
Public Library Data Alliance (PLDA) 
Memorandum of Understanding 

For PLDA Formative Stage  

BETWEEN: 

• American Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611, USA [ALA] 
• Association for Rural and Small Libraries, 5300 Lakewood Road, Whitehall, MI 49461, USA 

[ARSL] 
• Chief Officers of State Library Agencies, 201 East Main Street, Suite 1405, Lexington, KY 

40507, USA [COSLA] 
• National Information Standards Organization, 3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 302, Baltimore, 

MD 21211, USA [NISO] 
• Public Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611, USA [PLA] 
• Urban Libraries Council, 1333 H Street NW, Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20005, USA [ULC] 

 
hereinafter, referred to individually as ‘Party’ and collectively as ‘Parties’ or ‘Alliance’ and relating to 
the effort entitled ‘Public Library Data Alliance’, hereinafter referred to as ‘PLDA’. 

WHEREAS: 

The Parties agree to form and work together in an alliance named ‘Public Library Data Alliance’ [the 
‘PLDA’]. 
 
The PLDA will seek to advance public library data gathering and data use that aligns with community 
needs. 
   
The PLDA has arisen from the Measures that Matter [MtM] initiative, which began in 2016 as an 
effort led by the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies [COSLA] with the participation of other 
Parties and with funding from the Institute of Museum and Library Services [IMLS].  The underlying 
goal of MtM was to examine, evaluate, and map the landscape of public library data collection in the 
United States.  The resulting report of that initiative1 was published in April 2018 outlined four 
primary outcomes: a Data Landscape Document, Educational Webinars, a Data Summit and this 
Action Plan. COSLA led a phase two, Implementation group to a follow-up and act on elements of 
that Action Plan. One recommendation, which the implementation group developed a roadmap for 
was the creation of the Public Library Data Alliance, with supporting documentation for the creation 
of that group.  The report of the Implementation Group has been distributed to Parties to this 
agreement1. 
 
The PLDA is not intended to duplicate existing bodies, such as IMLS’s Library Statistics Working 
Group (LSWG) or PLA’s Measurement, Evaluation, and Assessment Committee (MEAC). Instead, it 
was conceived to provide thought leadership, propose strategic actions, and create a 
communications infrastructure for the field.  

1 https://measuresthatmatter.net/actionplanlive/  
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As a new alliance, the scope and the work of the PLDA may expand or contract based on the shared 
vision of the Parties and based on the success of the PLDA in its initial launch. As such, this MOU 
shall serve as a governing model for the PLDA during this formative stage, defined as a concrete 
period of 12-to-18 months, after which a more robust agreement among the parties is envisioned, or 
alternatively this MOU may be extended or revised as deemed appropriate by the Parties.  
  
This MoU sets out the terms under which the Parties shall work together to implement the PLDA 
based on the MtM Implementation Group recommendation in its formative stage. 
 
This MoU is not intended to be construed as legally binding on the Parties, but as a guide to good 
faith dealings between the Parties. 

Mission Statement 

The Mission Statement of the PLDA is as follows: 
 
The Public Library Data Alliance provides thought leadership to advance public library data 
gathering and use so that libraries can continuously improve their services to align with 
community needs. The Public Library Data Alliance engages diverse stakeholders to propose 
strategic actions around data that reflect the role and impact of public libraries at the local, 
regional, state, and national levels.   

Short- and Long-Term Priorities 

The Proposed Short- and Long-Term Priorities identified by the Implementation Group of MtM 
are outlined in Appendix 1 of this MOU.  These shall be the initial action items of the PLDA but 
may be revised as agreed by the Parties during the formulation period. 

