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Recognition of the 25th Anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Whereas on July 26, 1990, President George H.W. Bush signed into law the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to ensure the civil rights of people with disabilities, and this legislation established a clear and comprehensive national mandate for the elimination of discrimination against individuals with disabilities;
Whereas on July 26, 2015, we will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the signing of the ADA;
Whereas the ADA has expanded opportunities for Americans with disabilities by reducing barriers, changing perceptions, and increasing full participation in community life;
Whereas the ADA has has an important and beneficial effect on the design refurbishing of library facilities, thus contributing to equity of access;
Whereas the full promise of the ADA will only be reached if we remain committed to continue our efforts to implement the ADA to the fullest extent;
Whereas all types of libraries in all types of communities, schools, colleges and universities, and other institutions across the United States play important roles in reducing barriers to information access and supporting reading and learning for all, and;
Whereas the American Library Association has continuously championed universal access through ADA compliance and programmatic efforts, including recognition for quality books, scholarships to educate librarians on principles and practices of universal design and accessibility, ongoing professional development, networking, information sharing, and support, now, therefore, be it
Resolved, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members:
· celebrates 25 years of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and recognizes the progress made affirming and carrying out the principles of accessibility, equality, and inclusion by libraries and library staff throughout the United States as well as within the American Library Association; and

· reaffirms its commitment to the ADA.
Mover:  Liz Bishoff, ASCLA Councilor

Seconders: Mike Marlin, Councilor-at-Large; Bernie Margolis, Councilor-at-Large; Aaron Dobbs, LITA Councilor; Patty Wong, ALA California Chapter Councilor; Suzanne L. Sager, Oregon Chapter Councilor; Emily Bergman, LLAMA Councilor
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Resolution author(s): Liz Bishoff
E-mail address: liz.bishoff@gmail.com
1. Title of Resolution: Recognition of the 25th Anniversary of the signing of the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA) 2. ALA Units and/or Committees Consulted (if any): Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies 3. Endorsements by ALA Units and/or Committees (if any): Will seek Division, Round Table and ALA Committee seconders 

4. Fiscal implications: Specify the resources needed to carry out the resolution's directive(s).: None 5. List all parties to whom resolution should be sent: None 

6. Impact on ALA Policies and Positions: Explain how the resolution supports ALA’s Strategic Plan, its mission, and/or its core values: Accessibility is one of ALA's key action areas: The ADA is one of the fundamental legislative acts that supports accessibility of all.  The American Library Association advocates funding and policies that support libraries as great democratic institutions, serving people of every age, income level, location, ethnicity, or physical ability, and providing the full range of information resources needed to live, learn, govern, and work. It's key that ALA continues its efforts to support physical accessibility, through programs, standards and policies.

6a) ALA general policy or viewpoint: If the resolution sets forth a general policy or an ALA viewpoint, describe.: Existing policies support accessibility.
6b) Change in existing policy: If this resolution necessitates a change in existing policy, state the policy number and the change.: No change to existing policy is needed
6c) New policy: If this resolution establishes new policy, describe.: No new policy.
6d) Policy conflicts: If this resolution conflicts with existing policy, state provisions for resolving the conflict: There's no conflicts to existing policy

7. Initiating Committee or Unit (if any): Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies.

 8. Pertinent Background Information, e.g. bibliography, citations, supportive quotes, URLs, etc.:

9. Mover's Name: Liz Bishoff
9a) Mover's Local Telephone Number: 303-908-6736

10 Seconder's Name: Mike Marlin
10a)  Seconder's Local Telephone Number: (916) 243-9778

