ACRL GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE
June 30, 2013 ~ 1:00 PM

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendance - Rachel Bridgewater, Rocco Debonis, Christine Fruin, Jonathan Miller, Catherine Sooner

1) Year End Report and Work Plan
a) Year End Report - Only item not completed in 2012-13 was revamping legislative advocate program - this is an item for the committee to take on in the year ahead. Jonathan will complete work plan for 2013-14. Previous year's work plan is on Connect.
b) Work Plan 
i) Legislative Advocate Program 
(1) Background - Started 8 years ago. Original idea of program was to get high level librarians to sign up to be legislative advocates to advocate federally and state level as well as within universities for support of library legislation. Hasn't been promoted and so there haven't been any new applicants. 
(2) Proposal -- because it has been superseded by other grassroots movements and the program has been an administrative burden it should be retired. Compose a message to thank existing advocates for service and encourages them to continue connection. Focus on established mechanisms for grassroots advocacy CapWiz, Mobile Commons and the like. Most advocates are already connected to these grassroots organizations. Motion made and approved to adopt this proposal.
2) Virtual\Online Meetings
a) Background - blended meeting is difficult given connectivity issues also work of committee doesn't synch up with ALA meeting schedule. Committee does most of its work in the fall. Drafting the agenda lends itself to asynchronous communication. Getting Washington update may also be easier virtually. 
b) Decision - Virtual meetings will be held at other times than during the conference.  Committee will set established meeting schedule at beginning of year. ACRL may require that we use a specific software platform. For documents continue using ALA Connect. Will touch base with Kara regarding the rules and requirements for virtual meetings.
c) Possible Meeting Schedule
i) A general introductory meeting when about to start drafting\brainstorming session --perhaps in October. Depends on whether it is an election year -- whether a big change in Congress is anticipated. Meeting could be later. Try to pull in someone from the Washington Office to weigh in on what is being considered for the agenda.
ii) Another meeting to work on drafting/editing legislative agenda - early December
iii) Meeting just before final agenda goes to board - March (agenda is published in April)
iv) A wrap up meeting around the time for annual? Review final report - set work plan. 
3) Programming? Anything we would want to co-sponsor (perhaps with OITP).OITP wants to do copyright programming at next annual. Panel of lawyers involved in current copyright cases or knowledge about them to talk about the details of those cases. Through understanding the details, they have a better understanding of copyright. Also -- to contemplate general revision of copyright law from library perspective -- what would that look like? What would legislation look like in the digital age - would it even be copyright law to regulate those activities? 
4) Role for Past Chairs - talk to Kara about a role for past chairs remaining on committee -- for continuity purposes.
5) Extension of Thanks -- Thanked Rachel Bridgewater for her service as Chair


Adjourned at 1:40