Secretariat 

The responsibility of the Secretariat is to ensure the integrity of the Public Library Data Alliance’s 
efforts. The Secretary will do the following: 
 

a. Track member attendance, working with the Nominating Committee and Co-Chairs 
regarding any issues. 

b. Disseminate minutes and a record of decisions the Public Library Data Alliance has 
approved by vote and maintain such documentation for reliable and rapid recovery. 

c. Ensure all approved action items are owned by a committee or member and have 
explicit due dates. 

d. Schedule action item closure into meetings aligned to due dates. 
e. Maintain the calendar. 
f. Maintain a list of potential additional stakeholders to provide input into the overall 

work. 
g. Maintain member conflict-of-interest documentation  
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Intellectual Property 

Any trademarks, domains, or other intellectual property registered for the purposes of the PLDA 
or related efforts shall be held by the registering Party while a signatory to this MoU. Should a 
Party leave the PLDA, any such trademarks, domains, or other intellectual property necessary for 
the ongoing functioning of the PLDA shall be transferred to one of the continuing signatories as 
agreed by the continuing PLDA members. 
  
The Parties contributing intellectual property developed as an effort of the PLDA shall make 
these outputs freely and publicly available under a CC-BY-SA license with copyright held by one 
of the Parties.  All relevant code developed by the effort will be released as open source under 
the terms of a suitable licence, e.g., the 2-clause BSD license, or similar. 

a. Resource commitment 

Parties agree to provide sufficient resources to meet the deliverables defined for each responsibility 
area as follows: 
 NISO – Secretariat operational support for 12 months.  

b. No financial obligation 

Unless the Parties mutually agree otherwise in writing, each Party will be responsible for its own 
costs, fees, and expenses (including all costs, fees, and expenses of its agents and representatives) 
incurred in connection with the activities contemplated by this MoU. 

c. Entry into force 

An entity becomes a Party to this MoU upon signature of this MoU by a duly authorised 
representative. 
 
This MoU shall have effect from the date of signature by at least two parties. 

d. Duration and Termination 

This MoU shall remain in effect for the duration of formative stage, defined as a concrete period of 
up to 12 months, which is anticipated to run up until 30 September 2020.   
  
A party may leave the PLDA with a minimum of two (2) months’ notice.     

 
Any Party that withdraws from the PLDA agrees to cooperate with the remaining Parties to conclude 
its participation as smoothly and efficiently as possible. This includes the timely handover of all 
relevant documentation and transfer of relevant intellectual property per Section 3.a. “Intellectual 
Property”, which will not be unreasonably withheld. The Party agrees to make its employees 
available to complete these formalities during the notice period. 
  
The duration of this MoU may be extended by written agreement of the Parties, for such period or 
periods as are deemed appropriate by the Parties. 
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Should the formulation stage prove successful, the Parties confirm that it is their intention to work 
together to form a more formal partnership or alliance with responsibilities for the long-term 
provision of, and support for, the PLDA and its associated activities moving forward. 

e. Relationship Between Parties 

Nothing herein shall be construed to create a legally binding relationship, agency, or joint venture 
between the Parties. Neither Party will hold itself out as being part of, controlled by, or acting on 
behalf of the other Party.  

f.   Liability 

Each Party will be responsible for the acts, omissions, and negligence of its own officers, employees, 
and agents acting within the scope of their respective authority. Nothing in this MOU is or shall be 
deemed to be a waiver by either Party of any defenses that may be available by law. Neither Party 
nor its Representatives will be liable to any person or entity, including the other Party, for any direct, 
indirect, consequential, exemplary, punitive, special, or incidental damages, or damages for lost 
profits, revenues, or business interruption, arising under or in connection with this MOU or the 
performance thereunder, even if advised of the possibility of such damages or if such possibility was 
reasonably foreseeable. 

AGREED BY: 

  
___________________________________________________ 
NAME // TITLE // DATE 
For American Library Association 
 
 ___________________________________________________ 
NAME // TITLE // DATE 
For Association for Small and Rural Libraries 
  
____________________________________________________ 
NAME // TITLE // DATE 
For Chief Officers of State Library Agencies 
 
___________________________________________________ 
NAME // TITLE // DATE 
For National Information and Standards Organization 
  
__________________________________________________ 
NAME // TITLE // DATE 
For Public Library Association 
  
__________________________________________________ 
NAME // TITLE // DATE 
For Urban Libraries Council  
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Appendix A: 
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