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Missed the webinar?  Find the archived content on ALA Connect here:
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://connectpro72403849.adobeconnect.com/p5cvkhrean6/
What is networking?
· Networking is NOT shameless self-promotion or exploiting who you know. 
· Networking is a 2-way street of giving and taking advice and support.
· To network is to build relationships and become part of a supportive system.
· Formal networking is the process of establishing mutually beneficial relationships with others towards a common goal or interest.  Go in with a plan!
· Informal networking can occur when there is no common goal or in informal situations.
· Give your relationships time to grow.  Contacts you make now can be collaborators in the future.

How to network:
· Networking takes action and movement.  Dedicate time and energy to it.
· Be Visible:  join and participate in professional associations and groups.
· Be Credible: Know what you are good at and share your skills.
· Be Trustable:  When people trust you, they will do business with you.
· Read about the groups you are joining.
· Building networks takes time!  Think of it as farming rather than hunting.
· Cultivate relationships by giving as much as you take and actively maintaining relationships.  Post and read posts on social networking sites.  Friend and follow new people you discover online.
· Be prepared to introduce yourself- have a short ‘elevator speech’ ready.
· Ask questions for the reciprocal information.
· Follow up after a conference with a short email.  Remember to write notes on the back of business cards to remind yourself of where you met the person and what brought you together!
· Introverts
· Try one-on-one conversation.
· Don’t think too much about your approach, just jump in.
· Think of 3 interesting talking points and practice your introduction.
· Prepare by practicing.
· Breathe, relax and smile!
· Too much networking?  Take a breather and recharge alone.  Step back and recharge.  You are in control of how much networking you do.
· Network with HR Directors of large public and academic libraries!  Many HR Directors know each other and work to nurture talent, not only within their own libraries but also within the profession at large. 
· Keep a file of the jobs that are appealing to you and look for patterns in the job descriptions.  Use this to find out the types of opportunities to seek out.
Whom to network with?
· EVERYONE!
· Make sure to be involved in your state library association and ALA.
· Informal networking is easy: Just be friendly to everyone!
· Remember Dr. Seuss: Fun is Good!  Have fun when you are networking.
· Librarians are reserved…and that’s ok!
· Become a person to network with by meeting the people.
· Friendships will grow naturally out of the good work you do in libraries.
· Do some good work and put your passion in your career.  You will meet like-minded, passionate people and cultivate friendships.
· Network with your library school, even if you’ve since graduated!
· Network online:  Join the ALA ThinkTank; it’s the largest FaceBook group for information sharing among librarians!
Where to Network
· There are unlimited opportunities to network, thanks to technology!
· Conferences provide a structured environment to network with like-minded individuals.
· Don’t forget alumni events.
· Exhibit halls are great for unstructured networking.  Go in a group and prepare to introduce yourself and to be introduced to new contacts!
· Social events such as dine-arounds, receptions or banquets can provide relaxed opportunities for networking.
· Virtual networking provides an opportunity for you to grow and strength your network.  Add Friends on FaceBook, use LinkedIN to follow the careers of your new colleagues.
· Attend unconferences.
· Attend online and free events, such as the Carterette Series, follow the #libchat, every Weds on Twitter, join the NMRT-L Discussion List.
When to Network
· Start early and continue networking over the entire span of your career!
· Do it often!  The more you network, the more natural it becomes.
· Do it in all settings!  Get to know vendors, associations, etc, not just potential employers.  Visibility in the community is critically important.
· Be active in your community.  Branch out, connect with people and connect people with other people.
· Continue networking over your entire career.  While it seems intimidating at the start of your career, networking is essential to do throughout your long career in the profession.
Why to Network
· The best part of the library profession is the profession itself!  Networking makes you feel part of something bigger and helps with the care and feeding of your career path.
· It helps you progress as a professional and increases your satisfaction in your career.
· Some of the most interesting experiences in your career will come from networking opportunities.
· Networking helps you pursue aspects of librarianship that you are personally interested in and develops your interests.
· Networking can help you come into your ideal job!
· Networking is FUN!!  Almost everyone in librarianship is an introvert; many people find it tricky at first. 
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