Research Impact – Teaching Oneself

Hi, Margie.
I've been doing research impact work for just a few short years. There's so much to learn! In many ways, I still feel like a beginner. There are a few things that I can share with you that helped me along my journey so far.
 
Book (there are others...this one gives a great overview)
 
Vinyard, M. W., & Colvin, J. B. (2022). Demystifying scholarly metrics : A practical guide. Bloomsbury Publishing USA.
 
Webinar
"Bibliometrics Training Series" A series from the National Institute of Health, designed and taught by Chris Belter, Ya-Ling Lu, and Candace Norton (2019).
 
Reports
 
·       Library Technology Reports vol. 58, no. 8 (November/December 2022) "The Current and Evolving Landscape of Bibliometric Tools and Technologies," by Laura Bredahl.
 
·       Bryant, Rebecca, Jan Fransen, Pablo de Castro. Brenna Helmstutler, and David Scherer. (2021). Research Information Management in the United States: Part 1-Findings and Recommendations. Dublin, OH: OCLC Research. doi.org/10.25333/8hgy-s428.
 
·       Bryant, Rebecca, Anna Clements, Pablo de Castro, Joanne Cantrell, Annette Dortmund, Jan Fransen, Peggy Gallagher, and Michele Mennielli. (2018). Practices and Patterns in Research Information Management: Findings from a Global Survey. Dublin, OH: OCLC Research. doi.org/10.25333/BGFG-D241
 
Websites or Organizations:
·       Responsible Use of Metrics
o   Declaration on Research Assessment DORA
o   Leiden Manifesto for Research Metrics
 
Conference / Community
·       Bibliometrics and Research Impact Community - BRIC – I've been to this a couple of times. It's a wonderful conference!
 
Other
·       Metrics Toolkit
·       A Beginners Guide to Altmetrics (video)
 
Hope this is helpful!
Best,
Anita
 
Anita Kuiken, MSLIS, AHIP
(Pronouns: she/her/hers)
Librarian for Falk College of Sport & Human Dynamics
Research Impact Team
Syracuse University Libraries

O 315-443-9766
akuiken@syr.edu



Message From: Darlene Nichols

Hi, Margie. I imagine that there are many libguides out there that you'd find helpful to get you started on understand how research impact is measured. Here are three  from my library: Research Impact Assessment (Health Sciences), Research Impact Metrics: Citation Analysis, Research Impact: Responsible Metrics.  Hope these are helpful.
------------------------------
Darlene Nichols
Social Work Librarian
University of Michigan Library

Hi Margie,
I'd recommend reading DORA as Kevin suggested. You could also use tools such as the Metrics Toolkit to learn more about individual metrics and what they do, how to use them, etc. You should also check out Meaningful Metrics, which is a good overview of metrics.
Hope this helps!
------------------------------
Christina Miskey
Research Impact Librarian
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
She/Her/Hers

	Hi Margie,

There is a professor in the UK who specializes in impact - Professor Mark Reed. He has a useful newsletter and some great resources on his pages, for example this one www.fasttrackimpact.com/what-is-impact-subpage

Good luck!

Danny
Dr Danny Kingsley
Scholarly Communication Consultant
Visiting Fellow, Australian National Centre for the Public Awareness of Science, ANU
Adjunct Senior Lecturer, Charles Sturt University
Member, Board of Directors, FORCE11
Member, Australian Academy of Science National Committee for Data in Science




Hi Margie,
There are certainly lots of resources out there on this, but I think this might be a good place to start: https://iatulimpactthings.info/
-DeDe
University of Saskatchewan


You might be interested in DORA, the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment.  The part of their website called Researchscape has some helpful resources on "responsible research assessment."

