searchFAST to demonstrate the benefits of a full enumerated faceted subject heading schema.  Both geographic and event headings are now available with mapFAST. A paper, Using authorities to improve subject searches, describing searchFAST was presented at IFLA Classification and Indexing Satellite Meeting in Tallinn and the full text is available on the meeting Website.  A new project, assignFAST, was developed to improve productivity.  assignFAST utilitizes autocomplete technology to make it easier to identify and assign FAST headings.

	The FAST team continues to explore collaborative effects to apply and enhance FAST.   We are actively assisting several libraries with projects applying FAST.  We are also interested in working with the community to further enhance FAST and continue exploring ways to allow the community to add and/or correct information in FAST records

For additional details, visit the FAST site at www.oclc.org/research/activities/fast/.  Please address any questions or comments to Ed O’Neill at oneill@oclc.org or Eric Childress at childree@oclc.org
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