

Resolution on Access to Canadian Federal Government Information
 
Whereas ALA is a long-standing advocate of open access to government information;
 
Whereas businesses small and large in the United States rely on information collected and disseminated by the Canadian government;

Whereas ALA member libraries and the American public rely on open access to government information published and disseminated by the Government of Canada;
 
Whereas the Government of the United States and the Government of Canada are major trading partners and signatories of NAFTA, in which the preamble states a commitment to strengthening cooperation between these nations;
 
 Whereas the Government of Canada’s budget reductions have resulted in the following changes in access to government information:

- cessation of the distribution of print materials via the Depository Services Program (DSP), effectively eliminating the distributed federal depository structure for Canadian government publications and ending this service to 41 libraries in the United States that hold depository status with the DSP,

- reductions in programs and services at Library and Archives Canada, including the cessation of international exchange agreements and ILL programs, 

- closure of Canadian federal libraries in at least ten agencies and departments including Transport Canada, National Roundtable on Energy and Environment, and Citizenship and Immigration Canada,

- removal of legacy publications from the Statistics Canada web site;
 
Whereas the Treasury Board of Canada, the body responsible for the Communications Policy that determines how federal government information is, collected, published and disseminated by and within the Government of Canada, states that "In the Government of Canada, information is safeguarded as a public trust and managed as a strategic asset.";
 
Whereas the Treasury Board of Canada implemented the Common Look and Feel web protocol that resulted in the removal of web content from Canadian federal government web sites, including the removal of pdfs and access to databases;
 
Whereas the Treasury Board of Canada has been internally distributing a Web site convergence program that would realize a reduction of Canadian government web domains down to six or fewer without first consulting with external stakeholders; now, therefore, be it 
 
Resolved that ALA calls upon the President of the Treasury Board of Canada to recognize that Government of Canada publications are a strategic asset and critical to current and future research and business; and be it further
 
Resolved that ALA calls upon the President of the Treasury Board of Canada to honor the spirit and intent of NAFTA by, in part, ensuring that Government of Canada publications, including current web content, are archived and continue to be made available in a no-fee publically accessible online environment.

Endorsed in principle by the Government Documents Roundtable on January 28, 2013

