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Medium of Performance

The MLA Subject Access Subcommittee has continued to work with the Library of Congress Music Genre/Form Project Group on their document, Functional Requirements for Medium of Performance Metadata for Music Discovery.  This document is meant to suggest principles and practice to guide the development of the new medium thesaurus, Library of Congress Medium of Performance Thesaurus for Music (LCMPT).  The document includes sections on the thesaurus and its vocabulary as well as search and display of terms. The subcommittee also worked with LC on a set of authority data elements for LCMPT. 

In its ongoing work on the LCMPT vocabulary, the subcommittee has been examining some LC-proposed compound terms for choral music (terms such as “chorus SATB” that combine the ensemble name (chorus) and the components of the ensemble (Soprano Alto Tenor Bass). The group’s next step will be building the current list of approved terms into a preliminary hierarchy.


MARC

MLA and LC submitted MARBI 2012-DP02 (Authority Records for Medium of Performance Vocabulary for Music in the MARC 21 Authority Format) at ALA Annual, which explored options for authority records for the new LCMPT terms. The paper was favorably received, and a proposal will be discussed at the MARBI meeting here in Seattle. 

The proposal (2013-02, New Fields to Accommodate Authority Records for Medium of Performance Vocabulary for Music in the MARC 21 Authority Format) outlines a new block of fields for these authority records, including a 162, 462, 562, and 762. If approved, when the vocabulary is completed, MLA and LC can begin populating authority records for medium of performance terms—terms which can be applied to bibliographic and authority records in the 382 field.


Music Genre/Form Project

The genre task force examined the current draft hierarchy and discussed the issue of top terms, i.e. which terms should be chosen to be near the top of the hierarchy, right below “Music.” Tentatively the three top terms in the thesaurus will be Art music, Folk music, and Popular music, with additional facets including Occasional music and Music notation. The task force has also been grappling with other thesaurus issues that arose during hierarchy construction such as polyhierarchy and the inability of MARC to deal with node labels.
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