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BACKGROUND OF CHICAGOANCESTORS.ORG 

We are presently in the second 

generation of the 

ChicagoAncestors.com program.  It 

was first launched in 2007.  The 

inspiration for it came from how 

often a particular map was used in 

the genealogical reference 

interviews.  

This map was a 1926 map showing 

the Roman Catholic churches in 

Chicago and was produced as an 

advertisement for the Daprato 

Statuary.  The map had all of the 

Chicago churches on it.  As a result 

it was a great source for family 

historians trying to determine which 

Catholic church their ancestors 

might have attended. 



CHICAGOANCESTORS.ORG 

This website is free, open to the public, and requires no ID or password.  This new and 

enhanced version has a much larger map and is generally more accessible for the users. 

 

We have brought over the previous information from the original version and have been adding 

more data as it becomes available. 

 

The site has user comments sections as well as allowing the public to suggest additional data 

that might be useful on the sight.  We have maintained the basic approach of searching by 

address but have expanded and enhanced those options to make searching smarter while not 

being burdensome. 

 

So let’s take a look at the website. 

 

   



HOME PAGE 



THE OLD NEIGHBORHOOD: 
OR COMMUNITY AREAS AS THEY ARE KNOWN LOCALLY 



LEARNING ABOUT AN AREA 



ADVANCED SEARCHES 



SAMPLE OF COLLECTIONS 



FIRST A MAP IS PROVIDED 



THEN A LISTING OF SPECIFIC SITES ARE GIVEN 



BEYOND THE MAP AND LIST … 



COLLECTION DESCRIPTIONS 



HELP IN SEARCHING:  SIMPLE OR ADVANCED 



ARTICLES TO ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING 



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES INCLUDING MAPS 



PROPERTY RESEARCH 



STREET GUIDES AND CITY DIRECTORIES 



ATLAS OF HISTORICAL COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

Newly (literally this month) revised, the Atlas is now available again in interactive form as 

well as the static maps. 

• http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/ 

 

Please feel free to contact us.  We really do want you to give it a good test drive and let us 

know what shakes, breaks or doesn’t work. 
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The ChicagoAncestors.org project was originally funded with a grant 

through LSTA and is maintained and enhanced by continued funding of the 

Newberry Library. 

 

Original creators of the website were Jack Simpson, Ginger Frere, and Matt 

Rutherford.  They were assisted by a number of interns and students who 

provided essential work to the project. 

 

The Atlas of Historical County Boundaries was originally funded by an NEH 

grant and further funding has come from the Newberry Library.  The Atlas 

staff is enumerated at http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/project.html . 
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