[bookmark: _GoBack]Social Responsibilities Round Table
Action Council I & II Meetings
ALA Midwinter Conference 2018

Saturday, February 10th
Colorado Convention Center, Mile High 4C
8:30-11:30am

I. Welcome and Introductions
a. Review of Agenda
b. Additions
c. Questions/Comments
II. Elections
a. ALA President-elect
i. Wanda Kay Brown
ii. Peter Hepburn
b. SRRT Councilor
c. SRRT Action Council
d. Write-In Candidates
III. ALA Executive Committee Report
a. Mike Marlin
IV. Resolutions
a. Resolution on Socially Responsible Investments for the ALA Endowment Fund
b. SRRT position on the education requirement for the ALA Executive Director 
V. Reports
a. Treasurer
b. Membership Committee
c. Task Forces
i. Feminist Task Force
ii. MLK Jr. Holiday Task Force
iii. International Responsibilities Task Force
iv. Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty Task Force
d. SRRT Newsletter Editorial Board
i. New submission policy
ii. Budget to support book reviews
e. Planning & Budget Assembly
f. Legislation Assembly
g. Round Table Coordinating Assembly
VI. Additional Items
a. 50th anniversary celebration in 2019
b. Changes to the bylaws
VII. Open Forum / Conclusion
Sunday, February 11th
Colorado Convention Center, Rm 507
3:00-4:00 pm

I. Resume where we left off from Action Council I
II. ODLOS Report
a. Briana Jarnagin

Reports:
Saturday, 10:30-11:30am - MLK Jr Celebration Task Force (LaJuan)

Guests:
Saturday, 8:30-9:00am – Wanda Kay Brown, President-elect candidate
Saturday, 9:00-9:30am - Peter Hepburn, President-elect candidate
Saturday, 9:30-10:00am – Mike Marlin, Executive Board Liaison
Sunday, 3:00-4:00pm - Briana Jarnagin, ODLOS report



ALA Resolution Form - Resolution on Socially Responsible Investments for the ALA Endowment Fund
Resolution author(s): * Laura Koltutsky, SRRT Councilor, Melissa Cardenas-Dow, Councilor at-large 
E-mail address: *laurakoltutsky@gmail.com, melissa.cardenasdow@gmail.com

1. Title of Resolution: Resolution on Socially Responsible Investments for the ALA Endowment Fund

1a. Resolution File: Attach your MS Word file. *

2. ALA Units and/or Committees Consulted (if any): SRRT, SustainRT

3. Endorsements by ALA Units and/or Committees (if any): SRRT, SustainRT

4. Fiscal implications: Specify the resources needed to carry out the resolution's directive(s)

None if current trends continue, according to investment returns from 2001 to the present. See Harmonizing Values and Returns. [New York: ClearBridge Investments, [2017], https://www.leggmason.com/content/dam/legg-mason/documents/en/product-literature/multi-fund-guide/multi-fund-guide-cbi-esg.pdf

5. List all parties to whom resolution should be sent. ALA Endowment Trustees 

6. Impact on ALA Policies and Positions: Explain how the resolution supports ALA’s Strategic Plan, its mission, and/or its core values. 

This resolution is based on two sections in the ALA Policy Manual, A1.1, “Introduction,” paragraph 2. “ALA recognizes its broad social responsibilities…,” and ALA Policy Manual, A1.4, “Core Organizational Values,” “Ethics, professionalism and integrity” and “Social responsibility and the public good.” ALA Council’s recent “Resolution on the Importance of Sustainable Libraries” (2014-2015 ALA CD#36_62815_FINAL) also mandates the organization to adopted internally sustainable policies. See also “An American Library Association Statement on Global Climate Change and a Call for Support for Libraries and Librarians” (2016-2017 ALA CD#41_6817_ACT).

6a) ALA general policy or viewpoint: If the resolution sets forth a general policy or an ALA viewpoint, describe.

The second resolved clause would set a new policy guideline for the Endowment Trustees, excluding fossil fuels investments from ALA’s socially responsible portfolio. This is consistent with current ALA policies and the resolution noted above.

6b) Change in existing policy: If this resolution necessitates a change in existing policy, state the policy number and the change. 

6c) New policy: If this resolution establishes new policy, describe. See 6a above.

6d) Policy conflicts: If this resolution conflicts with existing policy, state provisions for resolving the conflict. 

7. Initiating Committee or Unit (if any). 

SRRT and SustainRT

8. Pertinent Background Information, e.g. bibliography, citations, supportive quotes, URLs, etc. 

Harmonizing Values and Returns. [New York: ClearBridge Investments, [2017], https://www.leggmason.com/content/dam/legg-mason/documents/en/product-literature/multi-fund-guide/multi-fund-guide-cbi-esg.pdf.

Go Fossil Free. Divestment Commitments. [2018]. https://gofossilfree.org/divestment/commitments/#)

The Solar Foundation. National Solar Jobs Census. 2016. https://www.thesolarfoundation.org/national/.

Sierra Club. Mayors for 100% Clean Energy. [2018]. https://www.sierraclub.org/ready-for-100/mayors-for-clean-energy


Resolution on Socially Responsible Investments for the ALA Endowment Fund

Whereas, ALA Council passed a “Resolution on the Importance of Sustainable Libraries” (2014-2015 ALA CD#36_62815_FINAL), which specifically includes ALA internal policies;

Whereas, ALA Council passed “An American Library Association Statement on Global Climate Change and a Call for Support for Libraries and Librarians” (2016-2017 ALA CD#41_6817_ACT), which includes recognizing that human interactions and activities affect the dynamics of Earth’s climate system; 

Whereas an organization's investments are a significant indicator of its values;

Whereas, divestment from fossil fuel corporations is a fast-growing worldwide movement encompassing educational, cultural, faith-based, philanthropic, government, and health care organizations, and includes pension funds, NGOs, and for-profit corporations;

Whereas, the ALA Endowment Fund has progressively increased its holdings in Environmental, Social and Governance/Socially Responsible Investments (ESG/SRI), and about 23.5% are currently in the ESG/SRI portfolio;

Whereas, ALA’s socially responsible portfolio is currently managed by ClearBridge Investments, and that company has determined that ESG/SRI returns have very closely followed the S&P 500 index since at least 2001, noting no loss of investment income;

Whereas, ClearBridge uses “customized client screens” for investment policies;

Whereas, 350.org shows at least 830 institutions are divesting fossil fuel holdings worth at least $6.01 trillion; 

Whereas, at least 186 US mayors have committed their cities to 100% renewable energy; 

Whereas, over 260,000 jobs have been created in the solar energy industry, and the industry grows by at least 20% per year; 

Therefore, be it resolved that the ALA Council strongly recommends the following to the ALA Endowment Trustees:
1. Increase the percentage of Endowment funds invested in socially responsible portfolios in a practical manner every year for the foreseeable future;
2. Exclude from the Environmental, Social and Governance/Socially Responsible Investments (ESG/SRI) portfolios all fossil fuel investments, notwithstanding any socially responsible designations by any company or organization; and
3. Report on progress made towards these goals at least annually to the ALA Council and membership.

