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Introduction
● Our work began with local 

participation in PCC Wikidata Pilot
● Created a sub-group to explore 

linked data for archives and rare 
materials

● Focus on adding “archives at” 
(P485) statements to Wikidata 
entries

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot


Background on project

● Modeled and created entries for our repositories
● Chose 12 archival collection test cases
● Among these test cases we saw an opportunity to look 

at linked data regarding a single creator’s dispersed 
archive

● Case study: Ed Dorn Papers



Wikidata items

Label

‘Q’ identifier

Property, represented by ‘P’ value 
P31

Value, another ‘Q’ value, Q5



Motivation: Discovery for diasporic archives
Discovery System Pros Cons

Archives’ Online 
Finding Aids

Thorough description of materials’ 
scope, content, organization, location, 
and rules for use & access, typically 
include inventories

Various formats: EAD, HTML, PDF. 
Rely on annotation of related or 
separated materials to discover 
dispersed content

WorldCat Allows for discovery of content 
aggregated from multiple repositories, 
robust search indexing

Only includes items or collections 
from member institutions, and only 
finding aids encoded in MARC

ArchiveGrid Allows for broad discovery of content 
aggregated from multiple repositories 
in EAD, MARC, HTML, and PDF. 
‘Summary View’ allows for advanced 
filtering

Only includes items or collections 
from member or contributing 
institutions. Indexing, authority 
control not uniform among record 
types



Motivation, search results, agents & topics



‘archives at’ conceptual model



Repository Data Model
● Needed to model our two local 

repositories, as records for these 
entities did not exist in Wikidata.

● We followed  the data model for 
Archives proposed by University of 
Toronto, with slight modifications.

● Used QuickStatements to batch 
load our repository data, once 
built.

● See the  model HERE. 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/University_Notre_Dame#Discover_Archives_Project


Process - Overview

● Download MARC XML versions of EAD finding aids from ArchivesSpace

● Convert to MARCXML to MARC and join records into one file  (MarcEdit)

● Export MARC record elements  to tab delimited text file  (MarcEdit)

● OpenRefine - Wikidata reconciliation for forms of names

● Build QuickStatements & contribute data to Wikidata



MARC data retrieved
Using MarcEdit’s “Export Tab-Delimited Records” tool, 1XX agents were parsed 
by subfield. 



MARC data retrieved
The following fields were also included:

300: Extent (extents given in cubic feet manually converted to linear feet)

506: Access note (Is content available to users?)

520: Scope and content (Was content generated by agent)

856: Electronic access (Location of the finding aid)



OpenRefine
Names were reconciled against Wikidata via Column 1 > 
Reconcile > Start reconciling.

Added a column based on column 1, populated with 
corresponding Wikidata Q numbers (GREL: cell.recon.match.id) 



QuickStatements
‘Archives at’ statements were added to Wikidata in a batch.

Data in green cells was pasted into the QuickStatements tool at:

https://quickstatements.toolforge.org/#/batch

https://quickstatements.toolforge.org/#/batch


Results
Overview: Query for  both repositories: https://w.wiki/4uYk

Case Study: Allows user to readily locate individual elements of a dispersed archive, and 
identify where material is concentrated: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q5334756

Semantic structure allows uniform topical discovery regardless of subject analysis present 
within finding aids: https://w.wiki/4wSn

Data and relationships created are impactful, lowered threshold to participate

Can serve as powerful complement to discovery systems already in place

https://w.wiki/4uYk
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q5334756
https://w.wiki/4wSn
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Questions?
Thanks  for your attention and please feel free to contact: 

Daniela Rovida:  drovida@nd.edu

Jennifer Brcka:  jbrcka@nd.edu

If you have any questions about our project.

Our Wikidata project description:

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/University_Notre_Da
me#Discover_Archives_Project
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