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Summarizing the IMLS statement about the President’s proposed FY 2018 budget (p. 5), the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) is one of 18 agencies that would be eliminated. If fact, Dr. Katheryn K. Matthew describes the value and impact that funding from the IMLS has on communities:
The institutions we serve provide vital resources that contribute significantly to Americans’ economic development, education, health, and well-being… our grants and programs support libraries and museums as essential contributors to improving Americans’ quality of life.
IMLS has an enormous impact on citizens who are users of libraries and archives, Founded 20 years ago its primary mission is to provide federal support to approximately 120,000 libraries and 30,000 museums in the United States and its territories. IMLS grants range from small amounts of $715 that funded the OPUS Archives and Research Center in their efforts to preserve and store 16mm film reels from their Joseph Campbell Collection, to large, institution building grants of $10,000,000 that funded the National Constitution Center (FY 1999), whose mission is to “illuminate constitutional ideals and inspire active citizenship.” The Center was established in 1988 when President Ronald Reagan signed the Constitution Heritage Act of 1988 in order to create a center that “shall disseminate information about the United States Constitution on a nonpartisan basis in order to increase awareness and understanding of the Constitution among the American people.”
Of the 13,594 IMLS grants awarded between FY 1996 and 2014  over  a third were awarded for the Native American Library Services, Native American/Native Hawaiian Museum Services or Native Hawaiian Library Services programs, which serve communities who are federally recognized as an “Indian tribe” or “Native Hawaiian” for the latter. These Library Services programs provide crucial funding for the libraries to continue their education and training and participate in professional development. 
Privacy
The individual’s right to privacy has long been an issue of interest for the library community which values the principles of free speech, personal rights, and open government.  The ongoing concern over the erosion of individual privacy rights and increased government surveillance warrants the continued attention, engagement and advocacy with the government for increased protections of the individual.  The following legislation, proposed legislation or executive orders are still areas of concern for those who value privacy.
USA PATRIOT Act
In 2011, Congress extended the USA PATRIOT Act which was originally a means to “allow surveillance of all communications used by terrorists, including emails, the Internet, and cell phones”. The law was reauthorized without amendments limiting those provisions that allowed almost unfettered powers for gathering and storing personal information about private individuals, whether or not those individuals were suspected of involvement with terrorism or illegal activities. Government agencies including the National Security Agency (NSA) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) collected and stored telecommunications metadata on U.S. citizens through the use of Section 215, the “library provision” of the USA PATRIOT Act, and their data collection activities were consistently supported by the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) court which oversees requests for surveillance warrants. As the activities of the NSA and FBI in collecting and storing large amounts of personal information about millions of people became publicly known via leaks of NSA internal memos, “the revelations raised questions, not just about personal privacy and surveillance, but also about open government and transparency.”  
The USA Freedom Act, signed by President Obama in 2015, was expected to weaken and reform FISA and other surveillance programs.  While the law did curtail the phone record surveillance and provided some transparency requirements for the FISA court, its final version has been criticized for allowing the continuance of these government data collection programs without meaningful limitations and oversight.  Further, the USA Freedom Act did not address mass surveillance or bulk collection practices that may be occurring under other laws or regulations, such as Section 702 of the FISA Amendments Act or Executive Order 12333. In addition, the Cybersecurity Information Sharing Act (CISA) also enacted in 2015, actually restored many of the NSA’s powers which had been in place under the USA PATRIOT Act.
http://www.districtdispatch.org/policy-issues/privacysurveillance/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/05/22/politics/patriot-act-debate-explainer-nsa/
FISA Amendments Act Section 702
According to James Clapper, former Director of National Intelligence (DNI) “Section 702 is a provision of the FISA Act designed to facilitate the acquisition of foreign intelligence information concerning non-U.S. persons located outside the United States. It cannot be used to intentionally target any U.S. citizen, any other U.S. person, or anyone located within the United States." But Section 702 is one of the primary legal provisions that allows the government to engage in mass surveillance of U.S. citizens’ online communications and a loophole in the law allows a kind of “backdoor” search of phone and internet communications:  FISA does not require the government to identify targets of their surveillance—which could potentially be used to circumvent traditional warrant protections and search for the communications of a large number of American citizens all at once. 
Sections of FISA, including 702, are scheduled to sunset in 2017.  While librarians and library organizations have fought unsuccessfully for changes to this law which protect individual privacy, opposition to this provision of FISA needs to continue and intensify as congress considers reauthorization.  
http://www.businessinsider.com/fisa-amendments-act-how-prism-nsa-phone-collection-is-it-legal-2013-6
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/about/organization/fisa-resources
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/29/us/nsa-examines-social-networks-of-us-citizens.html
Executive Order 12333
Obama administration in December, 2016, put into place new rules allowing the NSA to disseminate “raw signals intelligence” (intelligence-gathering by interception of signals). NSA analysts have previously been responsible for filtering the information for the rest of the government—searching and evaluating the information directly, passing on only those portions of emails and phone calls that they determine relevant to colleagues at other agencies, and masking names and other information about innocent U.S. citizens.  The new rules are intended to provide more intelligence agencies across the federal government direct access to raw information collected by the NSA.
Executive Order 12333, issued by President Reagan, permits dissemination of signals intelligence data only in accordance with procedures established by the DNI in coordination with the Defense Secretary and approved by the Attorney General.  The new rules do not change or expand communications collection, but puts into place procedures that allow the NSA to share certain raw intelligence information with other agencies.  The concerns about these changes are that privacy protected by “minimization” of the signals intelligence would be spread out over so many agencies receiving the unfiltered intelligence and this type of distribution could lead to the misuse of private information.
https://www.lawfareblog.com/obama-administration-releases-long-awaited-new-eo-12333-rules-sharing-raw-signals-intelligence
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2017/01/obama-expanding-nsa-powers/513041/
Email Privacy Act 
The Email Privacy Act updates The Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA) which was enacted in 1986 and intended to provide protection for email and other electronic communications.  The bill specifies standards for law enforcement access to electronic communications and its associated data, standards which incorporate important privacy protections to subscribers of emerging wireless and Internet technologies but also account for the changes in society and technology in the past three decades since the passage of ECPA.  Specifically, the Email Privacy Act requires “law enforcement authorities to obtain a judicial search warrant based on probable cause in order to obtain the actual content of an individual’s email, texts, tweets, cloud-stored files and photos or other electronic information” and would end the “180-day rule,” which allows email communications to be obtained without a warrant after 180 days.
The Email Privacy Act (H.R. 699), introduced in the 114th Congress, passed the House of Representatives with a unanimous vote, but stalled in the Senate.  At the onset of the 115th Congress, the bill (H.R. 387) was reintroduced and passed the House on February 6 by voice vote.  
Librarians and library advocates should continue to monitor the timing and progress of this bill and look for opportunities to voice their support as the bill approaches its next hurdle in the Senate. 
www.districtdispatch.org/2017/02/email-privacy-acts-time-now/
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/directories/policy/2013_hod_annual_meeting_114.docx
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Access to Government Data
Early indications are that the Trump Administration’s policies will have a significant effect on the quality and accessibility of government data collection and systems. Groups monitoring government websites have reported a number of take downs or alteration of data and information on government websites, such as removing climate change data charts on the Energy Information Administration’s “Energy Kids” website, or statistics on animal cruelty on the Department of Agriculture’s website, or the Department of Energy’s web-based employee phonebook.  These actions have prompted groups including professors, scientists and others, including librarians, to begin a “data rescue” effort by downloading and archiving information from federal databases which were vulnerable to change removal.  MORE
The anticipated budget cuts will likely affect the collection and management of data. While census data is mandated by law and somewhat protected, budget cuts can be easily applied to other government statistical agencies to affect their data collection programs. The budget proposed by the Trump Administration includes an 18 % cut to the Commerce Department.  Within that department, NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, would lose 26% of its funding  with the largest single cut proposed for the National Centers for Environmental Information, a repository of climate and environmental information.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Census Bureau, already characterized as struggling, are also included in proposed cuts, with a possible discontinuation of the American Community Survey. These are reductions characterized by the Office of Management and Budget as the “efficiencies” of fiscal responsibility within a budget that prioritizes military spending.  
The Director of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs is a post yet to be filled in the Trump Administration.  This individual when appointed will hold a “key position in the federal collection of data” and have significant influence on the Administration’s policies on data collection, as well as the budgets which will affect those statistical agencies which collect, curate and disseminate data.  
Leavenworth: http://wapo.st/2nBxHs1
Mufson: http://wapo.st/2moW8IM
Malone: https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/how-trumps-white-house-could-mess-with-government-data/
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Proposed Budget Cuts
The Trump Administration has requested an additional 54 billion dollars for military spending in the federal budget for 2018.
The overall plan by the Administration has been to shrink the federal bureaucracy.  While it is unclear where all the cuts in discretionary funding would be, some changes mentioned by several sources include eliminating the 1) National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities, 2)  “dramatic” funding reductions in the Department of Commerce and the Department of Energy with some programs being eliminated or moved to other agencies, 3) also reducing and reorganizing the Justice Department, State Department and Department of  Transportation, and 4) privatizing the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, including PBS and NPR.

