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STUDENT WORKSHEET  
 

 
The purpose of this worksheet is to aide you through the research portion of your course 
assignment.  The following series of questions were developed as exercises that will strengthen 
the critical thinking skills you will need as architects.  By the end of this exercise, you should be 
able to identify, assess, evaluate, interpret and express the particulars of your research it relates 
to your project/assignment.   
 
In the first portion of the worksheet, you will be asked to identify and cite a minimum of 3 
visual resources related to your topic from both the print (library stacks) and the electronic 
environments (internet or library databases) :  
 

a. Primary Resource  
b. Journal Article (print or electronic) 
c. Internet Resource 

 
 

1. Briefly define the course assignment in your own words. 
 
 
 
 
2. Select a work/topic from the built environment from the list prepared by your professor. 

 
 

 
 
 

3. Identify terms that you think will be useful in locating resources relevant to your topic. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Identify types of image and text documents you will need to find:  
 

a. Images:  
• Photographs 
• plans 
• elevations 
• Paintings 
• prints 
• digital  
• other 
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b. Text:  
• Books 
• Journal articles  
• Internet 

 
 
 

5. Perform image search with terms you identified earlier 
a. Google 
b. Flickr  

 
6. Assessment and relevance: 

a. Did the terms that you used bring up relevant results? Use this space to keep notes 
on your findings, such as URLS, journal articles, for the purpose of citation 
should you use these particular images later. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Perform image search in the following UM library resources:  
a. Explore the Architecture Resources LibGuide (core architecture resources) 

i. Visual Resources tab 
1. ARTstor (ARTstor Digital Library) 
2. HABS (Historic American Buildings Survey) 
3. UM Digital Collections (Archives and special Collections) 
4. Avery Index (Architectural Periodicals) 
5. JSTOR (Journals, images and primary resources) 
6. Other 

 
 
 

8. Compare your findings.  
a. In your opinion, which of your findings and resources were most relevant to your 

topic? Can you articulate why?  
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b. Did you learn new concepts and keywords? 
 

 
 
 

9. Assessment and relevance: 
a. How is the information organized? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

b. How much of the information from the search results is relevant to what you are 
looking for? 

 
 
 
 
 

c. Can you identify the creator/s of these images/texts? 
 
 
 
 
 

d. Can you identify copyright information associated with images? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10. Cite references using MLA, APA, Chicago, etc. 

 

11. Construct bibliography using Refworks 

 