Kevin

Kevin L. Smith, M.L.S., J.D.
He, him, his

Michael and Eugenia Wormser Director of Libraries
Colby College
Kevin.Smith@colby.edu
207-859-5104


Ah, sorry I misinterpreted what you meant by 'impact'. The word has more than one meaning. Bibliometric impact is what is measured in most research assessment systems - as in what citation counts, was it published in 'fancy pants journal X' (as determined by bibliometric databases such as Web of Science or Scopus). There are many, many resources that point out the issues related to this form of assessment as this list has uncovered, the below is my co-authored addition to the discussion:

Kingsley, D. and Snijder, R. (2024) May contain English - The assessment effect on language in publications and how this has manifested over a decade of DOAB titles, Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communication (submitted) Preprint available: osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/c8yq3

But there is another form of impact -societal, economic, real life, whatever you want to call it. Impact that goes beyond the echo chamber that is academia. In the UK, this type of impact has been an aspect of research assessment or a long time www.ukri.org/who-we-are/research-england/... and Australia started this discussion a few years ago under the guise of 'Engagement and Impact' www.arc.gov.au/evaluating-research/ei-assessment 

Professor Mark Reed works in training of this type of impact https://www.fasttrackimpact.com/, as does Tamika Heiden with the Research Impact Academy https://researchimpactacademy.com/ . It is much harder to understand and assess - metrics are easy and that's why they get used all the time. Academics are not necessarily fans of societal impact measures - they are often far from linear, difficult to establish and demonstrate and also are not what gives rewards in traditional academia.

Anyway here endeth the lesson (!)

Danny



Dr Danny Kingsley
Scholarly Communication Consultant
Visiting Fellow, Australian National Centre for the Public Awareness of Science, ANU
Adjunct Senior Lecturer, Charles Sturt University
Member, Board of Directors, FORCE11
Member, Australian Academy of Science National Committee for Data in Science
---------------------------------------
e: danny@dannykingsley.com
m: +61 (0)480 115 937
t:@dannykay68
b: @dannykay68.bsky.social
o: 0000-0002-3636-5939

Dear Margie,

I saw your question on the Evidence Synthesis listserv and wanted to share a few suggestions.

A book that is a bit dated now (2015 pub) but helped me a lot when I was learning:

https://search.worldcat.org/en/title/904528761


Meaningful metrics : a 21st century librarian's guide to bibliometrics, altmetrics, and research impact
5 reviews
Authors:
Robin Chin Roemer (Author), Rachel Borchardt (Author)
Summary:
Research libraries have engaged in publishing activities in the past, but recently there has been intense growth in the number of library publishing services supporting faculty and students. Unified by a commitment to both access and service, library publishing programs have grown from an early focus on backlist digitization to publication of student works, textbooks, and research data. This growing engagement with publishing is a natural and research data. This growing engagement with publishing is a natural extension of the academic library's commitment to support the creation of and access to scholarship. Getting the Word Out examines the growing trend in library publishing with 11 chapters by some of the most talented thinkers in the field. Edited by library publishing experts Maria Bonn, of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Graduate School of Library and Information Science, and Mike Furlough, HathiTrust Digital Library, this book deepens current discussions in the field, and provides decision makers and practitioners with an introduction to the state of the field with an eye towards future prospects. -- from back cover
Print Book, English, 2015
Edition:
View all formats and editions
Publisher:
 Association of College and Research Libraries, A division of the American Library Association, Chicago, 2015

And here is a research guide at my library on research impact – but there are many other great research impact LibGuides out there!

https://guides.libraries.emory.edu/main/citationanalysis

As well as an idea to do a 5-day Scholarly Impact Challenge (LibGuide link below) that is also based on a book https://blog.impactstory.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/impact_challenge_ebook_links.pdf:

https://guides.libraries.emory.edu/main/impact


Best,
Jennifer

To schedule a research consultation or meeting: https://emorylibraries.libcal.com/appointments/jennifer-elder


Jennifer J. Elder, MA, MLIS (she/her/hers)
Head, Sciences & Social Sciences Team 
Librarian for Education, Psychology, QTM, 
& Women's, Gender, & Sexuality Studies
Robert W. Woodruff Library, Emory University
(0ffice) 404-712-2833
Jennifer.J.Elder@emory.edu