While the full budget is not available it is expected to be released mid-April and is generally key to setting the agenda for the President’s administration, it is expected to receive some resistance in by Democrats and moderate Republicans on the Appropriations Committee.
 ‘ “The Trump Administration needs to reform and cut spending dramatically, and targeting waste like the National Endowment for the Arts and National Endowment for the Humanities would be a good first step in showing that the Trump Administration is serious about radically reforming the federal budget,” said Brian Darling, a former aide to [Rand] Paul and a former staffer at the Heritage Foundation. ‘    
Sofen: https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/trump-presidential-budget-2018/
Bolton: http://thehill.com/policy/finance/314991-trump-team-prepares-dramatic-cuts
ACRL Legislative Agenda 2017 draft
Watch List_Pierce submission 

Activities of the Congressional House Education and the Workforce Committee 
The House Committee on Education and the Workforce, chaired by Congresswoman Virginia Foxx (R-NC), works on issues relating to the U.S. Education system and Workforce and provides oversight of policies administered by the U.S. Departments of Labor, Education, Agriculture, and Health and Human Services. The Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Development, chaired by Representative Brett Guthrie (R-KY), covers issues on post-secondary education. Some of the issues for which they have jurisdiction are: the Higher Education Act, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, all programs relating to museums and library services, and postsecondary career and technical education. In February 2017, Betsy DeVos, was confirmed as the new the U.S. Secretary of Education.

In the incoming 115th Congress, several bills have been introduced and have been referred to the House Education and the Workforce Committee. These and any new bills or regulations will continue to be monitored. The most recent hearing which took place was held on February 7th called “Challenges and Opportunities in Higher Education.”

	


At the present time, there appear to be no direct or obvious impacts to academic libraries in legislative or regulatory proposals by the House Committee on Education and the Workforce and Higher Education Issues.  We will continue to monitor as issues may arise later in the year.



