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From Print To Online

● Most libraries not 
building local collections.
● Model changed from 

ownership to rent.
● Pay for access.
● Lose access by simple 

provider policy change.

● Lost critical preservation 
attributes of local 
collections.



Online Preservation Challenges

● Content centrally held by powerful organizations.
● On closed proprietary software.
● IP holders permission required for preservation. 
● Authentic version is on publisher’s web site.
● Digital copies altered, destroyed with no trace.
● Digital copies are fragile.
● Expensive. 



LOCKSS is …

● Distributed Digital Preservation System
● Open source peer to peer (P2P) software
● Standards-based: OAIS, OpenURL, HTTP, 

WARC
● content migrator to new formats as required 

“on the fly” at point of access
● bits and bytes are continually audited and 

repaired
● SFX-compliant!



Five Principles

1. Libraries have local 
control of assets.

2. Perpetual access is 
guaranteed.

3. Preserve original 
authoritative version.

4. Decentralized, 
distributed preservation.

5. Affordable.





How it works (1)
Digital Dissemination of Access Content Packages

Interest has been expressed by customers and partners in creating their own digital 
collections of content. This includes building digital collections by accepting digital files 
and metadata disseminated by GPO’s Federal Digital System (FDsys).

GPO will make available Access Content Packages (ACP’s) to download and store on 
local systems. For instance, for Federal depository libraries (FDL’s), this may assist in 
efforts to build digital collections at their libraries.

GPO will continue to maintain responsibility for managing Federal content within 
scope of the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP), and providing free and 
permanent access to this information.

LOCKSS system has permission to collect, preserve, and serve this Archival Unit.

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/bulkdata/FR/resources/lockss.html



How it works (2)



LOCKSS-USDOCS

● LOCKSS for US Documents
● Replicates FDLP in the digital environment
● “digital deposit” (for more on “digital 

deposit,” see http://sn.im/digital-deposit)
● Tamper evident
● 36 libraries and GPO participating



LOCKSS-USDOCS includes …

Federal Register, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Congressional Record, Congressional Bills, 
Congressional Reports, US Code, Public & Private 
Laws, Public Papers of the President, historic 
Supreme Court Decisions, US Statutes at Large, 
GAO Reports, US Budget ...

and more!!

http://sn.im/fdsys-collections 

http://sn.im/fdsys-collections
http://sn.im/fdsys-collections


Participating libraries

http://snipurl.com/lockss-usdocs-partners



Canadian Government Information 
Private LOCKSS Network

University of Victoria
University of British Columbia
Simon Fraser University
Stanford University
University of Alberta
University of Calgary
University of Saskatchewan

University of Toronto / Scholar's Portal

Legislative Assembly of Ontario

McGill University

Dalhousie University



CGI-PLN
Why Now?



CGI-PLN
Next Steps

1. setup boxes 
2. add DSP e-

collection
3. finalize collection 

policy
4. identify additional 

collections


