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Agenda

• Florida Southern College and Roberts Academy
• What is dyslexia?
• IFLA Guidelines for Library Services to Persons 

with Dyslexia
• Roberts Academy pilot project
• Should we change our cataloging workflows?
• What is next?



The Roberts Academy at 
Florida Southern College 

• The Roberts Academy at Florida Southern College 
is the first transitional school for children with 
dyslexia in the state of Florida and one of only a 
few comprehensive specialized schools in the 
United States. 



What is Dyslexia?
• From Greek dys (inadequate) + lexis (words)
• Dyslexia is the most common cause of 

reading, writing, and spelling difficulties.
• It’s not a sign of low intelligence or laziness 
• It’s not due to poor vision

• The National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) definition

• International Dyslexia Association definition



What is Dyslexia?

Source: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/experiences/readexp1b.html
© PBS



What is             ?

Source: http://geon.github.io/programming/2016/03/03/dsxyliea
© Victor Widell 2012



What do books 
on shelves look 
like to students 
with dyslexia?



Lots of Questions… 

• What are our students’ challenges?
• How can we respond to our students’ needs?
• What are other libraries doing?
• Is there any research available?



Source: http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/lsn/publications/guidelines‐for‐library‐services‐to‐persons‐with‐dyslexia_2014.pdf



The Library Space
• Front cover facing outwards 

or in a combination with 
spines facing the users

• Easy-to-read signs and 
pictograms 

• No continuous capitals, 
italics or underlining Source: IFLA Guidelines for Library Services to Persons with Dyslexia, p.9 

http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/lsn/publications/guidelines‐for‐
library‐services‐to‐persons‐with‐dyslexia_2014.pdf



Before the Project



• Weed
• Arrange collection by 

subject
• Place all materials 

with the front cover 
facing outwards 

• Place similar subjects 
adjacent to one 
another

Project Workflow

• Use dyslexia friendly 
font and pictograms

• Adjust shelving
• Add local notes in the 

item record
• Add labels to bins and 

books
• Keep a barcode and 

subject list



Weeding

Artwork from What’s So Special about Planet Earth by Robert E. Wells. 
Published by Albert Whitman & Company. Used with permission.



Arlene Sardine by Chris Raschka. 
Published by Scholastic. Used with permission.



Arrange by
subject



• Created to help dyslexic readers. 
• Heavy weighted bottoms to help 

reinforce the line of text. 
• Unique shapes of each letter can 

help prevent flipping and swapping

Source: http://opendyslexic.org/   



Pictograms

• Black and white
• Simple design
• Free with attribution

designed by Freepik from Flaticon

http://www.flaticon.com/packs/forest-animals







Circulation Stats
Title Record

Number
Date Created Total

Checkouts
Jun. 2016

Total
Checkouts
Jan. 2017

Last
Checkout 
Date

Shark attack! b17744751 07‐30‐2015 14 21 12‐09‐2016

The twelve days of Christmas / 
[illustrated by Jade Fang].

b14947274 07‐20‐2013 7 8 12‐16‐2016

Scholastic 2016 book of world records b17942561 07‐11‐2016 ‐ 10 12‐16‐2016

Star Wars : the original trilogy stories b17903919 06‐29‐2016 ‐ 14 12‐09‐2016



Total Checkouts 





After the Project



“Give my child a hunger for reading
That is what I ask for with a burning heart
Because I would really like
That my child will have the key in his hand
To adventureland
Where the sweetest joys of all are available”

Astrid Lindgren
Quote taken from the first page of the IFLA report

Source: http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/lsn/publications/guidelines‐for‐library‐services‐to‐persons‐with‐dyslexia_2014.pdf



Thank you
mmorgan@flsouthern.edu


