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A snapshot of LIS core curricula
UMD UNC SJSU

User perspective Serving user needs
Human information interaction 

Information resources and 
services  

Resource selection and 
evaluation

Information and society 
Information retrieval

Cataloging

Creating information 
infrastructures

Organization of information

Technology IT competency - base level Online social networking

Capstone Field study
Masters thesis 

Research methods 
Proposal preparation

Advanced topics or thesis

Research methods Research methods

Leadership Achieving organizational 
excellence

Management for information 
professionals

Information organizations and 
management



How does accreditation 
impact curricular design?

!

• http://www.ala.org/accreditedprograms/standards

• Standards in draft 
form, curriculum 
guidelines not 
changed 

• Somewhat 
content agnostic - 
technology 
focused





Three instructional design 
questions

• How can you build a core "cataloging" or 
"technology" class that also teaches linked data? 
!

• How can you sequence a class to bring everyone 
along? 
!

• What resources would you use with LD instruction?  
!
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How can you sequence a class to bring everyone 
along?

Data models: RDF

Data transport: HTTP

Data encoding: XML, JSON 

Data schema: BIBFRAME?

Data querying: SPARQL

Data endpoints

Web service creation

Linked Data design and use



What resources would you 
use with LD instruction? 

Varying levels of complexity 
!
LIS focus?

Assumed skill foundation 
!
Cross-domain relevance



Un-answered questions
Is Linked Data a niche part of the field?  Is cataloging 
a niche part?  What must graduates know? 
!
Is LD mature enough to eclipse other Information 
Organization or Information Technology content? 
!
How would we design instruction for our current 
professionals? 
!
What skills and theories will form the foundation of our 
profession in five years?
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