ALA Retired Members Round Table
Board Meeting
Saturday, June 27, 2015, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Pacific Suite at the Marriott Marquis San Francisco

Minutes

PRESENT:  Nicholas Spillios, Margaret Smith, Virginia Palmer, Catherine Marriott, Valerie Feinman, Patricia Hogan, Jean Doolittle, Carolyn Mulac, Ann Marie Pipkin, Judy Jeng, Rosina Alaimo, Sandra Vella, Carolyn Caywood, Lynne Bradley, Teri Switzer, Jennifer Kutzik, Naomi Angier, Joan Larson, Nann Hilyard, Jennifer Gallant, Bill Paullin, Denise Botto, Gina Persichini, Annalee Bundy.
EXCUSED:  Vivian Wynn and Rheda Epstein for family emergencies.

1. Introduction
Ma’lis Wendt called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. Members and guests introduced themselves.

2. Minutes
Rheda Epstein was absent at the meeting. The minutes of Midwinter Meeting were posted on ALA Connect. Judy Jeng served as the acting secretary and recorded minutes for today’s meeting.

3. Executive Board Representative—Gina Persichini
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gina Persichini reported an increase of annual conference attendants: 19,351 for 2015 and 16,089 for 2014; a decrease of 1,000 in ALA membership since last year due to lower enrollment of LIS school students; ALA revenue is higher than projected; 2% permanent increase for ALA staff salary; the position of ALA Director of Diversity is filled; a work-in-progress to enhance usability of ALA Connect; and fewer jobs now for graduating students compared to the 1970s when our RMRT members received MLS degrees.

4. Treasurer’s Report – Pat Hogan
Pat Hogan reported that our membership is stable and our account balance is positive.

5. Round Table Coordinating Assembly – Judy Jeng
Judy Jeng represented RMRT to attend Round Table Coordinating Assembly scheduled yesterday morning. An ALA Website Committee is formed with 18 ALA staff to enhance ALA web site and ALA Connect. ALA strategic directions were discussed. Ten ALA roundtables have an increase in their membership. Other round tables can learn from those good examples. Each round table representative gave a report on their respective round table activities. 

6. Plan for 2016 in Boston and Orlando – Vivian Wynn
Vivian Wynn was absent at the meeting. A conference call will be arranged for this topic in July or August. Advocacy will be the theme for 2016 conference in Orlando.  United for Libraries would be a good co-sponsor for this program.  The Union Oyster House was suggested for our Friday night dinner in Boston.


7. Future planning, committees – Ma’lis Wendt
RMRT will form a new committee: Communications Committee to help to share ideas and comments.

8. Membership – Ann Marie Pipkin
Ann Marie Pipkin reported an increase of RMRT members from 201 last year to 211 this year. We are still in formation. As an incentive for RMRT members, RMRT will offer luggage tags. Many retired members are not aware of ALA Continuing Members category.  The chair of the Membership Committee is automatically the RMRT liaison to the Membership Promotion Task Force.

9. Council Activities and Hot Topics – Jennifer Gallant
A tribute to South Carolina librarians will be presented.  Carolyn Caywood moved that RMRT endorse the ASCLA Tribute to the 25th Anniversary of ADA.  The motion passed and Ma’lis Wendt will inform ASCLA Councilor Liz Bishoff of the RMRT endorsement.

10. Social Events Committee – Naomi Angier
The Friday night cruise was a success with 25 people attending; attendees were asked to post photos to Facebook and listservs.

11. Program, events for San Francisco – Ma’lis Wendt
Ma’lis Wendt reminded everyone of our programs for Saturday and Sunday.

12. United for Libraries liaison report – Nicholas Spillios
Nicholas Spillios will write a piece about RMRT for the United for Libraries newsletter.

13. LGBT Round Table Book Month – Teri Switzer
The LGBT Round Table has designated June as LBGT Book Month.  Teri Switzer and Carolyn Caywood will organize RMRT’s participation for next year.

14. Other Business
Nann Hilyard moved that RMRT will donate $50 annually to The Freedom to Read Foundation.  The motion was approved and will become a standing order to FTRF.


The Board meeting adjourned at 11:30 p.m.




