REPORT ON
THE SEARS LIST OF SUBJECT HEADINGS
TO THE ALCTS CaMMS-
SUBJECT ANALYSIS COMMITTEE

American Library Association Annual Conference
June 2017
Chicago, IL
Sears List on EBSCOhost
The Sears List of Subject Headings continues to be updated under the guidance of the List’s Editor, Barbara Bristow, and a team of librarians at EBSCO Information Services. All additions and revisions are routinely updated in the Sears EBSCOhost database (typically in January) and are also available to our electronic users as MARC authority files (a separate fee applies). All headings are RDA compliant. Front matter and Principles of the Sears List of Subject Headings is available at https://www.ebscohost.com/promoMaterials/SearsFM.pdf 

1,918 new headings were created, 217 were revised, and one heading was deleted during 2016. Compare this with our normal annual average of 100 additions and revisions. This dramatic increase is a result of incorporating Canadian headings from the last H.W. Wilson supplement (6th edition, 2001), which heretofore were only available in print. 
Revisions since ALA 2016:
Many extant terms received edits, which could include promotion to preferred term, demotion to non-preferred term, addition of a scope note, correction of a typo, etc. This list represents a sample of recent changes.
Non-preferred Term	Preferred Term
Aliens (Foreign population)	Noncitizens
Counter culture	Counterculture
Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill	BP Deep Horizon Explosion & Oil Spill, 2010
Gypsies	Romanies
Illegal aliens	Unauthorized immigrants
Transvestites	Cross-dressers
Weblogs	Blogs

Removals since ALA 2016:
Fortran (Computer language) 
Google (Firm) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]MySpace

Additions in 2017:
The following are a sample of new headings since January 2017:
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Autonomous vehicles
Cozy mystery stories 
Cryptozoology
Curatorship
Cyber security
Cyberterrorism
Drought-tolerant plants
Environmental risk assessment
Human-animal communication
Immunotherapy
Internet in espionage
Intersexuality
Leadership in women
Mindfulness (Psychology)
Multiple chemical sensitivity
Quality of work life
Shaken baby syndrome
Social media
Victims of terrorism
Women college graduates
Women-owned business enterprises





In 2016, special attention was paid to Canadian headings and new LGBTQIA headings, along with those related to “Gun violence,” “Mass shootings,” and “School shootings.” Additional updates are made to reflect world events and the changing face of society.
To purchase Sears List of Subject Headings

For a free trial of the online database, click on “Free Trial” in the top right corner of this page: https://www.ebscohost.com/public/sears-list-of-subject-headings. To purchase MARC records of the Sears List, please ask your EBSCO sales rep or email Maria Hugger mhugger@ebsco.com.  The database and MARC records are updated annually and sold separately.

The 21st edition of the print version of Sears was published in spring 2014 and included some, but not all, of the Canadian headings. The 22nd edition is expected to publish in 2018, printed and distributed by Grey House Publishing. Print editions are updated from the EBSCOhost database once every four years. 
Sears List of Subject Headings Advisory Board
The Sears editorial team is seeking members for the Sears Advisory Board. Volunteers who make up the Advisory Board assist in the vocabulary development process throughout the year and may be called upon to give input regarding use of the vocabulary in libraries. The Advisory Board is virtual and does not require physical attendance at conferences. To be considered for a position, please contact the editorial team at one of the addresses below.

Comments, questions, and heading suggestions may be addressed to Maria Hugger, Product Manager of Collection Development or Barbara Bristow, Senior Taxonomist and Editor of the 21st and 22nd editions at the following addresses:

EBSCO Information Services
10 Estes Street
Ipswich, MA 01938
Telephone:     (978) 356-6500 or (800) 653-2726 
FAX number: (978) 356-6565
E-mail:	mhugger@ebsco.com or bbristow@ebsco.com
