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Background

• Class created by Dr. Laura Helton of the English Department
• Collaboration between Special Collections and Digital Collections and Preservation 

Department (DCP)
• Class included 3 major components:

– Metadata creation for the Langston Hughes Ephemera Collection
– Data visualization using StoryMapsJS
– Physical pop-up exhibit using the collection and other Special Collections 

materials

https://library.udel.edu/special/findaids/view?docId=ead/mss0567.xml;query=;brand=default
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Digitization

• DCP digitized the collection
• Collection was described at folder level
• Collection uploaded to our DSpace

institutional repository, locally branded as
UDSpace
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Metadata discussion

• Conducted two sessions on metadata creation
• Students helped determine fields to be included 
• Students created standards for this collection
• Each student assigned 2-4 items to create metadata records in the digital 

collection
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Metadata discussion 
(cont’d)
• What level of detail to provide

• Formatting of dates, names, locations, etc.

• Once all records put together in a single 
spreadsheet—look again at consistency 
and spelling
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StoryMapsJS

• Students used metadata to look for themes across the collection that could be 
documented in a StoryMap

• In groups, students selected topics to pursue



Examples include: 

Mapping Hughes’ 
appearances and readings 
at churches

6



Tracking performances 
of Simply Heavenly
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Some challenges

• Establishing standards that don’t adhere to professional standards

• Reconciling metadata created by 16 students
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Outcomes for students

• Better understanding of metadata

• Allowed them to interact with materials in a unique way



Thank you!

• Link to Langston Hughes Ephemera Collection finding aid

• Link to Langston Hughes Ephemera Collection digital collection
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https://library.udel.edu/special/findaids/view?docId=ead/mss0567.xml;query=;brand=default
https://udspace.udel.edu/handle/19716/23687

