The ALCTS FRBR Interest Group (FRBR IG) held a managed discussion at ALA Annual on June 26th, at 10:30 a.m. About 50 people attended the session. All the immediate past, present and future IG chairs were present – Karen Anderson, Debra Shapiro, Jeremy Myntti, and Scott Piepenburg.
We had hoped to have the room set in rounds for discussion, but I think there was some muddling of the room request, and it was classroom style instead. 
Shapiro and Myntti had planned the session, and decided on a somewhat provocative title “Loving and leaving FRBR. Shapiro began the session by giving a few short remarks to kick off the discussion (Slides attached).
Shapiro’s general conclusion was that the FRBR information model has taken cataloging thought into interesting directions, but in the final analysis, FRBR is too rigid to bring out the most interesting relationships in bibliographic data. Requiring the cataloger decide if particular attributes of an information resource exist at the work, expression, manifestation, or item, level does not help achieve the FRBR user tasks of find, identify, select, and obtain. Shapiro also asserted that organizing Resource Description & Access (RDA) according to FRBR was a really bad idea, resulting in an unwieldy set of rules.
Initially the attendees discussed as a whole group, then broke into smaller teams to discuss FRBR associated issues. One of the ideas that came out is that FRBR has improved catalog displays. There was general agreement that FRBR is too rigid for bibliographic data. There was also agreement that newer information models, like BIBFRAME, and the move to linked data formats for bibliographic data, will continue to move library descriptive practices farther from FRBR.   
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