ACRL/LITA/ASCLA Universal Accessibility Interest Groups
Virtual Meeting, January 21, 2015 - 1 p.m. CST
Meeting Minutes 
ATTENDEES: Robin Brown (Borough of Manhattan Community College), Laura Delancey (Western Kentucky University), Helen Gbala (College of DuPage), Katie Gibson (Miami University-Ohio), Marti Goddard (ASCLA Interest Group Leader/San Francisco Public Library), Christina Golm (Wayne State University LIS Program), Mike Marlin (California State Library-Braille & Talking Book Library), Jenny Maurer (Penn State-Pennsylvania College of Technology), Erin McCaffrey (Regis University), Lily Sacharow (ASCLA Board of Directors/Berkeley College), Debra Riley-Huff (LITA Accessibility Interest Group Chair/University of Mississippi), John Siegel (ACRL Interest Group Convener/ University of Arkansas at Little Rock), Lisa Snyder (Canadian Museum for Human Rights), Jim Tobias (Inclusive Technologies)
I. Welcome & Introductions
· Meeting called to order at 1:05 p.m. CST
· Attendees introduced themselves.
II.       Background information on ACRL/LITA/ASCLA Groups
· A brief overview of the three (3) interest groups was given.
· Because of a common mission, the interest groups have been working collaboratively, such as joint meetings at ALA. 
III. General Announcements
· Reminder of communication avenues for sharing information (ALA Connect, etc.)
· Do not have to be a member of every group to “follow” in ALA Connect or sign-up for the discussion lists.
· May want to “follow” all three groups and subscribe to all discussion lists to keep up-to-date with accessibility.
ACRL (Association of College and Research Libraries) Universal Accessibility Interest Group
Webpage: http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/interestgroups/acr-igua
ALA Connect: http://connect.ala.org/node/75381 [You can follow the group after signing in with your ALA username and password, then selecting the "Follow this group" link toward the top of the page.]
E-mail Distribution List: http://lists.ala.org/sympa/info/uniaccess [Can register for an account if you do not have one, and then subscribe.]

ASCLA (Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies) Universal Access Interest Group
Webpage: http://www.ala.org/ascla/asclaourassoc/asclainterest/list#groups
ALA Connect: http://connect.ala.org/node/154856 [You can follow the group after signing in with your ALA username and password, then selecting the "Follow this group" link toward the top of the page.]
E-mail Distribution List: http://lists.ala.org/sympa/info/ascla-igua [Can register for an account if you do not have one, and then subscribe.]

LITA (Library & Information Technology Association) Accessibility Interest Group
Webpage: http://www.ala.org/lita/about/igs/universal/lit-iguacc
ALA Connect: http://connect.ala.org/node/107334 [You can follow the group after signing in with your ALA username and password, then selecting the "Follow this group" link toward the top of the page.]
· The ASCLA list of accessibility resources (via the ASCLA website) needs updating. (More discussion happens under V. Potential Efforts/Projects)
· Joint Meeting at Midwinter: Sunday, February 1, 2015 - 3:00pm to 4:00pm at McCormick Place Hyatt in Hyde Park/CC 11A
IV. Libraries for Universal Accessibility (LUA) Project – http://uniaccessig.org/lua 
· Brief background of website/project was given.
· Focus on accessible buildings, accessible resources, accessible technology, and accessible people.
· See http://uniaccessig.org/lua/about-lua/ for more information.
· A Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT) repository/accessibility statements has been added -- http://uniaccessig.org/lua/vpat-repository/
Action Items
1. To contribute to LUA as an author (write articles, events, learning series and post comments) or a contributor (post comments), e-mail  lua.bloggers@gmail.com.
2. VPAT Repository: If you have questions, or would like to contribute, e-mail Laura Delancey: laura.delancey@wku.edu 
V. Potential Efforts/Projects
· Updating online resources related to serving library users with disabilities
· ASCLA accessibility resources page -- http://www.ala.org/ascla/asclaissues/issues: Needs updating.
· Accessibility Tip Sheets on ASCLA website -- http://www.ala.org/ascla/asclaprotools/accessibilitytipsheets: Some are okay, and others may need updating.
· Recommendation to cross-link ASCLA accessibility pages to ACRL & LITA, but eventually have a centralized page with one link.
· Discussion of determining the purpose of sites: LUA vs. ASCLA pages on accessibility.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Action Item 
1. Contact Marti Goddard -- Marti.Goddard@sfpl.org -- if interested in contributing to updates. 

· Ensuring/promoting accessibility of library databases
· Concerns were raised about VPATs and raising attention to accessibility among vendors.
· A resolution was passed through ALA Council regarding accessibility standards -- http://www.ala.org/news/news/pressreleases2009/august2009/accessibility_council  -- but cannot force libraries to comply.
· Suggestion was made to offer webinars on procurement and discuss the importance of VPATs.
· Mention of the ALA Accessibility Assembly, which is supposed to have a representative from each ALA division, and raising the issue with them. 
Action Items
1. Continue discussion on issue. Provide feedback/suggestions via ALA Connect or discussion lists.
2. Jim Tobias has a tip sheet that he will share on VPATs/electronic resource accessibility.

· Influencing vendors on closed captioning and audio description of video materials (DVDs)
· Discussion of materials mentioning closed-captioning or audio description, but really not. 
· This is a particular problem with leisure/popular movies.

Action Item 
1. Collect additional feedback on the issue. E-mail Marti Goddard --Marti.Goddard@sfpl.org – if interested in this issue and to share comments/concerns. 

· LITA Guide Book Opportunity
· Jim Tobias was approached about submitting a proposal for a LITA book on accessibility.

Action Item
1. Jim offered to serve as the point-of-contact for now. If interest in the proposal and/or being a contributor if the proposal is accepted, e-mail Jim -- tobias@inclusive.com 



VI. Annual Conference Planning
· Meeting at Annual
· Discussion of meeting time/structure.
· Rather than separate meetings, the three groups should meet jointly [as has been done in the past few years].
· Based on feedback among attendees, Sunday afternoon was a preferred time.
· During the joint meeting at Annual, would it be more productive to split into groups and work on specific projects/tasks at Annual?
· Virtual Meeting/Annual
· Plan a joint virtual meeting before annual to allow those who cannot attend annual to participate.
Action Item 
1. Marti will request a meeting room for the joint meeting at Annual. 

· Possibility of "show and tell" or self-guided tour at San Francisco Public Library (SFPL) on accessibility services.
· Discussion of when a good time would be, independent of a meeting, to come to SFPL if there was interest.
· Question raised whether it would be possible to host the  preconference on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (see VII. Updates below) at SFPL, that way, attendees would be at SFPL and there might be more foot-traffic.

Action Item
2. Marti will investigate, since she works at SFPL.. 
VII. Updates 
· There will be a preconference at Annual on the ADA and libraries. For further information, visit:
· http://christophercorrigan.com/precon.html 
· http://alaac15.ala.org/ticketed-events#ASCLA 
VIII. Wrap-Up
· Meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.
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