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Declaration for the Right to Libraries Resolution


Whereas Goal 1 of the ALA 2015 Strategic Plan states: “ALA equips and leads advocates for libraries, library 
issues and the library profession, and plays a key role in formulating legislation, policies and standards that affect library and information services”;

Whereas Advocacy for Libraries and the Profession is a key action area of the ALA 2015 Strategic Plan, and 
states:  “The association actively works to increase public awareness of the crucial value of libraries and librarians, to promote state and national legislation beneficial to libraries and library users, and to supply the resources, training and support networks needed by local advocates seeking to increase support for libraries of all types”;

Whereas President-elect Barbara Stripling’s presidential initiative, entitled Libraries Change Lives, is designed 
	to focus on increasing public understanding through the America’s Right to Libraries Campaign;
 
Whereas the Declaration for the Right to Libraries (attached) is a strong public statement of the value of 
	libraries for individuals, communities, and our nation; 

Whereas libraries of all types will have the opportunity in the next year to hold signing ceremonies where 
community members, organizations, and officials can visibly sign and stand up for their right to have vibrant school, public, academic, and special libraries in their community;

Whereas libraries are essential to a democratic society; and

Whereas the time is now to build the public’s understanding of the role and contributions of all types of libraries”: now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:

1. endorses the Declaration for the Right to Libraries; and

2. urges that the America’s Right to Libraries Campaign be given ALA’s highest staff priority and support to engage libraries and communities across the country in signing the Declaration for the Right to Libraries

Moved by: Patty Wong,  (Patricia Wong pattywong61@comcast.net) Councilor-at-Large, (530) 848-8768 cell

Seconded by:	Sandy Wee,  (wee@smcl.org) Councilor –at-Large

[bookmark: _GoBack]Endorsed by: ALA Past Presidents (partial list)  Camila Alire, Richard Dougherty, Barbara Ford, Michael Gorman, Sarah Ann Long, Molly Raphael, Patricia Glass Schuman, Ann Symons, Betty Turock 
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1. Title of Resolution: Declaration for the  Right to Libraries
2. ALA Units and/or Committees Consulted (if any): BARC
3. Endorsements by ALA Units and/or Committees (if any):
   BARC
PLA
IFC
Endorsed  ALA Past Presidents (partial list)  Camila Alire, John W. Berry,
Carol Brey-Casiano, Richard Dougherty, Barbara Ford, Michael Gorman, Sarah
Ann Long, Molly Raphael, Jim Rettig, Patricia Glass Schuman, Mary Somerville,
   Peggy Sullivan, F. William Summers, Ann Symons, Betty Turock


4. Fiscal implications: BARC finds no general fund implications.
Implementation of  Declaration  to be supported through fundraising and
management direction.
5. List all parties to whom resolution should be sent:
ALA  President Barbara Stripling
All endorsing parties
6. Impact on ALA Policies and Positions:
Supports Goal 1, ALA Strategic Plan 2015
Advocacy for Libraries and the Profession
6a) ALA general policy or viewpoint:
6b) Change in existing policy:
6c) New policy:
6d) Policy conflicts:
7. Initiating Committee or Unit (if any):
8. Pertinent Background Information:
9. Mover's Name: Patricia Wong
9a) Mover's Local Telephone Number: 530 -848-8768
10 Seconder's Name: Sandy Wee
10a)  Seconder's Local Telephone Number: 650-888-5318



