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Genesis of GW Works Project

• BIBFRAME Experimentation
• URI in $0
• Authority Control
• Connecting Catalog Records
• Relationship between Works
• Linking to external sources



OCLC Defines Work…

“a high-level description of a resource, 
containing information such as author, 
title, descriptions, subjects etc., 
common to all editions of the work.”
https://www.oclc.org/developer/develop/linked-data/worldcat-entities/worldcat-work-entity.en.html



Work ID Potential



Work ID in WorldCat.org 



MarcEdit: Linked Data Tools



• MARC Proposal 2017-09 

– 758 (Resource Identifier)

Which field?

https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2017/2017-09.html



OCLC Works: Proceed With Care

• Frozen since Dec 2015
• Experimental
• Algorithm Refinement 

continues
• Identifier May Change 



https://findit.library.gwu.edu/item/12726567

MARC View

OCLC# 656451876

https://findit.library.gwu.edu/item/12726567


https://findit.library.gwu.edu/item/12726567

A Triple View

https://findit.library.gwu.edu/item/12726567


A Mock-Up



Similar Works



Linux Query

More from : http://xisbn.worldcat.org/xisbnadmin/xoclcnum/api.htm



Browser Query
http://xisbn.worldcat.org/webservices/xid/oclcnum/656451876?method=getEditions&format=xml&fl=owi



GW’s URI Numbers 

• BIBs (physical item): 1,010,047
• URIs: ca. 9.7 million

– Work IDs: 1,010,047
– FAST headings: 823,895



http://worldcat.org/identities/

http://experimental.worldcat.org/IDNetwork/

http://classify.oclc.org/classify2/

http://experimental.worldcat.org/kindredworks/

http://experimental.worldcat.org/kindredworks/


Work IDs Community

Image: Bubbles On Dark Blue from publicdomainpictures.net

OCLC
Works

Vended 
Service



• Jean Godby, and Diane Vizine-Goetz.
BIBFRAME and OCLC Works: Defining models and discovering 
evidence.
https://www.loc.gov/bibframe/news/source/ala2017-june-godbyvizinegoetz.pptx

• Jim LeBlanc and Frances Webb.
Using OCLC Work IDs for Discovery. 
http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/events/2017/leblanc-webb-oclc workids-

discovery.pptx

• OCLC Developer Network
obtaining Work ID: 
https://www.oclc.org/developer/develop/linked-data/worldcat-entities/worldcat-

work-entity.en.html

Resources…

https://www.loc.gov/bibframe/news/source/ala2017-june-godbyvizinegoetz.pptx
http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/events/2017/leblanc-webb-oclc%20workids-discovery.pptx
https://www.oclc.org/developer/develop/linked-data/worldcat-entities/worldcat-work-entity.en.html


Thank You!

Jackie Shieh
jshieh [at] gwu.edu datapod

Coordinator, Resource Description Group
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