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Project
UNLV received over 3,000 retrospective ETD records 
from ProQuest which didn’t meet our standards.

• Varying capitalization across author and title fields

• Needed to be upgraded to RDA (missing carrier 
fields; abbreviations; and contributor information)

• Superfluous ProQuest codes in 590, 690, and 790 
fields.



Project
One goal was to upgrade the minimal subject 
headings found in the records, all ProQuest supplied 
650 #4 fields, and replace them with LCSH terms for 
the MARC and FAST headings for our institutional 
repository (IR), Digital Scholarship@UNLV.



Step 1: Isolate unique subject heading 
values provided by ProQuest
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Step 1: Isolate unique subject heading 
values provided by ProQuest

It became apparent that ProQuest 
assigned our MARC records’ 
headings based on their own 
taxonomy. The 690 field was a code 
referencing their subject.  



Step 1: Isolate unique subject heading 
values provided by ProQuest

From 
MARCEdit, I 
exported just 
the 6xx fields 
into an Excel 
spreadsheet 
via a tab 
delimited text 
file. 



Step 1: Isolate unique subject heading 
values provided by ProQuest

Uploaded that 
Excel into 
OpenRefine in 
order to 
deduplicate the 
values. 



Step 1: Isolate unique subject heading 
values provided by ProQuest

Went back 
into Excel so I 
had one sheet 
with 257 
unique values 
for subject 
headings that I 
put into a .txt 
file.



Step 2: Search for corresponding 
LCSH terms

I decided to use the 
Batch subject 
heading search tool 
in OCLC Connexion.



Step 2: Search for corresponding LCSH 
terms

Errors (20)
Too Many Matches (226)
Successful Searches (11)



“Wouldn’t 
it be 

nice?”

“Have to 
meet a 

deadline”
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Wouldn’t it be nice if there was a way to browse search Library of 
Congress Subject Headings in batch, restricting the search to the 15x 

and 55x fields?



Is it possible to 
scrape 
https://authorities
.loc.gov/ and use 
regular Python to 
find matches?

MARCEdit has a 
validate 
headings tool, is 
there room for 
interoperability?

Is it possible to use 
Python to search a 
downloaded “LC 
Subject Headings 
(MADS/RDF or 
SKOS/RDF only)” 
file?

https://authorities.loc.gov/


Questions to answer:

• Would the development of a Python-based tool be 
useful for our work long-term?

• What kind of features would it need to meet the 
needs of a wide audience?

• What level of knowledge/coding skills would it 
require users to operate?

• What contexts could it be used in?
• How would it improve interoperability between 

MARC, existing metadata, and linked data?



Thank you!
Email: kelsey.george@unlv.edu

mailto:kelsey.george@unlv.edu
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