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Table 3.1 User Tasks Summary

Find To bring together information about one or more resources of mterest by searching on any relevant
criteria

Identify | To clearly understand the nature of the resources found and to distinguish between similar resources

Select |To deternune the suitability of the resources found, and to be enabled to either accept or reject
specific resources

Obtain | To access the content of the resource

Explore | To discover resources using the relationships between them and thus place the resources in a context
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Access Poses Two Questions Regarc

« Who is intellectually responsible for this information
resources?

e How iIs the information resource known?




Access points and Authority Control
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What Is the purpose of studying
cataloger tasks?

» At the very least it provides an overview of cataloging work and gives student
librarians/information professionals a structure in which to learn how to organize
information in a logical manner for any number of information retrieval systems or, in

the case of library administrators, a way to clearly understand the importance of
cataloging work to the library.

» At the most, it gives catalogers food for thought as to how and why their work is
important to the daily functioning of their library and how their library fits within the
larger arena of interconnected library systems on a national and global level.
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