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1. Background information on EEBO and the UM 

Libraries’ EEBO cataloging project 

2. Project procedures and findings

3. Recommendations 



Background Information 

“A meeting in April 2015 explored the potential withdrawal of valuable 

collections of microfilm held by the University of Maryland, College 

Park Libraries. This resulted in a project to identify OCLC record 

numbers (OCN) for addition to OCLC’s Chadwyck-Healey Early English 

Books Online (EEBO) KBART file.”  
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Beth Guay, "A Case Study on the Path to Resource Discovery," Information Technology and Libraries, 

36:3 (2017), 18. 

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/home


Background Information
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KBART Phase II Working Group. Knowledge Bases and Related Tools (KBART): Recommended Practice: 

NISO RP-9-2014. (Baltimore, MD: National Information Standards Organization, 2014), 28.
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Background 

Information
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Background Information – Cooperative Cataloging
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Project Procedures
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Using OCLC’s Connexion 

cataloging client as our 

tool, we identify 

electronic version catalog 

records comparable in 

quality to the 

corresponding microfilm 

version records. 

We judge that e-version 

records, having metadata 

matching our microfilm 

version record metadata, 

will ensure comparable 

resource discoverabilty.*
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Project Procedures and Findings
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Project Findings 

1. Metadata quality matters.
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2. Metadata quality matters.

3. Cooperative cataloging matters.



Recommendations—Moving Forward
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ProQuest STC-Wing list of scanned image sets, downloaded from 

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/about/about.htm, About EEBO April 3, 2018

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/about/about.htm
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Image of a ProQuest spreadsheet, downloaded from “About EEBO“ webpage, April 3, 2018 

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/about/about.htm

Recommendations—Moving Forward

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/about/about.htm


Recommendations—Moving Back
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Recommendations: Summary
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1. A cooperative effort among the ~200 institutions with EEBO holdings to produce 

e-version records based on ProQuest’s microfilm version records could provide 

timely and cost effective production of qualitative e-version records. 

2. OCLC should index the MARC 510 field metadata to improve e-resource 

discoverability. Beyond providing WorldCat search and retrieval functionality to 

metadata in citation notes for the print, electronic, and microform version 

resources, OCLC could support provision of more and more accurate direct links 

to e-resources via KBART file OCN. 

3. If OCLC were to index the MARC 510 field, a data set could be compiled for 

comparison of microfilm and e-version record metadata to identify e-version 

OCN in need of record enhancements. An automated or cooperative effort to 

perform the enhancements could provide timely, cost effective, quantitative and 

qualitative improvements to e-resource metadata and discoverability. This 

possibly should be further explored.

4. ProQuest should include its access points for the institutions holding the filmed 

copies of the resources in its microfilm version records contributed to OCLC.
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• Slide 5: Pollard and Redgrave, 2nd edition, revised & enlarged, volume 1, title page 

• Slide 6, Pollard and Redgrave, 2nd edition, revised & enlarged, volume 1, page 15

• Slide 7, Cooperative Cataloging: Past, Present, and Future (New York: Haworth 

Press, 1993), page 105

• Slides 10, 11, 12, 15, 18, 19 OCLC. OCLC Connexion Client

• Slides 13, 19, ProQuest. EEBO, Early English Books Online database

• Slide 13, 14, WorldCat UMD

• Slide 19, Readex, America’s Historical Imprints

• Slide 19, English Short-Title catalogue ESTC 
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