Librarian As a Collaborator:

Supporting Spatial Humanities
Research Projects

Nicole Kong| Assistant Professor & GIS Specialist| Purdue University Libraries




ABOUT ME...

e GIS Specialist

* Project collaboration
— Research consultations
— Funded spatial humanities projects

From Plessy to Brown: The African American Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century
- A NEH Summer Institute for School Teachers

Space and Place in Africana/Black Studies: A NEH Institute on Spatial Humanities Theories, Methods and
Practice for Africana Studies

Mapping Victorian Women’'s Habitation and Violence Encounters. Purdue Honors College Grant.

* Teaching
— @GIS Research Method for Humanities and Social Science

— Workshops
— Embedded teaching in humanities classrooms




HURDLES FOR “SPATIAL HUMANITIES”

e How to?

e Spatial information
— \X’here are they?
— How to create?
— How to visualize?
— How to analyze?

— How to preserve?




LIBRARIAN'S SUPPORT

e Research collaboration
* Learning support
e Outreach activities




RESEARCH COLLABORATION
* Artl@s Project

A project of spatial history of arts and letters that provides scholars with the tools
needed in their research for spatial representations and quantitative analysis.

Relational Database

Map as a
research tool
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RESEARCH COLLABORATION

 Mapping Victorian Women’'s Habitation and Violence Encounters.

examine novels, periodicals and photographs between 1850-1900

~Map locations
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LIBRARIAN'S SUPPORT

e Research collaboration
* Learning support
e Outreach activities




LEARNING SUPPORT

e Space and Place in Africana/Black Studies:

A NEH Institute on Spatial Humanities Theories, Methods and Practice for
Africana Studies

Designed for early and mid-career Africana/Black Studies scholars,
graduate students, librarians and archivists an opportunity to think critically
about the relationship and intersections between Africana/Black Studies and
the spatial humanities.

3-week institute:

— Week 1: The Spatial Humanities: Understanding Space and Place in the Humanities

— Week 2: Digital Applications & Research Methods in Spatial Humanities: Moving From
Theory to “Making”

— Week 3: Individual Project Development in the Spatial Humanities




LEARNING SUPPORT

e Space and Place in Africana/Black Studies:

A NEH Institute on Spatial Humanities Theories, Methods and Practice for
Africana Studies

« Week 2: From Theory to “Making”
— Technologies in the Spatial Humanities
— Understanding Data Types in Africana/Black Studies
— lIdentifying & Collecting Data for Spatial Humanities
— Cartography in the Spatial Humanities
— Working With Data: Big and Small




LEARNING SUPPORT

e Space and Place in Africana/Black Studies

Results

Barriers of using GIS

Comments

Percentage of participants

Barriers in technology skills

Feel confident

Barriers in spatial thinking

Barriers in information access

Skills before and after the institute
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LEARNING SUPPORT

 From Plessy to Brown: The African American
Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century

- ANEH Summer Institute for School Teachers

« Embedded teaching across the four weeks

Table 1. Learning topics in each week of the summer institute.
Content knowledge topics

African Americans, the Progressive Era, and Social Reform, 1895-1920

African American Arts, Letters, and Activism in the 1920s and 1930s

African Americans and the Economic Decline and Recovery of the Depression through
World War 1, 1930s and 1940s

World War [l through Brown and Beyond, 1940s-1960s

Table 2. Learning objectives of library’s GIS workshop.

Spatial information learning objectives

Understanding spatial information and working with online maps

Collecting spatial information and creating digital maps

Making GIS presentations

Creating a spatial humanities project for students to contribute spatial information




LEARNING SUPPORT

 From Plessy to Brown: The African American

Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century
Week #1: Getting to know geographic information

n From Plessy to Brown — Day 1 | Jucti iy Ares

TR

Migration Marlem  About partidpants
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LEARNING SUPPORT

 From Plessy to Brown: The African American

Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century
Week #2 & 3: — Information creation

From Plessy to Brown Map Gallery Nobmsdeteced &) Btk A

LynchinginUS,  Lynchingin Indiana sie Redm | About participants
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Astory map 6y e & esri
Jessie Redmon Fauset (1882- From Plessy to Brown Map Gallery [T
1961) g pchngmmars WG e redmenravse ke about pracpans
. . African American Migration 1910-1920
editor, poet, essayist,
novelist
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% African Ameri African American
Image Source: Schomburg Center for Research in Black Population 1 Populston 1920

Culture, New York Public Library; Women of the
Harlem Renaissance
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LEARNING SUPPORT

 From Plessy to Brown: The African American

Freedom Struggle in the Twentieth Century
Week #4: How to use geographic information to engage students participation

From Plessy to Brown oS R Asoymep B W 2 5E @SK
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The "Big Move": The Migration of African Americans to the North and West S M < v
Big Idea that can we can use to explain

rlents
Background of people, gos
transformed so
big idea o MOVEMENT 1o describe the
migration of African A
southern states to cites such as New York,
Chicago, and Dakland, CA

Topical Essential Questions
Essential Understanding
Students Will Know (Macro)

. Students Will Be Able To
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LEARNING SUPPORT

e Librarian’s everyday practice
— \Workshops
— Class visit

— Consultation




LIBRARIAN'S SUPPORT

e Research collaboration
* Learning support
e Outreach activities




OUTREACH
* GIS Day

— Invited external speaker

— Spatial humanities focused symposium
— Lightning talks

— Students competition
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